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Saint John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
San Francisco

70TH ANNIVERSARY
CHURCH CONSECRATION AND KRSNNA ST AVA

PROGRAM
Saturday, October 5, 2024

Vesper Service - 6:00 PM

Sunday, October 6, 2024
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM
His Grace Bishop MAXIM
Very Rev. Stavorofor Vasilije Cvijanovic,
Bishop’s Dean for San Francisco Deanary
Very Reverend Vidoslav Vujasin

Very Rev. Stavrofor Djurica Gordic

Responses by St. John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral Choir

70th Anniversary and Krsna Slava Gala Banquet
1:00 PM

Program:

Bob Fowler—Piano
Ljubomir Velickovic-Violin
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HIS GRACE BISHOP MAXIM

Serbian Orthodox Bishop of Western America
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the 70th anniversary of St. John Serbian Cathedral in San Francisco, we reflect on
the remarkable legacy of our forebears, who, as strangers in a new land, brought their faith to
this city with unwavering commitment.

Under the leadership of the late Father Archimandrite George Kodzich, who arrived in
1919, and through the dedicated efforts of Archimandrite Dositei Obradovich, Father Svetozar
Djuranovi¢, and Father Dusan Bunjevié, this parish grew into a vibrant spiritual center.

The construction of the parish home and the steadfast support of the Brotherhood and
Sisterhood stand as a testament to the enduring faith and determination of those who built
this community.

Father Marko Mati¢ and the current parish priest, Father Djurica Gordi¢, have
continued this legacy, ensuring the parish’s prosperity and spiritual growth.

As we celebrate this milestone, we look to the future with confidence that the genera-
tions to come will preserve and strengthen the faith in this important city of San Francisco.
May the Eucharistic life of this parish continue to reflect the Kingdom of God, and may the
community be blessed with ongoing growth and spiritual prosperity for many years to come.

Ha 70. rogummunyy CabGopne upkBe Ceror JoBana cprckor y Can ®paHUMCKY,
pa3sMHIIIJbaMO O M3y3€THOM Hacliel)y HaliX mpeaaka, Koju cy, Kao CTpaHIM Y HOBOj 3€MJbH, ca
Henokoyie0JpUBOM MocBeheHoIThy JoHEe N Bepy Y 0Baj Tpaj.

Ilon nyxoBHMM BOACTBOM MoOYMBILIEr ona apxumanipura ['eopruja Konpuha, xoju je
cturao 1919. rogune, m npenanuM 3anarameM apxumanapura [locureja OOpamosuha, ona
Cgero3zapa DypanoBuha u oua Ayurana bymeBuha, oBa napoxuja je uspacia y )KMBO JyXOBHO
cpenuwre. Msrpaima napoxujcKor JoMa M HemnokonebibMBa oApuiKa GparcTBa M
CECTPMHCTBA Cy CBEJIOYAHCTBO TPAjHE BEPE W OIYYHOCTH OHHX KOJH Cy TpaJMili OBY
3ajeHUILY.

Orany Mapko Maruh u cagammsy mapox, mpora T)ypnua l'opauh, HacTaBwim Cy OBO
Hacuehe, 00e36elyjyhu mpocnepuTeT U AyXOBHHU pacT Mapoxuje.

Jlok cmaBUMO OBY IIPEKPETHHILY, TIieaamMo y OyayhHOCT ca yBepewmeM na he renepaiyje
KOje JioJla3e cadyBaTH W OjadaTd Bepy y oBaj BaxHoMm rpany Can ®@panmucky. Heka
eBXapHUCTHjCKH JKMBOT OBE Iapoxuje HactaBu na onpaxasa lLlapctBo boxwuje, m Heka
3ajeHAIIA OyJie 0JIaroCIIOBEHA CTATHUM PACcTOM U JYXOBHUM IPOCIIEPUTETOM y TOJIMHAMA KOje
noase.

Bishop of Western America
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Saint John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
Cpucku IIpaBociapaun Cadopuu Xpam Certor Jopana Kpernreiba

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today, we gather with hearts full of gratitude and joy to celebrate a remarkable milestone: the
70th anniversary of our cherished St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral. This is not just a
celebration of years passed, but a testament to the unwavering faith, love, and commitment of our com-
munity.

For seven decades, we have gathered to worship, to pray, and to grow in our faith at our Cathe-
dral. We have shared in the sacraments, supported one another in times of joy and sorrow, and served
our neighbors with the love of Christ. Each moment spent in this sacred space has woven a rich tapestry
of faith that binds us together.

As we reflect on our journey, let us remember the priests, leaders and parishioners who have
guided us, and the countless members who have contributed their time, talents, and treasures to build
our church. Their legacy inspires us to continue living out our faith with courage and conviction.

May this anniversary be a reminder of God’s endless grace in our lives and a call to renew our
commitment to our mission. Let us embrace the future with hope, eager to share the love of Christ with
our community and the world.

Together, let us celebrate not only our past but also future that lies ahead.

[Opara 6paho u cecTpe,

[aHac cmo ce OKynuMAWM cpua NyHUX 3axBasHOCTM W PagoCTW, Aa NPOCNaBUMO BeauKW jybunej 7010
rogvwmunLy Hawer xpama Ceetor JoBaHa KpctuTtesba. OBO HMje camo npocnaBa NPOTEKAMX roguvHa, seh
CBeA04aHCTBO Henokoneb/buBe Bepe, /bybasm un nocseheHocT Halwe 3ajegHuLe.

Beh cegam peueHunja ce oKyn/bamo Ha borocnyxKemwy, Aa Ce MOJIMMO U A3 pPacTemo Yy Bepu y HaLoj
CabopHoj UpKBKU. YuecTByjemMo y b6orocny:ernma, NoApKaBamMo jeaHu gpyre y BpemeHuma pagocTv U Tyre u
CAYKUMO BAnKbMMa ca Jbybassby XpuctoBom. CBAKM TPEHYTaK NPOBEAEH Y OBOM CBETOM NPOCTOPY MCTKAO je
boraTy Tanucepujy Bepe Koja Hac nosesyje.

JoK pasmui/bamo 0 NPOTEKAUM FroAMHaMa, CETUMO Ce enucKoma, CBeLTEHUKa, naepa U napoxujaHa
KOjU Cy Hac BOAWAW CBOjMM MPUMEPOM, U HeDBPOjeHMX Y/aHOBA KOjU CYy CBOjUM BPEMEHOM, TajfeHTMMa M
MaTepwujasHMM CpeacTBUMA Aann CBOj AOMPUHOC 3a U3rpaimy Hale upKee. HbnxoBo Hacnehe Hac nHcnupue aa
HaCTaBMMO Aa *KMBUMO CBOjy Bepy ca xpabpolwhy un yseperem y LilapcTBo Hebecko.

Heka oBa roguwmuua byae noAceTHUK Ha BeckpajHy BoOXKjy MMAOCT y HaWMMm KMBOTMMA M MO3MB A3
06HOBMMO M yuBpPCTUMO Hawy nocseheHocT Lipkeu XpucToBoj. 3arpammo byayhHOCT ca BEpOM U HAaZOM, XKeJbHU
Ja nogenvumo sbyb6as XpMUCTOBY Ca HALLOM 3ajeAHULLOM U CBETOM Y KOME }KUBUMO.

MpocnasmMmo 3ajefHO He camo Hawy npowaocT Beh u byayhHOCT Koja je npes Hama.

Very Rev. Stavrofor Djurica Gordic

Phone (415) 567-586

e-mail: stjohnsoc@yahoo.com
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Saint John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
San Francisco

“Hands bruised by endless toil at difficult tasks; forcheads and faces wrinkled with worry at the fate of the morrow; hearts
heavy and backs aching under the burden of never very prosperous days; yet above all, a never-ending faith and a militant love
for Almighty God and His Orthodox Church — that is the story of the children of God in this parish of St. John the Baptist” as
written as the introduction in the Consecration Ad Book of September 5, 1954.

The formation of the San Francisco Bay Area Serbian Community dates from the discovery of gold at
Sutter’s Mill in 1848. Serbs were to be found among the state’s pioneers, and a Serbian-American commu-
nity has continuously existed in California from its entrance into statehood to the present day.

Among the Serbian settlements of the United States, the San Francisco Bay Area has played a major role.
In the early period of immigration, lasting to about 1900, the Bay Area contained one of the larger Serbian
communities in America. San Francisco was also the center for all the Serbian settlements in the sur-
rounding mining and agricultural districts of California and neighboring states.

The Serbs were also major factors in the organization of the essentially Pan Orthodox Russian and Greek
Orthodox Churches in San Francisco during the 1860’s. When the Serbian-Montenegrin Literary and Be-
nevolent Society was organized in San Francisco in 1880, it was the first and only Serbian society in the
United States. A newspaper named Slavjanin appeared in San Francisco in May of 1870. It seems as though
the paper was sponsored by the Russian Orthodox parish in San Francisco, and its lifespan was very
short, but this is the first example we have of a newspaper printed in Serbian language in America. Nu-
merous Serbian language publications appeared in San Francisco, which was one of the major centers of
Serbian Publishing activity during the first decades of the twentieth century.

In the Bay Area and Northern California, were established the first Serbian institutions in America; the
first Serbian society, the first Serbian Orthodox Church, the first Serbian language newspapers, the first
Serbian women’s society, and the first Serbian school. The first significant generation of American-born
Serbs was to be found in California. The earliest known Americans of Serbian parentage were born in Cal-
ifornia at least 160 years ago, among them the first American-born Orthodox priest, Saint Archimandrite
Sebastian Dabovich.

In 1897 at the outset of Alaska’s famous Gold Rush, a society of the Serbian goldminers was organized in
San Francisco, for the purpose of traveling to Alaska to mine for gold. It was called the Serbian Gold Min-
ers Union, and consisted of 100 Serbian miners. Shortly after the turn of the century, the Alaska Serbs,
with the aid of St. Sebastian Dabovich build a small Serbian Orthodox Church and dedicated to St. Sava.

The San Francisco Bay Area can be rightly considered one of the first centers of Orthodox Christianity in
the United States, and Serbs played a major role in its early development. The early Orthodox Church par-
ish in San Francisco was under Russian jurisdiction and was served primarily by Russian priests, yet was
Pan-Orthodox in character, consisting of Serbs, Greeks, Russians, Syrians, and other nationalities. The
impetus for the organization of the first Orthodox parish in San Francisco came from the Greek-Russian-
Slavonian Orthodox Church and Benevolent Society, which was organized in 1864 with initial member-
ship of sixteen, twelve of them whom were Serbs!

The San Francisco Business Directory of 1895 records the Greek-Russian-Slavonic Orthodox Church and
Benevolent Society as having 350 members. Soon afterward, though, this Society ceased to exist. Many of
the most prominent members and officers of the Serbian Society had been active members of the Ortho-
dox Society. The meetings of the Orthodox Society were held at the Russian Church and at the Serbian-
Montenegrin Society Hall, which at the time was located at 10 California Street. Following the demise of

Page 7




the Orthodox Society, the Serbs of San Francisco made several attempts to build or buy a building for a
Serbian Orthodox Church and to secure services of a permanent priest of Serbian Nationality. Saint Se-
bastian Dabovich tells us of a priest from Montenegro named Matanovich who served three liturgies in
the Russian Orthodox Church in 1876, prior to returning to Cetinje, Montenegro due to his inability to
receive permanent assignment in America. Of those early Serbian Orthodox Priests who served in San
Francisco we know very little due to the scarcity of sources on their missions. Saint Fr. Sebastian Dabo-
vich served the Serbian community from the Russian Orthodox Church in San Francisco, and in 1905 he
was officially named head of the Serbian Orthodox Mission in the United States.

The earliest Serbian immigrants to settle in California were natives of the southern part of Adriatic coast
of present day Montenegro, from the region of Boka Kotorska, and other coastal towns as Herceg Novi,
Risan, Kotor, Budva, and Petrovac famed for their experienced seaman. They were among the first Serbs to
reach the New World, serving as sailors and officers on ships that traded with various ports of the emerg-
ing American Republic. The Serbian pioneers of San Francisco and Northern California were also found in
various occupations. Many were engaged in business as fruit brokers and packers, importers and export-
ers, liquor merchants, restauranteurs, saloon keepers, and coffee house proprietors.

The dawn of the history of our parish begins with the arrival of the late Right Reverend Father Archiman-
drite George Kodzic in San Francisco in February of 1919. He was a young Serbian missionary who made
his way through Russia via Vladivostok and Siberia and Japan in order to sail for one of the last remaining
bastions of religious freedom, the United States of America. He was born on May 10, 1880 in Belgrade,
Serbia. He served the Serbian army from August 1914 to March 1918 and was subsequently awarded a de-
cree from His Majesty, King Peter I of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, conferring the decora-
tion of St. Sava, third degree. While doing hard manual labor and living the difficult life of a missionary,
Archimandrite Kodzic persevered in his dream by laying the foundation for this parish: The building of a
Serbian Orthodox Church in San Francisco. On March 1, 1937, he applied his meager funds to the pur-
chase of a small house at 281 Castro Street, which was eventually converted to a missionary home and
chapel, which served the Serbian community of San Francisco as a place of worship until September 5,
1954. Easter Sunday — May 2, 1937 — witnessed the first Divine liturgy. Despite his failing health, he con-
tinued his unselfish devotion to his flock and in January of 1938 mandated the organization of the mis-
sion’s auxiliaries, the Brotherhood of Sts. Cyril and Methodious and the Sisterhood of St. Sophia and her
martyred children, Faith, Hope, and Love. It was his clear vision that anticipated the support and dedica-
tion of these two organizations, whose work on behalf of the church continues to the present
day. Archimandrite Kodzic died on March 10, 1945, but the remembrance of him and his selfless deeds
will remain forever in this Serbian colony. He bequeathed the missionary home and all his worldly pos-
sessions to the parish of St. John the Baptist.

Our church charter was granted on June 4, 1945 to the Serbian Orthodox Congregation of St. John the
Baptist in the City and County of San Francisco, with the Brotherhood then becoming the actual member-
ship of the church and the Sisterhood continuing in its role of auxiliary. At that time, the late Right Rev-
erend Father Archimandrite Dositei Obradovich became the first parish priest, who implemented a rigor-
ous fund-raising campaign, which was instrumental in the building of our present church. Those who
worked with him remember his encouraging words when the zeal of the fund-raisers was at its lowest
ebb, “No matter how humble the beginning, God will provide.” The golden age in the history of our parish
begins with the unanimous approval and decision of the membership on July 2, 1953, along with God’s
help, to erect a new church. The ground-breaking ceremony took place on August 2, 1953 and construc-
tion began shortly thereafter. However, the greatest of all days in the history of this humble parish is the
day of September 5, 1954 when our church was consecrated to God.

His Grace, the late Bishop Dionisije consecrated church with visiting clergy from the entire western re-
gion. On that same day, Father Dositei was elevated to the rank of Archimandrite. The church mortgage

Page 8




was retired on July 31, 1961 with a jubilant congre-
gation thanking God in celebration.

Right Reverend Father Archimandrite Dositei Ob-
radovich was succeeded by the late Reverend Fa-
ther Svetozar Djuranovich, who served our parish
from 1958 to 1964, at which time Protojerej Stav-
rofor Dusan Bunjevic became our parish preist.
Under Father’s spiritual leadership, many special
events took place in our parish. One in particular
to remember is the construction of our parish
home, which was dedicated to the glory of God on
June 4, 1966, and with the unremitting labors of
the parishioners and sisterhood, the parish home
mortgage was liquidated on November 28, 1982.

From 1963 St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox
Church was a part of “Free Serbian Orthodox Dio-
cese” under Bishop Dionisije. Another memorable
moment in our parish was the visitation of Patri-
arch Pavle in 1992. This was the first time in his-
tory that a Serbian Patriarch visited our great
country. Because of Patriarch Pavle, we witnessed
the unification of our Serbian Orthodox
Church. Other moments include the completion
of the beautification of the iconostas, the large
hall, and the painting of the frescoes. Protojerej
Stavrofor Dusan Bunjevic retired in 1999 after 36
years as parish priest.

Protojerej Stavrofor Dusan Bunjevic was succeed-
ed by Reverend Father Marko Matic, who contin-
ued the path of prosperity and spiritual growth of
our parish set on the foundation poured by our
forefathers. The purchase of the property next
door to our parish home at 918-920 Baker Street
gave us the opportunity to continue the never-
ending faith, love and hope of our Serbian Ortho-
dox Church. Fr. Marko served our parish until
February 2007. In 2007 by the decision of His
Grace Bishop Longin, our church was elevated to
the rank of the Cathedral.

Reverend Father Marko Matic was succeeded by
our current parish priest, Protojerej Djurica Gor-
dic, who has dedicated himself to continue the
prosperity of our parish through his never-ending
dedication. A special moment in our church’s his-
tory is the complete administrative unity of the
Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South
America which occurred in May 2009.

In the light of the above history, one can recognize
in the celebration of the Eucharist the primary
source of all structure in this parish: authority,
institutions such as episcopacy, the composition
of the Eucharistic community, the distinction be-
tween laity, priests and bishops—everything
stems from the Church as communal event and
Mystery of the Kingdom. May every ministry in
this parish continue to reflect and serve as types or
images of the eucharistic Banquet of the Kingdom.

The parish has been well-served by the diligent
efforts of the Opstina’s presidents, who have
served so honorably with the help of their constit-
uents. The first president was Stevo Gerunovich,
who served in 1945. He was succeeded by the fol-
lowing: Marko Zambulich (1946); Maxim Ceper-
nich (1947); Petar Lucich (1948, 1949, 1950, 1960,
1961, 1962, and 1963); Milan Churich (1951, 1952,
1953, 1954, and 1955); Savo Sosich (1956): Nikola
Novakovich (1957); Bill Stepanicich (1957, 1974,
1975, and 1976); Lazar Dropo (1958 and 1959); Jovo
Milkovich (1964 and 1965); Petar Kentera (1966,
1967, 1972, 1973, 1981, and 1982); Svetozar Shero-
vich (1968, 1969, and 1970); Milorad Golubovich
(1971, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2009 and 2010); Miroslav
Medan (1977, 1978, 1983, 1984, 1985, and 1995);
Milos Davidovich (1979, 1980, and 1986); Pavle
Bunjevic (1987, 1988, 1989, 1996, 1997, 1998, and
1999); Voy Cheyovich (1990, 1991, and 1992); Don
Kosovac (1993, 1994, and 2000); Steve Davidovich
(2001, 2002, 2011, 2012), Mita Postich (2006, 2007,
and 2008), Bob Medan (2017,2018), Micaelee
Ellswythe (2019, 2020, 2021)Stan Grgich (2013,
2014, 2015, 2022, 2023, 2024),
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Dear Honored Clergy and Fellow Parishioners,

As we celebrate the 70th anniversary of our church, the Sisterhood warmly extends
greetings to each of you. This milestone reflects the dedication, hard work, and sense
of togetherness that has shaped our community over the years.

We offer our deepest appreciation to those who came before us—the founders,
leaders, and all who helped establish this church. Their vision and sacrifices created
the strong foundation we continue to build upon today.

At the same time, we are equally grateful to all of you who presently contribute your
time, energy, and talents for our church . Whether through volunteering, organizing,
or simply offering support to others, your efforts make a meaningful difference.

As we honor the past and celebrate the present, we look forward to the future,
confident that, together, we will continue to nurture and grow our beloved community
for many years to come.

With sincere gratitude,

Liliana Perazich

St Sophia Sisterhood President

[TomrToBaHM YaCHU CBELLITEHUIH, cecTpe U Opaho mapoxujaHu,

Jok craBumo 70. TOQUIIBHITY HAllle PKBE, CECTPHHCTBO CPAAYHO MO3/IPaBJba CBAKOT OJ1 Bac.
OBaj jyOunej oOemexaBa mocBeheHocT, HamopaH pan W ocehaj 3ajegHUIITBA KOJjU j€
00JIMKOBAO HAIITy 3aje€HUILY TOKOM T'OJIMHA.

N3paxkaBamo Hajay0Jby 3aXBaTHOCT OHUMA KOjU Cy OMJIM TIpe HaC — OCHMBA4YMMa, Bohama u
CBHUMa KOjU Cy IMOMOTJIM JIa C€ yCIIOCTaBH OBa IpKBa. tbruxoBa BU3Mja U KPTBE CTBOPHIIE CY
jaKy OCHOBY Ha K0j0Oj HaCTaBJbaMoO Jia TPaJIuMO JaHac.

VY ucto Bpeme, MojijeITHAKO CMO 3aXBaJHH CBMMAa BaMa KOJU TPEHYTHO JOIPHUHOCUTE CBOJUM
BPEMEHOM, €HEPIUjOM M TAJIEHTHMA 3a Hallly LIPKBY. BUJI0 KpO3 BOJOHTHpame, OPraHN30Bakhe
WX jJ€IHOCTABHO MPY)Kambe MOPIIKE IPyruMa, Ballll HAIOPH YUHE 3HAYajHY Pa3JIUKYy.

[TomTyjemMO MpONUUIOCT U CIABUMO CaJlallikbocT, pagyjeMo ce OynyhHoctu, yBepeHu na hemo
3ajeTHO HACTAaBUTH Jla HET'Yj€MO U pa3BHjaMo Hallly BOJEHY 3aj€IHUILY AYT'H HU3 TOAMHA.

Ca uckpeHoM 3axBayiHouIhy,

Jburpana Ilepasuh, npeacennuna Kona cecrapa
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St. Sophia Sisterhood of San Francisco

St. Sophia Sisterhood was founded in 1937 by the late Right
Reverend Father Archimandrite Georgije Kodzic. Dedicated to Faith,
Hope and Love, the Sisterhood is an integral part of St. John the
Baptist Serbian Orthodox Church. With great devotion, the
Sisterhood has carried on its work in selfless support of our church,
beginning with the modest missionary home on Castro Street to the
magnificent church we call our own today. This auxiliary has
persisted in its efforts to add to the church’s finances with its various
activities, such as the annual Valentines Day Luncheon, Sarma
Dinner, Rummage Sale, Champagne Brunch and Lenten Suppers.
Their benevolence is not restricted to our church. As members of the
National Kolo of Srpskih Sestara for the New Gracanica Metropoli-
tanate, they have contributed financially and physically to our St. Sa-
va Camp in Jackson, California for all these years.

The members of St. Sophia have always been most generous with
their financial support, have worked so faithfully and untiringly, year
after year, and have served enthusiastically and devotedly whenever
time and energy permitted. There are those who washed the first dish
in the little missionary home kitchen, cooked and served the first
meal, and are still most active and helpful today. As new members
join our Sisterhood, they immediately take on the task to be done and

Sadly, some of our most dedicated sisters are no
longer with us, but they shall be eternally
remembered and shall remain as an inspiration to
us all. In today’s rapidly and drastically changing
world, the words of St. Paul still hold true, “There
are three things that are unchangeable. They are
Faith, Hope and Love and the greatest of these is
Love.” The late Right Reverend Father
Archimandrite Georgije Kodzic chose well the
name for the Sisterhood of his church — St. Sophia
and her three daughters, Faith, Hope and Love. It
is these qualities which have inspired and
motivated our endeavors and accomplishments
during the past years and we now look confidently
to the future: Secure in our Faith, Sustained by our
Hope, Strengthened by our Love for God, Our
Church and Our Fellow Man.

The Sisterhood’s presidents have given much of
their time and efforts to fulfill the realization of the
organization’s  dreams. Because of their
wholehearted and enthusiastic leadership and the
sincere support of their officers and members, the
Sisterhood continues in their selfless support of
their church. The past presidents are: Anka Dropo

give sincerely and devotedly of their talents.

(1938, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1946,
and 1947); Milena Konevich (1945 and 1946); Ol-
ga Radovich (1948); Helen Cepernich (1949, 1950,
1951, 1952, and 1960); Draga Milkovich (1953,
1954, 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1962, 1963,
1964, 1965, 1966, and 1967); Danica Sosich
(1961); Bessie Popovac (1968 and 1969); Vera
Davidovich (1970, 1971, 1978, 1979, and 1994);
Rose Brdar (1972 and 1973); Helen Stepanicich
(1974, 1975, and 1976); Martha Kardum (1977);
Geneva Miraglia (1980, 1981, 1982, and 1983);
Dorothy Kokalis (1984 and 1985); Cil Grgich
(1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 2001, and 2002); Joy Da-
vidovich (1990 and 1991); Bitsy Kosovac (1992
and 1993); Mimi Runjavac (1995, 1996, 1997,
1998, 1999 and 2000); Suanna Gurovich (2003),
Protinica Ljiljana Bunjevic (2004 and 2005), Zlata
Postich (2006, 2007 and 2008), and Sharon Grgich
(2009), (Liliana Perazich 2010-present)
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HISTORY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL CHOIR OF SAN FRANCISCO

By Robert (Bob) Fowler, Choir Director and Librarian, Oct 2024.
An earlier version of this article appeared in the cathedral's 60th slava souvenir booklet (Oct 2014).

CHOIR & CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES
The completed church building of Saint John Baptist SOC of San Francisco was consecrated on 09/05/1954,
but, at that time, the Saint John Baptist Conception date (old calendar Sep 23 / new calendar Oct 6)
was chosen as the church Slava date. Consequently, our church celebrates its 70th Slava this year on Sunday,
10/06/2024. The Saint John Congregation, however, legally dates back to 06/04/1945, and the Mission/home
where services first began dates further back to 05/02/1937. Our church's continuous history thus spans 87 (not
70) years.

A somewhat similar situation exists with our choir. Serbian Orthodox choirs do not generally have Slavas, so
their anniversaries are based on when they were formed, organized, or reorganized. The Saint John Choir was first
formed in June 1945, at which time it was a joint choir with our sister parish, Saint George SOC in Oakland. In
1951, the choirs further united by adopting the joint name "SSS (Serbian Singing Society) Kosovo'. The choirs for-
mally separated in June 1956, but the separation was an amicable one. At this time, the Saint John Choir adopted
the new name "SSS Ljubomir Bosnjakovich'. Finally, the Saint John Choir internally reorganized in 05/08/1964 as
simply "Saint John Serbian Orthodox Church Choir", but the congregation (and most of the choir) probably no-
ticed no outward changes. Even so, this final reorganization has come to be considered the starting date for the
choir's anniversaries, making 2024 the choir's 60th anniversary, even though our continuous history spans 79
years.
CHOIR HISTORY TIMELINE.

Following this article is a condensed list of important events in Saint John Choir's history. It was compiled from
dozens of sources, which are listed following the timeline. The timeline also includes important landmark dates
from the church's history, which often parallels the choir's history. In particular, the 35-year tenure of Fr Bunjevic
as parish priest (1964-1999) spans the same 35 years during which Voy Cheyovich directed the choir.

The timeline focuses on special events where the choir was invited to perform concerts or provide liturgical re-
sponses, usually for important anniversaries. In particular, at least five Serbian churches located in cities distant
from San Francisco—Fresno, Arcadia, Van Nuys, San Diego, Phoenix—invited (and trusted!) our choir to sing at
their consecration ceremonies, perhaps the most important liturgical event in the life of any church.

The timeline omits activities which the choir considers to be "normal". This includes singing at Sunday liturgies,
holidays, weddings, funerals, memorials, Slavas, the Four Kolos fundraisers, and invitations to sing with the
choirs of the other Serbian churches in the San Francisco area. These 'mormal” events are by no means less im-
portant than the special events in the timeline, but in fact constitute our primary role in the church. Weddings
and funerals are especially important, because they are "once in a lifetime" events.

There is not enough room here to detail the full significance of many events in the timeline. And regrettably, there
is not enough room to acknowledge the many people who sustained (and still sustain) the choir through the
years—singers, directors, officers, volunteers, benefactors. However, details on these events and the people in-
volved can be found in the sources listed following the timeline, which reside in the choir library, the main parish
office, and a few in the priest's office. For the convenience of future researchers, photocopies of the relevant pages
from all these sources were assembled into a single binder in the choir library labelled CHOIR HISTORY, and the
timeline below serves as an index to that binder.

VOJISLAV (VOY) CHEYOVICH.

Any discussion of the choir and its history must eventually focus on Voy Cheyovich. He and his wife Doris (Diki)
were both active in the choir for 51 years (1948-1999). In 1959, Voy was already being acknowledged for
"procuring our music', and in 1964 he became music director. During his 35 years as director, he was instrumental
in building the choir's reputation, its musical repertoire, and its music library. When choir attendance was low,
he canted the liturgical responses, and for a while hired outside singers. When Voy and Diki both retired from
their 'regular jobs" and moved to Jackson CA in 1988, they continued to drive the 260-mile round trip to the Saint
John Choir each Sunday for 11 more years.
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After Voy's retirement from the choir, until his passing in 2007, he continued to keep an eye on us via his "Serbian
Spy" (me). He would often call on Sunday evening to ask how the choir was doing, who was singing, and what we
were singing. He was truly concerned that the choir should preserve its quality, repertoire, and reputation, and
made it clear to me whenever he approved or disapproved of our direction. For my part, I must confess that I kept
no secrets from The Master. Vjechnaja pamjat, Vojislav.

CHOIR LIBRARY

By the time he retired in 1999, Voy had built the choir library into a large collection of both sacred (liturgical) and
secular (folk) Serbian choral music. Since then, I have tried to follow in his footsteps by obtaining music from a
variety of sources, both published and unpublished. Two major sources of unpublished music are musical liturgy
books used at other Serbian churches, and personal music collections brought from Serbia by new choir members.
Adding this music to our own library has not always been easy. I usually offer to borrow the music, copy it, and
return it within a week. Often, the owner assumes (despite my reassurances) that they will never see their music
again, but (of course) they cannot say this and instead make other excuses. Sometimes my diplomacy succeeds,
sometimes not. I have heard that Voy sometimes employed more devious methods to obtain new music.

After 15 years of accumulating additional music, the music library needed a major cleanup and recataloging. This
reorganization was completed first for all of the liturgical music (July 2014) and later for all of the folk music
(May 2017). It is now much easier to locate existing music and to file new music. If you want a copy of any music
that the choir has sung, just ask for it. If you are looking for something that you heard elsewhere, it is probably in
our library. If you want a quick tour of the library, ask the librarian (me).

CHOIR MUSIC
Our music has many origins. It was composed by Serbs, Russians, Americans, Bulgarians, Ukrainians, Georgians,
and others. We sing and chant words primarily in Church Slavonic, Serbian, and English. We have sung respons-
es to clergy who served the liturgy in all these languages (and sometimes in the Georgian language).

CHOIR PUBLICATION
In 2004, all of the music that had been actively used by Voy and subsequent music directors, most of it in manu-
script form, was reprinted using musical software and published in a 420-page book titled Liturgical Music for
Mixed Choir. A copy of this book has even reached Germany, where it is used by the Saint Michael Serbian Or-
thodox Church of Hamburg.
CHOIR MEMBERS.

Our choir members come from varied musical backgrounds. Some are trained musicians, while others read print-
ed music with difficulty. Many learned the liturgy in Serbia as children, while others learned it in America as
adults. Still others have only recently begun to learn the liturgy. Some prefer the ancient chants, while others pre-
fer 4-part arrangements.

The choir is flexible. When there are adequate singers, we sing responses with all four voice parts (SATB). Other-
wise, we can sing with three, two, or even one voice part. Perhaps you have noticed this as a different 'sound" on
some Sundays. This flexibility was important during the COVID pandemic of 2020-2021, when restrictions on
public gatherings limited us to few singers (and initially none). No matter what our size, however, it is most im-
portant that the congregation always experiences the liturgy as it has been celebrated for ages. And that is the
common hope of our choir members—to make a sound that uplifts the spirits of the congregation.

The choir welcomes new members - both young and old, Serbian and non-Serbian. If you wish to join in our tradi-
tion, introduce yourself to the choir at the Sunday liturgy, which starts at 10:30 am, or contact me at the phone
number or email given below. If you have thought about singing in the choir, but do not feel experienced enough,
you can get extra musical help to get 'caught up’ by coming to the church before the liturgy. There is almost al-
ways someone here at 9:30 am or earlier on each Sunday morning.

If you prefer to study the music at home, ask to borrow one of our music books. All of the music that we use is
printed neatly and is easy to read.
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Benefactors

With appreciation to our Benetactors for their
additional financial support!

Dr. & Mrs. Zarija Lukic
First Serbian Benevolent Society
Drs. Miodrag and Jovanka Vujkovic
Mrs. Nadine Radovich
Mr. Stevan Davidovich
Mr. Stan Grgich
Mr. Perry Narancic
Dr. Stanislav Miskovic

Kardum/Portillo Family
St. Sophia Sisterhood
Ms. Alexandra Vuksich
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St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral of
San Francisco on the 70th Anniversary

First Serbian Benevolent Society
Serbian Montenegrin Literary and Benevolent Society
Serbian Cultural Center Museum and Library
Dusan Silni High Degree
Junior Order FSBS
Serbian Cemetary
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Greetings and prayerful wishes to St.
John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
and to it’s faithful on the occasion of
70th Anniversary!

In Loving Memory of
+Mijo and +Anna Miljevic

Founding Members of
St. Archangel Michael Serbian Orthodox Church
Saratoga, California

Theodor Miljevich & Family
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Congratulations and Best Wishes
on the 70th Anniversary
of St. John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral

With gratitude to our founding members,
and all those that followed with their love
and dedication to our Church

In Loving Memory of my parents
Danilo and Olga Radovich

vl

Nadine Radovich & Family
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IToponuna ByjkoBuh
cpaadHo yectura 70 roguHa
on1 ocBehema
pkBe ceeror Jopana Kpcrturespa y Can
DpaHIUCKy
CBHUM IIPAaBOCIIaBHUM BEpHUIMMA!

Bamwa, Muku u Jlazap ByjkoBuh
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Yecturamo CCAaAMACCCTOIOANIIILUITY HAIICT

xpama Csetor JoBana Kpcturespa u xenmmo

CBHMaA IyHO cpehe u ycrnexa!

Mpmua, Cenka, Ajymu u 3apuja JIlykuh
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Saint John Serbian Choir Congratulates
Saint John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
on it’s 70th Anniversary
The choir invites new members
PLEASE COME SING WITH US!

Tropar ZacCeca Sv. Jovana Krstitelia =~ 21-2
Hymn of the Conception of St. John Baptist _

@ Tone 4 arr. Marija Drezgié (2005)
S

ju. Li-kui Za - ha - ri-je, vo-pi-]Ja so - - der-zno -
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bnarocnoseHa 70. roanwibmua

Hawoj napoxmjn Ce JoBaHa Kpctutesma

Bpaho u cectpe, ['ocrion Hac 611arociIoBHO JKUBOTOM 32 KOju ¢y ce Amoctonu moywin (2 Con):

11. 3ato ce W MoIMMO cBarga 3a Bac, Ja Bac bor Ham y4YWHH JOCTOjHHUM 3Barba
W MCIIYHH CBaKy Oyiary Hamjepy 1o0poTe U Jjelio Bjepe y CHIIH,

12. Jla ce mpocmaBu mMme [ocmoma Hamera Mcyca Xpucra y BaMa W BH Yy HbEMY,
o 6iaromaty bora Hamrera u ['ocioga Mcyca Xpucta.

C jpy0aBsby XpHCTOBOM,
Hp Cranucnas Mumkosuh
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YecTuramMo ceaaMaeceToroAuI Iy
Hamer CaoopHor xpama Ceeror JoBaHa
Kpcruresba y Can @paHIUCKY U
JKeJIMMO cBUMa boxuju 0,1arocjioB u
Hanpeaak!

Fr. Djurica and Family

In Memory of +Baka Tanja
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1.

With gratitude and congratulations to the
V. Rev. Djurica Gordic, Protinica Marija,
Jovan and Petar
along with the parish family of
St. John the Baptist
for keeping the faith alive
and doors open to all who seek
the One, True God in San Francisco.

God has not called us to be like those around us. He
has called us to be like Himself.

With prayers and wishes for many more years!

James and Jasminka (Chenich) Gabrie
Los Angeles, California
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Congratulations on your
70th anniversary!

From the Medan Families
Danica, Dushan, Gigi, Ilija, Kevin, Marina, Robert, Mira, Aleksandar,
George, Tomislav, John, Jelena, Stefan & Juliana
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Sretna Slava
from Predrag Narancic
and Jasenka Rakas
with
Nikola and Diana!

May God grant our parish
many more years!
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In Memory of +Nick and +Celia Grgich

Nick Dushan Grgich—Celia Ann Grgich
February 1922-July 2011  July 1923—December 2023

From their sons
Steve, Stan, Dan and Mitch
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InvMemory of
Vic Shapona(Vitomir Saponja)
and
InvRecognitior of our Nephew,Stevew Shapona

The icong were painted: by a-very talented: young artist, Steven Shaponas

Stevew iy the son of Vic Shapona, who painted. the original icony and other
religious paintings on the wally and. domes of the St. Johw's Sexbian Orthodox
Church inv Saw Francisco: Approximadely forty yeary later, after studying nuwmerous
publicationy ovw iconography and literally hundredy of photography of famousy
icony, Steveny, like his father before him, undertook the task of painting the Church
icong for Holy Trinity,

Forever invOur Hearty

Family Amerine and Family Shapona
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Yecruramo Hamoj npksu Cs. JoBana Kpcrurespa 70
rogvHa ocBehema cBora xpama a ca nijeTreToM u Jby0aBIby
cehamo ce HamIer cynpyra, o1ia, cBeKpa, Jefe M mpazene
craBpodopa npote [lymana bymesuha Koju je ocraBuo
BeJIMKM Tpar 3a cooom ciayxehu y 10j myHmx 35 rogmHa.
On Hac My je Beunto cehame, 7by0aB 1 xBasia a ox 'ociozma
PagoCT M Harpajga y apcTBy Be4HOM.

Hberosm HajMmiInju,
IIpornanna JbusbaHa ca mopoanmomM
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Congratulations!

The Serbian Church has been the back
bone of our ancestors.

A special thanks to Father Dusan,
Protenica & Family for their
unwavering support

Kardum Portollo Family
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Greetings on St. John's 70th from guess who?

Paul Vuksich Family
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A blessed and joy-filled 70th Anniversary of
St. John Cathedral to Fr. Djurica Gordic
and all Parishioners!

May the Lord grant you wisdom and guidance to
continue growing in Christ and witnessing our
Holy Orthodox Faith - Svetosavlje!

Mnogaja Ljeta!
With love and prayers,

Fr. Bratislav Bratso Krsic
Fr. Paul Germain
Church Board and All Auxiliary Organizations
and Parishioners
St. George Serbian Orthodox Church
San Diego, California
StGeorgelnSD.org
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Congratulations on your 70th Anniversary!
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Congratulations to St. John the Baptist
Cathedral on your 70th Anniversary
Thank you for all your good works

The Radakovich Family
His Grace Bishop Maksim with Nikola, Kata, Lika, Drina
and Maksim

Page 41



Page 42



Best wishes
Veljko,Ana,Elida and Milica

714 754 1917

e -l " . .
N TA !:::-._ es1ons Com
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We congratulate the
St. John the Baptist Cathedral for
70 years of love, taith and hope!

Iri Landscape INC
Award Winning Design &
Build Landscape Company

[rilandscape.com

Page 46




Best wishes to Saint John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
on its 70" anniversary.

In loving memory of
+ Miroslav Michael Djordjevich,
a proud and dedicated Serb.
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With brotherly love,
the Board and Members of
St. Archangel Michael
Church
Saratoga, California
extend congratulations
and best wishes on the
occasion of your Slava and
70th Anniversary

Very Rev. Vidoslav Vujasin
and the Church Board
Chris Milosovich, President
Dragoslav Grbovic, Ist Vice President
John Medan, 2nd Vice President,
Nenad Vukicevic Financial Secretary
Tanja Vrcelj, Treasurer
Alexandra Lisonek, Secretary

Board of Directors
Mary Bogdanovich
Ted Miljevich
Rob Adzich
Mihailo Vrcelj
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Congratulations on 70 Years!

In Memory of Bob Visnick

The services and celebrations with family and friends at St John's
always brought a big smile to his face.

His lowing family,

Bea, Kathleen, Milo, Lisa, Shahab, Dan, Karin, Brennan & Max

CpehHa u 01arocioBeHa
70-Ty TOAUIIIK-UIA HAILIET CA0OPHOT XpaMa
Cg. JoBana Kpcturespa y Can OpaHIUcKy!

Januio, Hepenka n Cama MakcumoBuh
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The Antovich family
is grateful to celebrate this milestone
Happy 70th Anniversary to St. John’s cathedral!

Panko, lanujen u Jacua I'ajuh 1995. roanne no goacky y
Can ®paHuucKo
Ranko, Daniel & Jasna Gajic 1995. when they arrived to
San Fransicko
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Yecturamo 70-ty
TOJIMIIIHUITY HAIer
Xpama CBETOT
JoBana Kpcrurespa
y Can ®paHIucKy!
JKusenu Ha MHOTaja
Jjbetal
[Topoauna 'ajuh



With heartfelt gratitude, we celebrate the 70th Anniversary of St. John
the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral!

This church has been an important part of our family’s life beginning
with Aleksandra Mandaric’s parents, Milan and Gordana, and
continuing with us. Our children, Milan and Daniela were baptized
here and we look forward to becoming more active in the community.
lIan Parker, while raised as an Episcopalian is working with Fr. Djurica
and planning to convert to the
Serbian Orthodox Faith after worshiping here.

We are thankful for the church that has supported our family through
generations.

For the past 20 years Ian is deeply grateful for being welcomed by the
church community and for the warmth and fellowship shared with it’s
members!

With Love and Blessings,
Ian Parker, Aleksandra Mandaric-Parker, Milan and Daniela

20. septembar 2024. Tacno je proslo tri godine i pet
dana od mog dolaska u San Francisco, a Jamal je stigao
dva mjeseca kasnije. Odmah sam pronasla utociste u
crkvi, gdje sam se osjecala prihvaceno i nikada sama. Kad
smo ja i Jamal tek stigli, ve¢ smo bili zajedno devet
godina i tek zaruceni, ali nas Zivot se znacajno promijenio
kada smo ovdje krstili Jamala, koji je postao Dragan, i
uzeli slavu moje pokojne bake Janje. Proputovali smo i
zivjeli na raznim mjestima, i ako Bog da, zajedno éemo
jos mnogo toga dozivjeti. Ipak, vrijeme provedeno u San
Franciscu i znacaj ovog Hrama Svetog Jovana Krstitelja
ostat ¢e u nasim srcima zauvijek.

Katarina & Jamal Dragan Al-Sheikhly
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[Toponuia JakoBreBuh
bpanucnas, Jacmunka,
Huxona u Mapuja

Congratulations on the
70th Anniversary!

Alex Dzigurski Family
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To the Parishioners
and our Friends at
St. John’s
Cathedral
Congratulations on
the
70th Anniversary!
God Bless All!

Vojo & Vera
Sredanovich
and family
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With Congratulations and Best Wishes
on your 70" Anniversary and Krsna Slava

Diana Zora Mihailovich
William Davidovich
Simona and Vukasin Cupic
Sandy Popovich

Special thanks to Tea & Jonathan York and Dragana & Sasa Kalezic for your generous
donations! Your support has enabled us to restore these important symbols of our faith,
enhancing the beauty and sanctity of our worship space. The newly refurbished crosses not
only stand as a testament to our shared beliefs but also serve as a reminder of the love and
dedication that our community holds for one another. We are deeply thankful for your
kindness and commitment to our church. Your contribution has made a significant impact,
and we are excited to see how these revitalized symbols will inspire both our congregation
and visitors for years to come.
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O
St. John The Daptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
000 Baker Street
San Francisco, California 94115
415.567.5069
www.sjsoc.org



