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o Easter Message from Holy Assembly of
Serbian Bishops
o Easter Message from His Grace Bishop Maxim
o Easter Message by Fr. Djurica Gordic

o Easter Message from
Parish Board President Stan Grgich

o Easter Message from
Sisterhood President Liliana Perazich

e Parish Council 2024
¢ Financial Secretary report by B. Djordjevic
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e Cathedral Slava 2023
e Church Property Projects
e The communique of the
Holy Assembly of Bishops 2024
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e Savindan 2024
o Stewardship Reflection
e Obituaries
e Events 2024
e Living out the Incarnation in our Lives by
B. Djordjevic
e Save the date 2024
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Heroea Ceerocr
ApxHenHcxon nehxq
MuTpononur
Deorpancko-KapaoBavykH 1

Iarpujapx cpncku r. [lopdupnje

Cpricka IpaBocinaBua Llpksa
CB0j0j IyX0BHOj Aenu o Backpcy 2024. rogune

HOPP®PUPUJIE

o munioctu boxjoj

IPaBOCIaBHU Apxuenuckon nehku,
Mutporonmut ~ OeorpajcKo-KapioBauykd |
[laTpujapx cprcku, ca CBHM apxujepejuma
Cpncke IlpaBocnaBHe llpkBe — CBEIITEHCTBY,
MOHAIIITBY U CBHUM CHHOBHMMa  kKhepuma Harie
cere LlpkBe: 6maroaar, mmitoct u Mup ox bora
Ona, u I'ocnopa namera Mcyca Xpucra, n
Hyxa Csetora, y3 paJOCHH BaCKpIIHU
H03/IpaB:

XPUCTOC BACKPCE!

Kaoa cu cuwao x
empmu, Kueome
becmpmHu,

maoa cu ympmeuo ao
onucmarbem
boowcancmsa,

a xaoa cu ympie 00
NPAUCKOHU 8ACKPCAO,
cee cune nebecke Tu

KAUYAX):

Kusomooasue, Xpucme
Boorce naw, crasa
Teou!

W3rosapajyhu cmeno u HENOKOJIeOUBO
pedn oBe OOroHaJaxHyTe XHUMHE, IPHIPYKUMO

Ce  CBETHUM  TMpaoluma,  MNaTpHjapcuMa,
POPOLIUMA, arocToINMa, MY4YEHUILIUMA,
penojo0HuMa, IpaBeIHULINMA,

UCTIOBEJHUIIMMA W Yy4YUTEeJbHUMa Bepe, Kao u
cBUM aHleNCcKUM XOpOBHMMa, KOjU JlaHAC Ha
HebecuMa cilaBe CBETO U JKMBOTOJABHO
Backpceme I'ocnoame! IloxurajMo m Mu ca
JKeHamMa MHUpPOHOCHIIaMa Ka TMpa3sHOM Trpoly
XpHUCTOBOM, Ja U MU 4yjeMo peuu aHheocke,
UCIYHCHE HENPOJIa3HOM pajoIhy:

»BpeMe miady rnpecraje; He I1auuTe

Hero Backpceme anocronuma jasute!”

Banctuny, Hecragome cyse ca Jnna
OHMX KOju Cy Ounm mox Bramhy cmpry,
UCIYHECHA j€ HaJa CBUX Bepyjyhux u yrerieHa
Cy Cpua OHMX KOju Cy Tyrosamu. ,Heka ce
Becenu He0Oo M HeKa ce pajyje 3emiba!l Xprucroc
BacKpce M KHUBOT Lapyje!” — mobemToHOCHO
0J/13Bamajy HEOOM M 3eMJBOM y BEKOBE BEKOBA

OmaroBecTByjyhe  peuun  cBeror  JoBaHa
3natoycta, BeNUKOr mpomoBenHuka LlpkBe
Backpcnora Xpucra.

Jpara Hama Jeno JIyXOBHa, CBE

ceemitene kmwure Crapor u Hosor 3asera
ynyhyjy Ha HWCTHHY, HCTHHY O Backpcemy.
boronamaxuyru TMICaIMOIIOj a1y JaBun
IpOpoKyje O CcTpagamy ©  Backpcemy
XpHCTOBOM OBUM peUHMa:

,,KOJInKe cl MM IOKa3a0 HEBOJbE MHOTI'E
U 371¢

Y TIOBPATUBIIIH CE€ 0)KUBEO CU M€

U u3 Oe3naHa 3eMJbe ONET CU Me
u3seo” (Ilc. 70, 20).

Benuku crapozaBetHu mpopok Mcawja,
kora 6oroHocHu Ouum LlpkBe ¢ mpaBom 30BY
CTapO3aBETHHUM jeBaHN)eIMCTOM, YHAIMpE] jaCHO
BUIM CTpajame u Backpceme XpucroBo u
3ammcyje: ,,A oH 00JecTH Hallle HOCH H HCMOhI/I
Hale y3e Ha ce0e, a MM MHIIJBaCMO Jia je
pameH, aa ra bor 61/1je U Mydd. AT OH Ou
pameH 3a Halle IpecTyne, W30MjeH 3a Hamia
Oe3akoma; KazHa Oellle Ha HeMy Halllera MUpa
pajyu ¥ paHOM HETOBOM MHU CE HUCLENHNCMO. |...]
N Ou merHyT Mel)y 3i0unHIlE, @ CAM HOCH
rpexe MHOTUX | 3a 3nounHIe ce mom” (Mc. 53,
4-5u12).

3ajenHo ca BenmukuMm Mcaumjom, Ha
TaJaHCTBEH U 3aJMBJbyjyhM HauWH, W MU
MIOCTajEMO CBEJOIM CBEra OBOra INTO C€ Hac
panu 30mn0. I He camo Ja cMO CBEIOIM HETro
OMBaMO ¥ YYECHHUIIM OBE 4YyJeCHE TajHe
cnasehn panac Ilpa3HuK Haja Npa3HULUMA.
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3aTo ce y 0Baj BEJIMKW W CBETJIM JIaH pPaayjeMo
Hctunu, pagyjemo ce jep je cMpT moOehena y
cycpery ca JKuBum, Osamnohenum borowm.
YocranoMm, HUje YyqHO LITO HApoOJ Ha HalleM
Jyry Backpc dyecto HasuBa Bemuknan, a y
I'pukoj Jlam6pwu, mwto he pehu Ceernu [an. Cee
IITO YMHUMO J00pa paau, CBakud TPYA,
nperayhe u camomperop, cBaka XpTBa, CBaka
Cy3a U CBaK MOJHETH 00J JOOUIIH Cy CMUCA0 Y
BEUYHOCTH TpHjyMPOM IKHBOTAa Haa cMphy,
Backpcewem l'ocnonmum. Mmak, m y oBe
CBEPAJOCHE NpPa3sHUYHE JAHE CBEIOUU CMO Ja
OKO Hac OJjjeKyje HEeyTeIIHM Iulad MajKud 3a
IIOCTPAAAIOM JIeOM, JIele 3a IOCTpagaiuM
poauresbuma, OpahoMm M cecTpama, keHA 3a
U3THHYJIUM MYXK€BUMa, U Taj IUIad pazaupe
rpyad TpUNAJHUKA MHOTHX Hapoja, a Mmeby
BbUMa U Halera, Cprnckor Hapona. Hacuibe ce
BPIIM ¥ MHMO PaToOBa, j€p Y BPEMEHY y KOjeM
KUBAMO HH OJCYCTBO paTa a par je,
Ha)XaJOCT, Ba3Ja Ty — HHMJE€ IapaHT UCTHHCKOT
MHUpa; 3J0YMHH M HACHJbe Cy IOCTalH JIE0
crakonHepuie. JKene, xojuma je 'ocmon mao
yacT na Oyany npse OnarosecHuiie Iberosor
Backpcera, Hajuemhe cy xpTBe Hacuba. Kpos
CTpajama >KE€HA CTpajajy W Ielie IOpOoJHULIE.
Jlena cy, Ha >KaJoCT U CPaMOTy CBeTa KOjU ce
JIUIIEMEPHO XBaJlu ,»JeMOKpaTHjom” u
,»JBYJICKUM IIpaBUMa’”, ®PTBE 3JI0YMHA U y paTy
Uy MUpY. ¥Y3a CBE TO, MU JbYJIU CMO CBE BHILIE
OC3BOJBHM M allaTMYHHM, CCOMYHU u
paBHOAYIIHM TmpemMa Tyhoj HeBobM, Npema
CTpajlalby OMKIbUX, M Ce C MPAaBOM MOXKEMO
3anuTaTH: HUje M Beh Hactymwia rHycoOa
OIlyCTOLIEHa O KOJOj TOBOPH CBETH IPOPOK
Hanuno? [Ipyrum peuuma, He KMBUMO JM Beh
YBEIIMKO HE y TAaKO3BaHOM ITOCTXPHIITNaHCKOM
cBery Beh y aHTUXpUIThaHCKOM WJIH, IITABUIIIE,
aHTUXPUCTOBCKOM CBETy, CBeTy 0e3 Bepe,
MopaJja 1 Hayena?

YoBexk panammuue Banu: [ocnoxe,
3alITO CH Hac OCTaBHO? AJM, UCTOM YOBEKY
na”ammwuie bor Ou  Morao Ja  y3Bpartu
nutameM: YoBeue, 3alITO CH OCTaBHO JPYror
yoBeka? ['zne je TBOj Ommxmbu? CaMuM THM, Te
cam 3a Tebe Ja, Topan, CnacuTtesb W jeUHU
BeuHH u npasu [Ipujaress u JJobporsop TBOj?

Cun boxju OBamohenu, I'ocrion Hcyc
Xpucroc, Cnacuress u M36asuress Ham, Koju
Je cTpajnao 3a MHOTE, 3a CBE, yKJLyqyjth U OHE
koju ['a Mp3e, U 1ajbe cTpaja 3a Hac Kpo3 cBa
Hama crtpagama. Ha cBOM KpCTOHOCHOM myTy U
MU, HapoJ CpIICKH, HOocehn KpCT CBOj, HOCHUMO
n Kpcr Xpucros. Ilonenn cmo ra u y Ilpsom
CBETCKOM paTry KaJa CMO, y OJIHOCY Ha Opoj
HaIINX CYHapOJHHKA, ounmm HajBehn
CTpaJlaJlHULIK CcBeTa. Ham KpCTOHOCHU XOxa ce

HacTaBuO U y JIpyrom CBETCKOM pary, Kaja cy,
y 371ornacHoj u cpamHoj HesaBuchoj pkaBu
XpBaTcKoj, MPaB/LEHU JIOTOPH YaK M 3a Hally
Jely y KojuMa cy Jela yMmupana o IVIajH,
CTYJEHHM, OojecTH M 3JlocTaBjbama. Camo cy
Kox Hac, y okynupanoj CpOuju, mox
MUTPAJbECKUM MeLUMa HEMaukKUX HalucTa
Mocje IIKOJICKUX 4acoBa ymHpaie yere haka y
jensom aany. CTpajaiy CMO y CBaKOM 3aCEOKY,
ceny, rpagy. MctuHuTOCT TOTra CTpajama HHUCY
Mopaje na TOoTBplyjy HAMETHYTE aMmopaiiHe
pe3oiylyje: BbUX Cy CBEI0UMIIA cama CTpajama,
0e3 JaXHUX CBEJOKAa Y JIMIY HEMOCPEAHUX

IIOTOMAakKka n MOoCpCaAHUX CJIGI[6€HI/IK3.
H3BpHIKIala CTBApHOI rCHOHAA.
Kao macTupu CJIOBECHOT'a craga

XpucroBor, ca xajbemeM mojacehamo cBe Ha
YUILCHHUIYy Jla je CBET Yy KOME IKMBHUMO
3a00paBUO TCHOIM] HaJl CPIICKUM HapoJOM Yy
nBajgeceToM crosiehy, kao U y BEeKOBUMA KOJH CY
My nperxoauau. CBako Apyro 6pao Ha MeCTUMa
rae xuBe Cpbu cBojeBpcHa je ['onrora.

Temn Hac M yCIIOKOjaBa YHI-EHUIIA /1A
npunagamMo HapoJy KOju je y roJuHama MHpa,
KOje Cy JoJla3uiie TOCJe CTpPAIlHUX BpEMEHa
cmptH, ciuenehu  JeBanhessy — Backpcnora
Xpucra Ha KOME je YTEMEJbEH, IpallTao

JY)XHULMMa CBOjUM, a Ca NpHIaJHALIHMA
JIPYTHX HapoJia XEJIEO M HACTOjao Jia U3TPaju
60o5by W 3ajepHuuky Oynyhnoct. 36or Tora
JaHaC CHAXHO TOAMKEMO CBOj TIJac H
YKa3yjeMO Ha arcoyyTHy HEUCTHHY W MOKYLIA]
HEOUBAIOT UCTOPHJCKOT PEBU3UOHHU3MA, Y KOME
Cce HACTOjU Jla TPOCTOM HWHBEP3HjOM CPIICKH
HApoJ, OKPTBAa BHUIIECTPYKUX TEHOUHUAA W
eTHUYKOor uumthewa, Oyae mporjameH 3a
nmoynHHOIa reHouuaa. He ymamyjemo pasmepe
3nouynHa y CpeOpeHuliy, ajiv, Kao MpaBOCIaBHU
Cpbu, He mnpehyTKyjeMO HH 3JOYMHE HaJ
CPIICKUM HapoaoM Yy okoiuHu CpeOpeHute.
Haxkanoct, Ha Te 37I04MHE 10 CPIICKUM CEIHMa
y KOjuMa cy 3aTHpaHe 1iejie OpOAULE U KOJU CY
ce KOHTUHYHpaHo aemaBanu ox 1992. no 1995.
TOJIMHE, HE 00a3Upy Ce MpeyIaradn pe3omynuja.
Ilo ®wuMa, TMOCTOJU EKCKIY3MBHO IPaBO Ha
KPTBY U 6o 360r ncte. o HaMma, CBE HEBUHE

KpTBE Cy HEBUHE IKpTBe, Ouie OHe
MYCJIMMAHCKE WM XPBAaTCKE WJIM MAaK CPIICKE,
mro  ,Myapo”  mnpehyTkyjy — caBpeMeHu

PEBU3UOHUCTH W HENpHUjaTeJbH HCTOPH]jCKE
UCTHHE, KOjU CBOJUM HAMETamkeM EKCKIY3UBHOT
mpaBa Ha 0OJ M XPTBE, OCTaBJbajy CBUMa HaMa
KOjU JKMBUMO Ha OBHUM IIPOCTOpUMA KaMeH
crioTHUllama 3a OynyhHocT.

Y npupoau  crtBOopeHor Ouha je
caJp)kaHa HEroBa IMOBE3aHOCT Ca CBETOM, ca
MIPUPOJIOM, OJTHOCHO Ca 3eMJbOM Ha K0jOj *KHBH,
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KOja je ’heroBa KoJeBKa, IOM U MECTO Iorpeoa.
KocoBo u MeToxuja Cy u Hallla KOJIeBKa U HaIll
noM. Ha KocoBy um Meroxuju, y Crapoj
CpOuju, Hamaze ce HalIM >KUBU W HaIU
nokojuu. MprtBux Hema. Mu cmo LlpkBa
KUBUX. MU cMO XxpuimhaHCKU HApOJ, HAPO.
lonmrotre u Backpcewa. Mu cmo Hapon
XpUITNAHCKOT MJICHTUTETA HM3PAKEHOT KpO3
3aayxOuHe, Koje YuHe Hajrymhu MOJUTBEHU
BEHAIl XpaMoOBa Ha CBETY, BEHAI] KOjU CMO
ucruienu Ha KocoBy m Meroxuju. M 1o je
uctuHa mTo Ha ropu croju! Ty ce mpemnuhy
Halla MPOLUIOCT, CafallllkbocT U OyayhHOCT.
Jep, OBa cBeTa U KPCHOBACKPCHA 3eMJba 32 HAC
HUje OOMYHA TEPUTOpHjAa HErO YNPAaBO OHA
cBeTa 3eMiba U3 Koje he ce mpoOyautu u
BAaCKPCHYTH Hamle ,,I0Jb€ CYXHX KOCTHjY".

Tpeba na ce yBek MonuMo U Aa Oyaemo y3
Haury crpajganiy opahy u cectpe Ha Kocoy u
Metoxuju, Koju Cy )KUBHU U3pa3 HAJE, JbyOaBH,
Tpajatba M TMpeTpajaBamba y PacmetoMm u
Backpciaom Xpucry ['ocniony, y3 \BHX KOjU Cy
MeTa Hacujba CaMo 3aTO IITO Cy MPaBOCIABHU
xpuirhanuy, npaBociaBau CpOu, 1ITO Cy CBOjU
Ha CBOME. Onu xuBe y TakO3BaHOM MHDY, Y
»,MHPY” y KOjeM Hema cnobone, y ,,Mupy” y
KOjeM HMMa caMO cTpaxa u Hempasze. Omer
CMO, Ka0 M MHOTO MyTa paHHje, CyOueHH ca
HemahaMa M MPUTHCLIMMA, alld Cy HaM CBarjaa
Ha yMy peuM cBerora npopoka Hayma: ,,Axo u
Jecy y CHJIM 1 MHOTO MX UMa, oneT he ce ucehu
u npohu” (Haywm 1, 12).

I'ocnox nam HMcyc Xpucroc, Koju je
npuneo CeOe Ha KXPTBY, JeIHOM 3a CBarja, 3a
KUBOT CBETa, Kako OW IMOHEO I'pexe MHOTHX,
Haml Emanyun, wro 3Haun Ca umama je boe,
HUJ€ HAac HUKaJa N0 caja 3a00paBUO HUTH
octaBuo. themy ce y oBe cBete naHe oopahamo
KOJICHOTIPEKJIOHOM MOJIMTBOM Jla 3aIlITUTH,
crace, IOMWIyje U cadyBa poJ  Hall
MIpaBOCIaBHU OJI CBUX IOLIACTH, HENPABAU U
Hacuyba. Y TOM MOJHMTBEHOM cycpeTy ca Hbum,
JKusum Borom, Backpceinum, BepyjeMo U 3HaMO
Jla CBaKa TParudHOCT MOCTaje NPOCTOP HAje U
cmucia, ok 0Oe3 Mbera cByma uapyjy, 6e3
o03upa y KakBe XajbMHE OWIM OJCBEHHU,
oe3nahe m Oecmmcao. OBO mpeacTaBsba jefaH
ol HajBehmx wM3a30Ba HalIer BpEMEHa,
Hacmpam Kojer Mu XpuithaHu, Kao OHU KOJH CY
carenecauin OBarioheHor Cmmciia m Peun,
MOpaMoO CTajaTH YBPCTO U HEMOKOJIeOuBO,
ceenouehu ga mocroje npasu Ilyr, Mctuna u
JKuBOT — Hacpam JIaKHUX.

Crora Bac mo3uWBaMo, Jpara Jeuo
JyXOBHA, J1a HEYMOPHO HETyjeMo, IIITO 3Hauu
Ja MOJMTBEHO M TPYJI0JbYOMBO H3pakaBaMo,

JISTUTUMHY U IPUPOIHY MOTPedy 3a HAPOIHUM
jeauHcTBOM. TO Hamie HapoAHO jEAUHCTBO
octBapyjemo mox omodopom Ceeror Cage, y
Lpxeu Xpucra, bora XXusora, unje Pacnehe u
Backpcewe Cprcku MpaBOCIAaBHU  HApoOJ
NPOXKHBJbaBA U MKOHU3Yj€ Y CBOM XOAy Kpo3
ucropujy. Crera llpkBa XpucroBa TeMeJbHH |
JIOM CBaKor Haler OBO3E€MaJbCKOT
npeOuBanuIITa ¥ He mo3Haje Tpanune. Ko
MOXK€ Jla oJpenu rpaHule Backpcewma u
KMBOTa Ha KojuMa ce Temesbu Hama llpksa?
Pey je Xpucrosa: ,,Ja cam BaCKpCebe U HKHUBOT.
Ko Bepyje y mene, ako u ympe, xuBehe. U
CBAKO KO JKHBH H Bepyje y MeHe, Hehe ymperu
BaBek” (JoB. 11, 25 — 26). CTora, cTapajMo ce
na OnaronaTHO M OOrocimyKOEHO ypamamo Y
Tajuy Kpcra m Backpcewa Xpucrosor, na
JbyOMMO jeHU Apyre Kao mTo XpUCToC Jbyou
Hac. ,,A Kajga ce OBO pacmaJjbuBo oOyde y
HEpacHaJJbUBOCT, U OBO CMPTHO O00yd4e Yy
OecmprHOCT, OHIa he ce ucmyHuTH OHa pey
mro je Hanucana: [lobema mpoxape cMmpT
(IKop. 15, 54), u yrphe Tl'ocmon cy3e ca
CBakora JuIa, M CpaMOTy Hapoja CBojera
ykunyhe ca cse 3emipe” (Uc. 25, 8).

Xpucroc Backpce!

Hano y [latpujapmmju cprickoj y beorpany, o
Backpcy 2024. ronune

Bamm monutBenunu npen Backpeaum
I'ocnoom:

Apxuenuckon nehku, Mutpononut
0eorpaIcCKo-KapI0BauyKH
u Ilarpujapx cprncku [IOPOUPUIE

Murtpononut nadpo6ocancku XPM30CTOM
MHUTPOTIOIUT IPHOTOPCKO-TIPUMOPCKH
JOAHUKWUIJE

Enunckon cpemckn BACUJIMJE
Emuckon 6amanyuku JEOPEM
Enuckon Oynumcku JIVKUJAH
Enuckon 6anarcku HUKAHOP
Enuckon HoBorpayaHU4Ko-
cpenmeszanagnoamepruku JIOHI' MH
Emnckon kanancku MUTPODAH
Enuckon 6auxku UPUHE]J

Enunckon OpuTaHCKO-CKaHIMHABCKU
JOCUTE]

Enwnckon xnuku JYCTUH
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Enuckon Bpawcku [TAXOMUNIE
Enuckon mymaaujcku JOBAH

Enuckon 6pannveBcku UT'EBATUIE
Enuckon 3BopHnuko-ty3inancku ®OTUIE
Enuckon munemescku ATAHACHUIE
Enuckon nucennopdcku 1 HeMauku
I'PUTOPUIE

Enuckon pamko-npuzpencku TEOJOCHUIE
Enwuckon 3anagnoamepuuku MAKCHUM
Enuckon ropwoxkapioBauku I'EPACHUM
Enuckon ucrounoamepuuku UPUHEJ
Enuckon kpymesauku JJABUJL

Enuckon cnaBonckun JOBAH

Enuckomn ayctpujcko-mBajiapcku AHJ/IPEJ
Enuckon ouxahko-nerpoBauku CEPI'MJE
Emmckon tTumouxkun MJIAPUOH

Enuckon numiku APCEHUJE

Enuckon OyeHOCajpecKu u jy»KHO-
uentpanHoamepuuxku KUPUJIO

Enuckon Mutpormonuje ayctpainjcko-
HoBo3enanacke CUJITYAH

Emmckon nanmaruackun HUKOUM
Enuckon oceuko-mosbCKu U 0apambCcKu
XEPYBUM

Enuckon BasseBcku UICUXUIE

Enuckon OynuMIbaHCKO-HUKIITHhKH
METOUIJE

Enuckomn 3axyMcKo-xepiieroBauku
JUMUTPUIE

Enuckon ma6auku JEPOTEJ

Enuckon 3anagnoesponcku JYCTUH

Bukapau Enmckon pemesujancku CTEOAH
Buxapuu Enuckon moxaukun JIAMACKHH
Buxapuu Enuckon mapuancku CABA
Buxapuu Enuckon xymcku JOBAH
Buxapuu Enuckon xsocrancku AJIEKCEJ
Buxapuu Enuckon nHoBoopacku MJIAPMOH
Bukapau Enmckon jerapcku HEKTAPUJE
Buxapuu Enuckon nmunseancku JJOCUTEJ
Buxkapuu Enuckon torumuku [IETAP

YMupoBsseHH Enmckon 380pHUYKO-
ty3nancku BACUJIUIJE

Ymuposibenn Enuckon kanaacku 'EOPI'MJE

YMupoBsbeHH Ennckon cpeamoeBpOICKU
KOHCTAHTHUH

Ymupossbenu Enuckon cnaBoncku CABA
YMupoBsbeHr Enmckon MusiemeBcKu
OUIIAPET

Ymupossbenu Enuckon numiku JOBAH

The Serbian Orthodox Church
to her spiritual children at Pascha, 2024

PORFIRIJE

By the Grace of God
Orthodox Archbishop of Pec, Metropolitan of
Belgrade-Karlovci, and Serbian Patriarch,
with all the Hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox
Church to all the clergy, monastics, and all the
sons and daughters of our Holy Church: grace,
mercy, and peace from God the Father, and
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit,
with the joyous Paschal greeting:

Christ is Risen!

“When You descended into death,

O Life immortal,

You slayed Hades with the splendor of Your Divinity,
and when from the depths You raised the dead,

all the powers of heaven cried out to You:

O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory to You.”
(Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone-2)

Boldly and unwaveringly proclaim-
ing the words of this divinely inspired hymn,
let us join the holy forefathers, patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, martyrs, venerable ones,
righteous ones, confessors, and teachers of the
faith, as well as all the angelic choirs, who
today in heaven celebrate the holy and life-
giving Resurrection of the Lord! Let us also
hasten with the myrrh-bearing women to the
empty tomb of Christ so that we too can hear
the words of the angel, filled with eternal joy:
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"The time for sorrow is passed,; weep not;

but announce the Resurrection to the
Apostles!”

Indeed, tears have disappeared from
the faces of those who were under the power of
death, the hope of all believers has been ful-
filled, and the hearts of those who mourn have
been comforted. "Let the heaven rejoice and let
the earth be glad!" Christ is risen, and life
reigns!" - resound the victorious words of St.
John Chrysostom, the great preacher of the
Church of the Risen Christ, through heaven and
earth forever and ever.

Our dear spiritual children, all sacred
books of the Old and New Testament point to
the truth of the Resurrection. The divinely in-
spired psalmist David prophesied about the suf-
fering and Resurrection of Christ in these
words:

“How great and evil are the afflic-
tions You showed me,

and You returned and made me live;

and You raised me up again from the
depths of the earth.” (Psalm 70 (71):20)

The great Old Testament prophet
Isaiah, whom the God-bearing Fathers of the
Church rightly call the Old Testament evange-
list, clearly sees in advance the suffering and
Resurrection of Christ, and writes: “Surely, he
has borne our infirmities and carried our dis-
eases;
yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; up-
on him was the punishment that made us
whole, and by his bruises we are healed.---
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong, because he poured out himself to
death” (Isaiah 53:4-5, 12)

Together with the great Isaiah, myste-
riously and amazingly, we also become wit-
nesses of all this that has happened for our
sake. And we are not only witnesses but also
participants in this miraculous mystery, cele-
brating the Feast of Feasts today. That is why
we rejoice in the Truth on this excellent and
bright day: death has been defeated in encoun-
tering the Living, Incarnate God. After all, it is
not strange that people in our South often call

Easter Velikdan [Great Day], and in Greece,
Lambri meaning Bright Day. Everything we do
for the sake of good, every toil, sacrifice, and
self-immolation, every sacrifice, every tear,
and every pain endured gains meaning in eter-
nity through the triumph of life over death,
through the Resurrection of the Lord.

The man of today cries out: Lord,
why have you forsaken us? But, to the same
man today, God could reply with the question:
Why did you leave your brother? Where is
your neighbor? Therefore, where am I, your
Creator, your Savior, and your only eternal and
true Friend and Benefactor?

The Son of God Incarnate, the Lord
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, Who
suffered for many, for all, including those who
hate Him, continues to suffer for us through all
our sufferings. On our cross-bearing path we,
the Serbian people, bear our cross and the
Cross of Christ. We bore it in World War I
when, in relation to our population, we suffered
more than any other country in the world. Our
cross-bearing path continued in World War I,
when, in the infamous and shameful Independ-
ent State of Croatia, camps were built even for
our children, where the children died of hun-
ger, cold, disease, and abuse. Only in our coun-
try, in occupied Serbia, were whole classes of
students killed in one day by the machine gun
bullets of the German Nazis after school hours.
We suffered in every hamlet, village, city. The
truth of that suffering did not have to be con-
firmed by imposed amoral resolutions: they
were witnessed by the suffering itself, without
false witnesses in the form of direct descend-
ants and indirect followers of the perpetrators
of the actual genocide.

Christ is Risen!

Given at the Serbian Patriarchate in Belgrade at
Pascha 2024.

Your intercessors before the Resurrected

Christ:
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Archbishop of Pec, Vicar Bishop of Hum JOVAN

Vicar Bishop of Hvostan ALEKSEI

. . Vicar Bishop of Novo Brdo ILARION
Serbian Patriarch PORFIRIJE Vicar Bishop of Jegarski NEKTARIJE

. Vicar Bishop of Lipljane DOSITEJ
Metropolitan of Dabro-Bosna CHRYSOSTOM  viicar Bishop of Toplica PETAR

Metropolitan of Montenegro and the Coastlands

Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and

JOANIKIJE Retired Bishop of Zvornik-Tuzla VASILIJE
Bishop of Srem VASILIJE Retired Bishop of Canada GEORGIJE

Bishop of Banja Luka JEFREM Retired Bishop of Central Europe KONSTAN-
Bishop of Budim LUKIJAN TIN

Bishop of Banat NIKANOR Retired Bishop of Slavonija SAVA

Bishop of New Gracanica-Midwestern America  Retired Bishop of Mileseva FILARET
LONGIN Retired Bishop of Nis JOVAN

Bishop of Canada MITROPHAN

Bishop of Backa IRINEJ [Path of Orthodoxy translation]

Bishop of Great Britain and Scandinavia
DOSITEJ

Bishop of Zicha JUSTIN

Bishop of Vranje PAHOMIJE

Bishop of Sumadija JOVAN

Bishop of Branicevo IGNATIJE

Bishop of Zvornik-Tuzla FOTIJE
Bishop of Mileseva ATANASIJE
Bishop of Diisseldorf and Germany
GRIGORIJE

Bishop of Ras and Prizren TEODOSIJE
Bishop of Western America MAXIM
Bishop of Gornji Karlovac GERASIM
Bishop of Eastern America IRINEJ
Bishop of Krusevac DAVID

Bishop of Slavonia JOVAN

Bishop of Austria and Switzerland ANDREJ

l“.- .
| |
1 I ) .
.
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Bishop of Bihac-Petrovac SERGIJE Serbian Bishops at the Divine Liturgy at St. Sava Cathedral
Bishop of Timok ILARTON in Belgrade
Bishop of Nis ARSENIJE

Bishop of Buenos Aires and South-Central
America KIRILO

Bishop of Australia and New Zealand
Metropolitanate SILUAN

Bishop of Dalmatia NIKODIM

Bishop of Osek-Polje and Baranja HERUVIM
Bishop of Valjevo ISIHIJE

Bishop of Budim and Niksic METODIJE
Bishop of Zahumlje and Hercegovina
DIMITRIJE

Bishop of Sabac JEROTEJ

Bishop of Western Europe JUSTIN

xigg gi:ﬁgg g? &eéﬁziljl;'gl%’l?s%i Serbian Bishops with HRH Aleksandar Karadjordjevic
Vicar Bishop of Marcha SAVA
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By the Grace of God Orthodox Bishop of Western America
Grace, Peace, and Mercy of the Resurrected Savior Christ!

The most dear ones in the Lord,

Today marks a day of joy and triumph and the festival of festivals. It’s a day of joy for the entire world, yet it
holds special significance for the Orthodox Church. More than any other church or denomination, Ortho-
doxy centers its life and thought on the event of the Lord’s Resurrection. Indeed, Orthodoxy is the quintes-
sential Church of the Resurrection.

How could the feast of feasts fail to evangelize the people of our era? Regardless of their status—Dbe they
oppressed or oppressors, wealthy or impoverished, powerful or powerless—they might feel, more acutely
than at any previous point in history, a universal threat of total annihilation. This peril manifests in various
forms: as weapons of mass destruction, as diseases beyond the control of science, or as the erosion and loss of
human freedom at the hands of the very technological civilization humanity has built.

In spite of all, we extend our heartfelt episcopal blessing to all the faithful of our Diocese, and we declare the
most profound, significant, and hopeful message in history, exclaiming: Do not fear, brethren!

CHRIST IS RISEN! i \
[ lp Hewsxing_——

At the Holy Pascha of our Lord, 2024 Your Intercessor before the Resurrected Christ

baaiogahy boxcujom, Ipasociasnu Educkoi 3atagnoamepusxu
baaiogaii, mup u munociu og Backpcaoia Ciiaca Xpucitia!

Hajapaxu v Tocnony,

Jlanac je fan pajjoctit i Tpujymia i cnabbe Hajl cnagbiMa. To je gaH paflocT 3a Lieo cBeT, anu MMa noceban
ana4aj 3a [lpapocnasuy Llpkey. Buire vero 6uno Koja apyra upksa umm geHoMuHaumja, [pasocnasme sacHnBa
CBOj AHBOT M Mucao Ha forahaj Backpcemsa [ocnopmer. 3aucta, [lpanocnanmse je cymmuncka Lpkea Backpeersa.

Kako 61 cnap/be Hajj claB/biMa MOITIO 12 He eBaHrennayje /byjie Hauter foba? bes obanpa Ha muxoB craTyc
~ Gyt oHM yTHHETABAHM WK YTHeTayu, GoraTi nn cupoMaiim, MohHw i crabu — mormu 61 na ocehajy, ja-
CHMje Hero 6110 Kajia ¥ IPeTX0IHOj HCTOPHjH, CBEOMIITY NpeTiby YHuITetka. OBa oNacHoCT ce MaHudecTyje
¥ pasnHHHTHM 00MHIMMA: K30 OPYja MACOBHOT YHHILITEA, Kao DOMECTH Koje CY H3BaH KOHTpO/e HayKe, Wil
K40 epo3nja 1 ryGHTaK /byacke cnobojie ol CTpaHe YIPaBo TeXHOMOLIKe HBHAN3ALM]E KOjY je 4OBe4aHCTBO
H3Tpajiuo.

Yiproc ceemy, Mi WIa/beMO HAlll HCKPEeHH eniCKoncky 0/arocnos Ha cee Bepauke Hawe Enapxuje u jow je-
IHOM Y3I/IALIABAMO Hajy 0bY, Haj3Ha4ajHu]y 1 HAjHALOHOCHH]Y IOPYKY ¥ McTopHji, kmnyyhu: He Gojre ce, Gpahol

XPUCTOC BACKPCE!

O Ceetoj [Macxu focnoamwoj, 2024. roguHe Bau MOTHTBeHHK npen Backpemm Xpucrom
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Jlpara 6paho u cectpe ,

U ywaswu y 2pob, sudewe maaduha
obyyeHa

y beny xaseUHy 20e cedu ca 0ecHe
CmpaHe u ynaauuue ce. A OH Um peye:
He nnawume ce!

Ucyca mparcume

HazapehaHuHa, pacnemoea. Ycmade,
Huje os0e;

eso mecma 20e 2a rnonoxcuwe (Mk 16,
5-6).

Pagyjemo ce paHac, gpara 6paho u
cectpe, pagyjemo ce M npocaaB/bamo
Mpa3sHWK Hapg npasHuumMma, Backpcewe
locnoga v Cnaca Hawera Ucyca Xpucta
n3 MPTBUX. Pagyjemo ce 7
npocnasB/baMo 3aTO LWTO CMO, Kao
HeKaga *eHe MMPOHOCULE, YyIN peun
aHhena: ,He nnawwute ce!” Pagyjemo ce
M npocnas/bamo Backpcerwe [ocnopa
Xpucta jep Ham Bule of, ocam ctoneha
Benn aHheo ca ¢pecke y Munewesu
CseTtora CaBe nokasyje Ha npas3aH rpob u
rosopu: ,Yctage, Huje osae!” Paayjemo
Ce jep Hac ynpKoC CBMM NpuUAMKama M
HenpuanMKama npaTe KpynHe u MuUpHe
pawke oun benor aHhena — Hajnenwe,
HajBO/bEHMjEe W HajcnaBHUje ¢pecke
CTBOpPEHe Yy Hawem pogy — rosopehu
Ham paa Wcyc HasapehaHWH, Ha KpcT

PacneTtu, yctage mn3 rpoba.
XPUHCTOC BACKPCE!
BAUCTHHY BACKPCE!

Bam monuteenuk nipen Backpenum
I'ocniozom,
IlIpomojepej Bypuua I'opouh

Dear brothers and sisters,

And entering the tomb, they saw a young
man clothed in a long white robe sitting
on the right side; and they were

alarmed.

But he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed.

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified.

He is risen! He is not here.
See the place where they laid Him.
(St. Mark 16, 5-6)

Let us rejoice, our dear spiritual
children, let us rejoice and celebrate the
Feast of feasts, the Resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ from the
dead. We rejoice and celebrate because
we, as the myrrhbearing women of old,
have heard the words of the angel: “Do
not be afraid!” We rejoice and celebrate
the Resurrection of our Lord Christ as
for more than eight centuries the white
angel of the famous frescoe in the Mi-
leseva monastery of Saint Sava has
been pointing to the empty tomb and
telling us: “He 1s risen, He is not here!”
Let us rejoice because despite all cir-
cumstances and difficulties we are ac-
companied by the deep and peaceful
“Old Serbian” eyes of the White angel —
the most beautiful, the most beloved and
the most glorious frescoe created in our
nation- telling us that Jesus of Nazareth,
crucified on the cross, 1s risen from the
tomb.

CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN!
In humble prayer, yours in the
resurrected Lord
Protopresbyter Djurica Gordic
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Hristos Voskrese! Vaistinu Voskrese!
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Many write about rebirth on this day of
Christ rising. But with the world coming
out of COVID it means a whole lot more.
It was really dark times then, we could not
attend church or gather with loved ones.
But we are now in the light, gathering

- once aging as a church community and in
the company of those we appreciate and enjoy. Let us rejoice
with the breaking of spring time, growth and beauty.

This spring as you till in your backyard gardens and sow seeds
of tomatoes, green beans please give some consideration of
how you can cultivate life within our church community of St.
John’s. Can you give a hour here or there to help out in any
way? Can you volunteer to help during a banquet? Can you
attend a regular meeting once in a while. Can you assist father
with a project? It helps us all maybe not in a tangible way but
spirituality. It’s a warm feeling that we receive, and in return
send that feeling out to others. It’s a win win. I hope you and
your families have a blessed year going forward. All the signs
point that way.

Sincerely,

Stan Grgich
Parish Council President
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Dear Fellow Parishioners,

Hristos Voskrese!

As Easter is upon us, we extend our warmest greet-
ings to each and every one of you. This season of re-
newal and hope fills our hearts with joy as we come
together to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.

In the spirit of sisterhood, let us reflect on the pro-
found significance of Easter and the boundless love
that it represents.

As we gather with our families and loved ones, let us also remember
those who may be experiencing hardship or loneliness. May our hearts
be open to extending a hand of friendship and a message of hope to all
who seek solace in this blessed season. Let us reach out to one another
with kindness and understanding, offering support and encouragement to
those in need.

May the memory of our loved ones who have passed bring us  comfort
and strength, reminding us of the eternal bonds that unite us in faith and
love. Let us carry their legacy forward with grace and gratitude, honor-
ing their lives through acts of kindness and compassion along with
our faith and traditions.

On behalf of the St. Sophia Sisterhood Board, we wish you a blessed and
joyous Easter filled with love and peace.

With warm regards,

Liliana Perazich, Marija Gordic, Melody Key and Blage Zelalich
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St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral

Executive and Auditing Boards

Elected at the Annual Parish Assembly
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2024 Parish Council
PRESIDENT: Stan Grgich
415.308.0799 stangrgich@gmail.com
VICE-PRESIDENT: Micaclee Ellswythe
510.378.4876 micaelee@sbcglobal.net
RECORDING SECRETARY: Predrag Milovac
650.796.0404 milovacp@yahoo.com
TREASURER: Zarija Lukic
510.517.8451 Zarija@gmail.com
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  Blagoje Djordjevic
617.678.6035 bzdjordje@gmail.com

Members: Bob Medan, Stevan Davidovich, Paul Vuksich, Predrag Narancic,
Nadine Radovich, Paul Bunjevic, Zarija Lukic, Stanislav Miskovic

AUDIT BOARD: John Lambright, Dushan Medan, Dan Grgich
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Dear St. John’s parishioners,
Christ is Risen!

I have been serving as Financial Secretary Financial Secretary of St. John’s Serbian Orthodox Church since 2018
I would like to thank you all for your patience and support over the years. I would also like to thank Treasurer
Zarija Luki¢, President Stan Grgich, Stevan Davidovich, John Lambright, Micaelee Ellswythe, and Fr. Djurica
Gordi¢ for their encouragement and advice. The rote passing of the seasons of the past had turned to some of the
most tumultuous years that our parish and the world has seen in the past few decades, but despite the tribulations
and challenges our community has persevered. To give you all a perspective on how our church has done over the
years some information is provided below.

Charitable giving in our parish is as follows:

2019 2022 2023 2024 (forecast)
Holidays and Feasts $29,324 $25,972 $26,631 $27,000
General Giving $73,064 $43,921 $84,609 $87,000
Tudor + Bookstore $9,425 $17,940 $15,907 $16,400
Non-religious Events $29.923 $5.509 $7,496 $7,700

Other metrics of note are:

2019 2022 2023
Number of Households Giving 155 113 127
Number of Donations Given 749 852 831
Church membership (paid) 29 31 12

While the holidays often bring great crowds, an important metric of general health is how we do on the quieter
Sundays. Average weekly contributions outside of holidays and feast days was about $1,219 in 2023, slightly
exceeding pre-pandemic levels of giving now. However, church membership was down in 2023, with only 12
parishioners paying membership fees, down from 50 ten years ago in 2014. While many of you give much of
what you have to our parish, the $60 membership fee is a formal expression of your fiduciary commitment to the
community.

An important aspect of being a parishioner is financial commitment and contribution to one’s spiritual home. This
is not just an unpleasant reality but a religious calling. While we are not bound to the letter of the law, where the
ancient Hebrews tithing literally meant giving a tenth of their wealth to the temple (Deut. 14:22 - Thou shalt truly
give a tenth of all the increase of thy seed that the field bringeth forth year by year), we ought to give as much as
we are able. Christ himself was not shy to preach on matters of money, most notably the parable of the talents
(Matt. 25:14-30).

Our parish finances are healthy, however, greater stewardship on the part of parishioners will go a long way in
fortifying the foundations of our community and preserving this inheritance of ours for our children’s children. In
addition to maintaining our community, greater resources will allow us to further beautify our church as well as
provide for more opportunities for our community to flourish and grow. Just as Hilandar and Decani were built
with great expense and sacrifice, only to yield an immortal fruit of spiritual and cultural wealth, let us have our
temple here of St. John’s reflect that glorious legacy.

Your brother in Christ,
Blagoje Djordjevic,
Financial Secretary

Financial Secretary
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Christ is Risen!

Last year marked a period of significant facility enhancements, and I'm excited to extend an invitation
to all of you to experience the transformed Rectory Building firsthand. This endeavor was not only
long overdue but also extensive in scope, with a considerable investment totaling $110k. At the fore-
front of this project was the imperative to upgrade our two restrooms to meet The Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance standards. This initiative builds upon our previous efforts to en-
hance accessibility, including the installation of a ramp to the Rectory, ensuring wheelchair accessibil-
ity to the building.

Such renovation of the restrooms necessitated a complete overhaul, involving the demolition of the
original structures, reconfiguration of walls, and overhaul of piping infrastructure to accommodate
expanded facilities. The new restrooms have enlarged dimensions and have windows added, providing
the natural light. In tandem with these essential upgrades, we seized the opportunity to implement ad-
ditional improvements. This includes the installation of advanced furnaces, reducing utility costs
through enhanced technology. Furthermore, outdated windows have been replaced with energy-
efficient alternatives. The functionality of the small kitchen has also been enhanced. Finally, the small
hall has undergone thoughtful redesigns, aligning it with modern aesthetic and functionality.

On the income side, contributions from parishioners — including charitable donations, purchases, and
event sales — amounted to $145k in 2023, which is approximately the same as in 2018 or 2019. Ex-
penses have however increased by tens of percent, as you are all aware of the inflation jump, we’ve all
been dealing with in recent years. Luckily, we are able to supplement these contributions with the
rental income from two apartments and parking which amounted to $119k, as well as stock invest-
ments which yielded $20k. Only for this reason, we are not in a dire financial situation, and we are
able to continue all of our operations.

On the expenditure side, our total outlay for 2023 reached $317k, with $110k allocated towards the
mentioned Small Hall improvements. Within this figure, essential operational costs include the com-
pensation for our dedicated priest, totaling $89k. This comprehensive sum encompasses not only sala-
ry but also factors in payroll taxes, workers' compensation insurance, medical coverage, retirement
benefits, and other associated expenses. Utility expenses amounted to $25k, while property taxes
stood at $13k, and Homeowners Association fees for rental apartments accounted for $10k. Addition-
ally, property insurance totaled $16k, with contributions to the Diocese totaling $16k. Liturgical ex-
penses amounted to $8k, with office-related costs reaching $4k. The costs associated with sales, en-
compassing items such as candles and event-related expenses, totaled $9k. Finally, we allocated $3k
towards charitable donations.

It is important to highlight that our priest is the sole paid individual within our non-profit organiza-
tion. All other members of the Board serve on a voluntary basis, including our esteemed President,
Stan Grgich. Notably, Stan not only fulfills his presidential duties but also serves as the primary con-
tractor for repairs, the master chef behind our events, and overall, the main stay of our Cathedral's op-
erations. The only duty he is not yet performing is being the lead singer at the New Year’s Dance.

As we look ahead, poised to celebrate the 70th anniversary of our Cathedral this year, it's essential to
reflect on the incredible legacy left by preceding generations. They painstakingly erected and meticu-
lously maintained this edifice solely through contributions for more than a half a century. Their dedi-
cation underscores the profound sense of community and commitment that has defined our Cathedral
throughout its history. It is now our duty to uphold and honor this legacy, ensuring that our Cathedral
continues to inspire and guide the Serbian Orthodox community in the years to come.

Yours Sincerely,

Zarija Luki¢, Parish Council Treasurer
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Small Hall and Bathrooms after renovations

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As you can see from the photos, the small hall with kitchen and bathrooms is completely remodeled!
Plan your next event, celebration, slava, birthday or just gathering with friends and family in our newly
remodeled small hall. It looks great and it’s available for rent.

A lot of work took place to make it like this. Thanks to Stan Grgich for working, organizing and
supervising, Steve and Misha Grgich for donating electrical work, Melody Key for sponsoring tile work
in bathrooms and choosing the right colors, our Sisterhood, Bob Medan for drawing plans, and all of
you who contributed to this project!
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St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral Board would like

to express gratefulness for your donations,

which enable our Church to successfully continue the mission of

spreading the Word of God unto the salvation of the
faithful and parishioners!

List of 2023 donors to our cathedral

Crtis Adair
Rosanda Amerine
Elena Andrews
Zachary Antovich
Vesna Arsic
Lana Bakisian
Nancy Bjeletich
Mary Bogdanovic
Dejan Bunjevic
Protinica Ljiljana Bunjevic
Pavle Bunjevic
Blage Carabarin
Jasminka Chenich-Gabrie
Rodney Ciganovic
Jovanka & Miodrag Vujkovic
Beatrice Collis
Mirela Cukovich
Neda Cvijetic
Stevan Davidovich
William Davidovich
Tony & Daliborka Defranceschi
Janine Demarco
Zoran Dimitrijevic
Aleksandar & Olivera Djordjevic
Blagoje Djordjevic
Milan Djordjevic
Nikola Djordjevic
Kathleen Djordjevic
+Miroslav Djordjevich
Mira Djuric
Marko Duchich

Jozo & Katarina Dujmovic
Micaelee Ellswythe
Robert Fowler
Zlatana & Moris Gadzo
Slobodan & Margaret Galeb
Joe Gardner
Miloran & +Teresa Golubovich
Dan Grgich
Stan Grgich
Denise Hale
Olivera Haney
Bozidarka Hasic
Vera Hill
Ksenija Lakovic
Dragan & Aleksandra Ilic
Dr. Irena Ilic
Nebojsa & Mikica Iric
William Ivancovich
Branislav & Jasminka Jakovljevic
Karen Juve-Jaich
Elia Kentera
Melody & Charles Key
Aleksandar & Reed Kojic
Aleksandar & Jelena Kolicich
Andria Kosich
+Don & Bitsy Kosovac
Zoran & Sanja Kovacevic
John Lambright
Mildred Lepava
Ikonija Lopez
Danilo & Nevenka Maksimovic
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LIST OF THE 2023 DONORS CONTINUED

Pauna Maksimovic
Zeljka & Paun Maksimovic
Danica Medan
Dushan & Gigi Medan
John & Jelena Medan
Robert & Mira Medan
Raul & Maria Mendez
Diana Mihailovich
Djordje & Aleksandra Milic
Theodroe Miljevic
Chris & Peggy Milosovich
Danica Milosovich
Predrag & Mila Milovac
Mirjana Misic
Stanislav Miskovic
Perry Narancic
Karen & Vaso Novakovic
Mila Pantovich
Aleksandra & Ian Parker
Branislav & Liliana Perazich
Willian & Brigita Perazich
Beverly & Mihajlo Petrovic
Svetislav Petrovic
Dragan & Divna Pjesivac
Jelena Pjesevic-Grbovic
Richard & Sandra Pollack
Theodore Polovina
Brian Popovac
George & Marina Postich
Nedeljka Price
Ronald & Mildred Radakovich
Celeste & John Radanovich
Nadine Radovich
Alison Rodal
Anita Rowe
Tina Sankoff
Ana Schnake
Donald Sever
Sister Serafima Savhcanko
Branka Soraic
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Vojo & Vera Sredanovich
Greg & Helen Stepanicich
Ivana & Vladimir Stojanovic
Ann Tepovich
Mika Tesic
Slavka Thomson
Daniel Tomasevich
Zivorad Tomic
Anatoly Varfolomeev
Dusica Vasic
Ljubomir Velickovich
Walter Willere
Daniel Visnich
George and Lori Vukcevich
Radmila Vukcevich
Nenad & Jelena Vukicevic
Paul Vuksic
Melan Jaich
Jonathan & Tea York
+George and Helen Zakhour
Mille Zakula
Steven D. Zakula
Bogdan Zelalich
Nevena Zivanovic



Cathedral Slava Celebration,

October

On Sunday, October 1, 2023, the clergy and
parishioners from San Francisco and the sur-
rounding area joyfully welcomed His Grace
Bishop Maxim, to celebrate together the feast
of the conception of St. John the Baptist to
whom our Cathedral is dedicated. The slava
celebration began with the evening service on
Saturday, and continued Sunday morning, with
the matins followed by Hierarchical Divine
liturgy. Protopresbyter Stavrophor Vasilije
Cvijanovi¢, dean of San Francisco deanery and
parish priest in Moraga, protopresbyter Vido-
slav Vujasin, parish priest in Saratoga and pro-
topresbyter Purica Gordi¢, parish priest in San
Francisco, co-served to His Grace Bishop
Maxim

The Holy Liturgy was attended by many pa-
rishioners, both from San Francisco and neigh-
boring parishes. At the small entrance, His
Eminence Bishop Maxim elevated parish
priest Purica Gordi¢ to the rank of protopres-
byter - stavrophor. After putting of the cross
on Fr. Djurica, His Grace said; "Dear father
Purica, dear brothers and sisters, on this sol-
emn day today, we fulfilled the blessing of the
Holy Synod of Bishops, and promoted our
protopresbyter father Purica to the highest
honor that our Serbian church bestows on a
priest, which is the honor, right and blessing of
wearing the venerable cross on his chest, as a
sign of the Church's love for him and apprecia-
tion of his service to the church, from his
childhood to this day, and from this day, God
willing, to eternity. Father Djurica, may this
highest recognition of our Church be an incen-
tive for you to continue sacrificially serving
the people in this region, the people who live
in this bay area and in this city that is full of
challenges, to help them orient themselves to-
wards Christ and His Kingdom and to live a
life worthy of the age to come. May this eleva-
tion of the Holy Hierarchical Synod, the high-
est recognition of our Serbian Orthodox
Church bestowed on those who serve in the

1,2023

altar in ministry of a priesthood be inspiration
for father Djurica and his sacrificial ministry
to people of this parish and of this city. Axios”
After the end of the Holy Bishop's Liturgy and
the cutting of the slava bread, a festive banquet
was held in the crowded church hall.

At the banquet, Father Purica thanked His
Grace Bishop Maxim for his promotion and
promised to serve God and the people with
even more zeal. He also called on the faithful
to remember all the parishioners who are no
longer with us, and who built this beautiful
church in San Francisco 69 years ago. The
president of the parish council, Stanko Grgi¢,
as well as the president of the circle of sisters,
Ljiljana Perazi¢, thanked Bishop Maxim for
his spiritual care, and all who participated in
the slava celebration. Slava Banquet meal was
prepared by Dusan and Gigi Medan, slava zito
was made by Mirela Cukovic and her daughter
Milena and flower arrangements for the church
was prepared by Danica Medan and Nadine
Radovich.
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Cathedral Slava
Celebration Photos

dotorpaduje ca
CJIABCKOT OaHKeTa
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Caasa CalopHor xpama
Ceertor JoBana Kpcruresba y Can
DpaHUKUCKY

VY nenespy 1. oktobpa 2023. ronune,
CBEIITCHCTBO ¥ mapoxujanu u3 Cax
®dpaHIKCKa U OKOJMHE Cy ca pajgonthy
nouekanu [Ipeocsehenor Ennckona Makcuma,
71a 3ajeIHO TpociiaBe mpa3Huk 3aueha Ca.
JoBana Kpcruresba u XxpaMOBHY Cl1aBy
CabopHor xpama.

Ob6enexxaBame CIIaBe 3a1l04YeTO j€ BEUSPHOM
ciry0oM y cyOOTY, a HACTaBJbEHO Y HEeJbY
Y]YTPY, JYTPEHEM U CBETOM ApPXHjepejcKOoM
nautyprujom. [IpeocBehenom enmckomy
MaxkcuMy caciyKuBajiu cy IpoTojepe]
ctaBpodop Bacunuje LiBujanosuh,
apXHjepejcKu HaMEeCHHK U Tapox y Moparu,
npotojepej Bunocnas Byjacun, mapox y
Caparoru u niporojepej Bypuna ['opauh,
napox y Can ®@paHIHCKY.

Caetoj JIutypruju je mpucycTBOBaO BEIUKH
Opoj mapoxujana, kako n3 Can ®@paHiucka,
TaKo U U3 CyceAHMX napoxuja. Ha mamom
Bxoay Hberoso IIpeocBemTencTBo Enuckon
Makcum je mpou3Beo MECHOT napoxa Dypwuiry
l'opauha y unH porojepeja craBpodopa.

Tom npunukom je pekao; “/Iparu oue DBypuna,
npara 6paho u cectpe, y 0Baj cCBe4aHU
JaHAIbU JaH, UICITYHUIIM CMO 0J1arociioB
Ceertor Apxujepejckor CUHOA, U HaIller
npoTojepeja oua bypuiy yHanpeauau y
HajBUILIE OJUIMKOBAKk-E KOj€ Hallla CpIicKa LpKBa
J0JIeJbyj€ JeTHOM CBEIITEHUKY, a TO je YacT,
IIPaBO U 0JIaroClIOB HOIIEHa YaCHOI'a KPCTa Ha
wBeroBuM npcuma. Kao 3nak sby6asu Lpkse
IpeMa BbeMy U yBaXKaBamba HEroBOT CIYKEeHmha
L[PKBH, 0J1 MAJIUX HOTY Ta JI0 JaHAIIbET JaHa,
" OJ JaHAIker JaHa, ako bor ma, mo
BeuHocTH. Ode ‘Bypuiia HeK TH OBO HajBHIIIC
npu3Hame Haie Llpkse Oyzae moacTpek Aa u
Jlajbe JKPTBEHO CIIYKHILI HApOAY Yy OBOME
Kpajy, HapoJy KOjU KUBHU Y OBOM 3aJIUBY U Y
OBOM Tpajy KOjH j€ ITyH W3a30Ba, Ja UM
MOMasKell Jla Ce OpjeHTHIy rpemMa XpUcTy U
[HapcTBy HheroBom 1 1a KHMBE )KUBOT JTOCTOjaH

Oynyhera Beka. [lo 3aBpmmeTky Cete
Apxujepejcke JIutypruje u pezama CIaBCKOT
KoJla4a, Y IPENyHO] PKBEHO] CaJIH j€
npupehen cBeuann OaHKET.

O.DBypurna ce Ha OaHKETY 3aXBaIHO
[Tpeocsehenom Ennckony Makcumy Ha
yHanpehemy u o6ehao na he ca jour Buie
xapa ciyxutu bory u Hapoay. [1o3Bao je u
BEPHHUKE J]a C€ CeTe CBUX MapoXujaHa KOju
BUIILIC HUCY Ca HaMa, a HOTPYAWIIHU CY C€ J1a MU
JlaHac UMamo oBaj Jiernu xpam y Can
®paHIUCKY.

Ennckony Makcumy cy ce 3aXBaJIMJIA Ha
JIyXOBHOM CTapamy U NPEACETHUK
napoxujckor caBera Cranko ['pruh, kao u
npeAceaHuIa Koa cecrapa Jbusbana [lepazuh.
CnaBcku OaHKeT cy npunpeMunu buhu u
Hyuman MenaH, ciaBCKH Kojiad U AKUTO CY
Hanpasmie Mupena hykosuh u mwena hepka
MurneHa, a IBETHE apaHXMaHe Cy MPUIIPEMUIIE
Jannna Menan u Hagun Pagosuh.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are embarking on a project close to our hearts — to gild the crosses atop our church's spires.
These crosses have stood as beacons of hope and symbols of our unwavering Orthodox faith for gen-
erations. However, time has taken its toll, and they now require restoration. Gold leafing these crosses
isn't just about cosmetic enhancement. It's about revitalizing the very essence of our church, imbuing it
with renewed radiance and majesty. The gleaming gold will catch the sunlight, casting a luminous glow
over our community, symbolizing the enduring light of our faith. We invite you to be a part of this noble
endeavor. Your generous contribution will not only help us restore these crosses but will also leave an
indelible mark on the heart of our congregation for years to come. Your support, whether big or small,
will make a difference. Together, let's continue to build a sanctuary where all are welcomed, em-
braced, and inspired by the beauty of our shared beliefs.

Thank you for considering our appeal. May your kindness and generosity be rewarded tenfold.

Holy Cross on
parish building has
already been fixed
and refinished with
gold leafing. Our
caretaker Yavor
Aleksandrov and
Dimitri assisted
Stan in installing it
back on it’s place.

20 years ago, +Mita and +Zlata Postich sponsored the refurbishing and gold leafing of all crosses
on our cathedral. Due to San Francisco weather, wind, rain, and humidity, as you can see from
the photos of the top cupola cross, damage is evident. We will celebrate 70 years of our Cathe-
dral this year and our church board decided to fix the damage. This is very costly and we are
seeking donations. The estimated cost for 6 crosses is over $10.000.

Please consider sponsoring the fixing and gold leafing of the crosses!
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His Grace Bishop LONGIN visited and served in our Cathedral on February 11th, 2024.

On the same day we held 40 day memorial for +Cil Grgich. Grgich family prepared very nice memorial
luncheon following the Divine Liturgy and Memorial.

In the afternoon His Grace Bishop Longin visited Serbian Cemetery at Colma and served memorial for
+Fr. Dusan Bunjevic and +Teresa Golubovic.

On February 10, 2024 Saratoga Parish hosted fundraising event
benefiting completion of the landscaping and preparing for
consecration of the newly built church.
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Public Announcement of the Holy
Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian
Orthodox Church

Public Announcement from the Regular Session Held at
the Saint Sava Cathedral in Belgrade, May 14-18, 2024.

The regular session of the Holy Assembly of Bishops of
the Serbian Orthodox Church for the year 2024, origi-
nally scheduled to be ceremoniously inaugurated at the
Great Lavra of the Pe¢ Patriarchate—the historic, eight-
century-old seat of the Serbian Archbishops and Patri-
archs—commenced instead with an episcopal liturgy
and invocation of the Holy Spirit at the Saint Sava Me-
morial Cathedral in Vracar, Belgrade, on Tuesday, May
14, 2024. This change was necessitated by the humiliat-
ing and shameful decision of the Pristina authorities to
deny entry to His Holiness Serbian Patriarch Porfirije
and other bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church into
the territory of Kosovo and Metohija.

The liturgy was led by His Holiness Patriarch Porfirije,
with the assistance of present bishops from Serbia and
the diaspora, as well as all auxiliary bishops. On the
same day, in the crypt of the Saint Sava Memorial Ca-
thedral, under the arches of the chapel dedicated to the
Kosovo martyr Prince Lazar, the Assembly began its
work under the chairmanship of His Holiness, with the
participation of diocesan bishops of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church, except for Bishop Mitrofan of Canada, who
was absent due to health reasons.

At the start of the first working session, His Holiness
Patriarch Porfirije addressed the attending bishops with
a greeting full of Easter joy, yet also contextualized by
the unpleasant events of the previous day. On this occa-
sion, from its first session, the Assembly issued a state-
ment appealing to all international bodies in Kosovo and
Metohija to do everything within their power to stop the
flagrant violations of human rights and fundamental

freedoms of the Serbian people.

The Assembly considers the issue of Kosovo and Meto-
hija the most important topic discussed, as our Church
and its people have been subjected to great pressures,
attacks, and an uncertain future in the martyred Kosovo
and Metohija for years. Therefore, we reiterate our sup-
port for the Diocese of Raska-Prizren, which, together
with the stavropegial patriarchal monastery in Pe¢, rep-
resents a firm support for our people and their survival.

With the greatest concern, we note that today the Koso-
vo authorities undoubtedly aim to deny the basic rights
of our people and Church, all to build an ethnically Al-
banian society. In light of this situation, the Assembly
maintains its previous unanimous stance that the prob-
lems in Kosovo and Metohija must be resolved exclu-
sively through dialogue, based on respect for UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1244 and international charters
that guarantee the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the Republic of Serbia in this region. Although our
Church is not directly involved in the political dialogue
between Belgrade and Pristina, we cannot remain indif-
ferent to the worsening developments and rightfully
expect our positions and concerns for our faithful and
holy sites to be respected in this process.

In this context, besides establishing a functional Com-
munity of Serb Municipalities, it is particularly neces-
sary to enhance the institutional and security protection
of our holy sites through a special protection mecha-
nism, in line with some existing models in Europe and
based on previous agreements, which Pristina, unfortu-
nately, increasingly fails to respect and implement. Such
protection should preserve the legal status, property
rights of our Church, and freedom of religion.

The Assembly continued its work the following day,
focusing on the suffering of our people and their strug-
gle to preserve their spiritual, cultural, and national
identity, as well as mere survival, both today and in
other historical moments. The painful issues of Kosovo
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and Metohija, Jasenovac, and other massacre sites and killing fields in the so-called NDH, as well as Srebrenica in
our days, remain a constant “thorn in the flesh” of our Church. Therefore, the Church today raises its voice again,
pointing out the falsehoods in the domestic and global public space, aimed at historical revisionism intended to
legitimize unprecedented historical inversion. According to this inversion, Orthodox Serbs, victims of multiple
genocides and ethnic cleansing, are to be declared not only perpetrators but also executors of genocide.

The Assembly listened to and analyzed reports on the work of the Holy Synod, diocesan bishops, the Great Church
Court, the Patriarchal Administrative Board, the Patriarchal Library, the Museum and Archives of the Serbian Or-
thodox Church, the charitable foundation “Philanthropy,” and other foundations, institutions, and services of the
Serbian Orthodox Church over the past year.

The Assembly, with paternal attention and care, considered ways to improve the spiritual life and organization of
our Church abroad. In this spirit, four new dioceses were established in Europe. By dividing the British-
Scandinavian Diocese, the Scandinavian Diocese, headquartered in Stockholm, was formed, with the current Brit-
ish-Scandinavian Bishop Dositej as its bishop, and the British-Irish Diocese, headquartered in London, with the
current auxiliary Bishop Nektarije as its bishop. By dividing the Austrian-Swiss Diocese, the Austrian Diocese,
headquartered in Vienna, was formed, temporarily administered by Bishop Irinej of Backa, and the Swiss Diocese,
headquartered in Zurich, with the current Bishop Andrej as its bishop. The Assembly also approved new statutes
for our dioceses in the USA and for the Diisseldorf-German Diocese.

The Assembly further considered pastoral and missionary needs and reviewed proposals from several bishops for
the election and appointment of auxiliary bishops for their dioceses. Four new bishops were elected: Archiman-
drite Tikhon (Rakicevic), abbot of Studenica Monastery, was elected as Bishop of Moravica; Hieromonk Nikon
(Cvjeticanin), a monk of Kovilj Monastery, was elected as Bishop of Jenopolje; Protosynchellos Paisije
(Perkovié), abbot of Cetinje Monastery, was elected as Bishop of Diokleia; and Archimandrite Serafim (Balti¢), a
cleric of the New Gracanica-Midwestern American Diocese, was elected as Bishop of Kostajnica.

The Assembly also addressed the organization of our local Church and amendments to the SPC Constitution con-
cerning the titles of diocesan bishops. Special attention was given to church education, reviewing the status of Ser-
bian Orthodox seminaries, their curricula, and ways to improve them. A special Assembly commission was
formed for this purpose. Protopresbyter Dejan Krsti¢ and Protopresbyter Blagoje Rajkovi¢ were appointed as rec-
tors of the seminaries of Saint Cyril and Methodius in Ni§ and Saint Peter of Cetinje in Cetinje, respectively.

The Assembly also focused on the spiritual and geopolitical consequences of the conflicts in Ukraine and Pales-
tine. On this occasion, the Assembly once again raised its voice to protect the disenfranchised, the hungry, and the
displaced innocent victims, appealing to relevant international institutions to move from words about justice to
concrete actions of justice, mercy, and peacemaking.

Highlighting the enormous significance of theology, virtuous life, and the writing activity in the service of wit-
nessing the faith of Saint Justin of Celije (Popovi¢) for the spiritual growth of the Serbian people and Orthodox
people in general, the Assembly prayerfully marked three significant anniversaries dedicated to him on Sunday,
May 19: 130 years since his birth, 45 years since his repose, and 15 years since the inclusion of his name among
the saints of the Orthodox Church. In addition to commemorating Saint Justin, the Assembly fathers also remem-
bered two other significant figures from the recent past of our local Church—Patriarch Pavle of Serbia, marking
the fifteenth anniversary of his repose, and Metropolitan Irinej of New Gracanica, marking the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of his passing. Both were great laborers in the work of national and church reconciliation and unity.

During the Assembly, a meeting of the Central Body for the completion of the construction of the Saint Sava Me-
morial Temple in Vracar was held. On this occasion, the body presented its report on all the work carried out in the
past year, the donations received from pious people and our state, and the remaining necessary work.

In the Holy Synod, the mandate ended for Metropolitan Joanikije of Montenegro and the Littoral and Bishop Irinej
of Backa, who will be deputy members for the next year. Bishop Ignjatije of Branic¢evo and Bishop Gerasim of
Gornji Karlovac remain members for the remaining one-year term, and new members elected for the upcoming
two-year term are Bishop Fotije of Zvornik-Tuzla and Bishop Teodosije of Raska-Prizren.
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Trip to St. Herman of Alaska and St. Xenia Monasteries
By Stanislav Miskovic

Xpuctoc Backpce!

Dear brothers and sisters,
Christ is Risen!

Here we are — a joyous triumph of life and resurrection of our Lord. With it, a small tradition
has been developing in Bay Area parishes in the first week of Easter. It is kind and good and
brings a lot of smiles. It is about being together during anxious times of crucifixion, together in
the services celebrating salvation, and together again traveling to spread the word.

“And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going
before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.” Mathew 28:5-7

Our journey begins in the dead of night. It is
still and quiet. There is no one outside. Light of
day is far.

We woke up quietly and set on our path,
threading roads as lightly as when we walked
on cobble stones of Mount Athos for the first
morning services. Gravity of darkness is real,
but hearts are joyous. This will be a podvig.
Lord is with us!

As we make our way to the North Bay, the time
of the first meeting is closing. The miracle of
dawn — it breaks at the industrial sculpture of
the Carquinez Bridge. Sea under us is perfectly
calm. Newly born light is uncovering a spec-
tacular view. Couple of boats cutting through
the morning mist. Fishermen! They are on their
way too. Ahead of us are beautiful rolling hills
of Solano County.

Then, passing by some cows who were calmly going about their day grazing, and there we are
— the rendezvous point. We all made it in time, Fr. Djurica, Sasha, Zarija and I, happy to see
each other and what is ahead of us. Serbian banter stars, it will be a lot of fun from here on-
wards.

But where are we going? Fr. Djurica asked us to deliver some supplies and share the glory of
Easter with our monastic brothers and sisters. We are on our way to the St. Xenia skete and St.
Herman of Alaska monastery in Platina, CA. Time is tight, we are expected there at 9 AM for
the morning prayers and agape meal. Vladyka Maksim is also there, and when His Grace is ex-
pecting we better be flying.
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And flying we did — as miles quickly passed by, Sasha taught us about genes and micro cosmos,
Zarija talked about macro cosmos and poked some fun at beans and at some toponyms in
Sasha’s region having to do something with grandmothers. It’s a long story ... Father Djurica
kept us sensible, telling us how the monastery and the skete came into the Serbian Orthodox
Church. Long story short, it was a search for Orthodoxy of the late Fr. Serafim Rose and Fr.
Herman Podmoshensky. After Fr. Serafim’s passing in 1982., Fr. Herman became the abbot
(iguman) and his ways seemed “Serbian-like”, so Russian ROCOR Church, Greek Orthodox
Church, and Serbian Orthodox Church joined for a brotherly consultation in year 2000 and
agreed that the best place for the monastery is with “Serbians”.

The story of the monastery is truly a testament to God’s glory and podvig of a pure monastic
piety: Fr. Serafim Rose was seeking God for most of his young adulthood. Having come from a
western protestant background, then Eugene Rose went through a lot. If your soul is asking
what is so special about Orthodoxy, or whether you could discover God by reason and by other
paths, or you are leaning towards “it’s enough to be good even if I’'m not too sure about God”,
Fr. Serafim’s life and work will provide great answers. He searched through the hippie move-
ment, through several oriental religions and philosophies to the point of learning several lan-
guages fluently, he went through personal identity tribulations and even a complete departure
from God — falling into despair and complete loss of meaning. Fr. Serafim would later say: "I
was in hell. I know what hell is." This all started to change when young Eugene stepped into a
liturgy at the Sobor church of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR) and
met vladyka St. John Maximovich of Shanghai and San Francisco. Having recognized a God
seeker in the scholarly Eugene, Vladyka engaged him in publishing activity and creation of the
St. Herman Press. Vladyka blessed this work, which would later pierce through the Iron Curtain
and help restore faith and bring hope to Soviet Russia. To this day, St. Herman Press is the main
source of income of the monastery and its brotherhood. The monastery of St. Herman of Alaska
happened a couple of years later in 1968., when Fr. Serafim decided to recluse from San Fran-
cisco and work on his salvation in asceticism of the wilderness of northern California. There he
lived in a tiny wooden cabin with see-through walls, in the mountain where winters get well
below freezing and summers get scorching hot above 100 F.

Time flew by and after driving at the wonderfully scenic State Route 36, we all kept our eyes
open to spot a tricky exit to the St. Xenia skete. Turning somewhat hesitantly, we saw the wind-
mill which the sisters had built a year before. Their goofy playful German shepherd was there to
welcome us too. It was so joyous to see Mother Dorothea and the sisterhood again. Swift as
they are, they had quickly set up refreshments around us. Vladyka Maxim and Fr. Vasilije were
there already. A lot of smiles and “Hristos voskrese” being announced joyously many times.
Joy being in the monastery in the early morning! We were shown how sisters completed a small
chapel dedicated to keeping the icon of the Mother of God. Last year we sang the Pashal tropar-
ion there in front of what was to-be an altar; this year a proper iconostasis stood there and Fr.
Vasilije and Fr. Djurica performed a small moleban.

Guest house and a new chapel at St Xenia Skete
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Walking through some leftover snow, we then saw the main church. Sisters have a small fresco wall
there with St. Xenia and several other women saints. The style of iconography is so pure and innocent,
like certain Georgian icons, peaceful, child-like and beautiful!

Inside the main church of the St. Xenia Skete

Next, we headed to St. Herman’s monastery for a short service and an agape meal with Vladyka. Broth-
erhood welcomed us and the sisters at the church. The church is surreal as if it landed in the mountains
of California from Tolsotoy’s era Russia. It is just incredible what the brotherhood managed to build
with their own hands coming to this wilderness — a magnificent white church with many golden teardrop
domes. We had some time to soak up that beauty as Fr. Damascene provided some refreshments in front
of the church - in a form of slivovitz! And we were all home ...

Entrance and the church of the St. Herman of Alaska monastery

“Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke iz, and gave it to
them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.” Luke24:30-31

During lunch, Vladyka Maksim shared some thoughts and spiritual
advice with us: The unique state of soul during singing in liturgies
and how it is very different than talking and reading, how it brings
words more from the heart and spirit than from intellect. He also
~shared Apostle Paul's message on the ultimate importance of love
in our faith, especially in these challenging post COVID, post iso-
lation times when people have been away from each other and
could not even share sobornost in churches. Vladyka warned us
about challenges of relying on technology indiscriminately and
\ . : how it cannot replace togetherness in services or in personal lives.
AR e - With many advantages that technology can bring, such as accessi-
bility of learning and communicating with each other, it is just not a replacement for human contact.
This drew on a number of references by St. Maximus the Confessor.
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After lunch, we asked Fr. Nikolai to let us visit Fr. Serafim’s cell. We spent some time venerating at the plateau
where Fr. Serafim rests. Fr. Nikolai then explained that the plateau is where the first “church” was in the monastery.
Before the church building was completed, brothers would join there, carry icons or put them on trees, and serve
liturgy in the open. Close by, up the hill is Fr. Serafim’s cell and some 30 ft from it a bell. Whoever wanted to see
Fr. Serafim would line up and ring that bell. If the voice came from the cell, the visitor was invited to proceed. It’s
being done even today as people approach the cell. Each time I visit this small cabin, I’'m completely in awe with
how piously Fr. Serafim lived. The cell is no more than 60 — 65 square feet (5 — 6 square meters). Boards of the
outside walls have see-through gaps between them. Last year when we were there, it was cold on the mountain and
absolutely freezing inside the cell. There is a small writing desk where Fr. Serafim wrote all his works. On its side
is a bed. Behind the desk there is a wall with a number of icons and photos, many of which of the Elders of Optina,
the place and monastics that Fr. Serafim loved fondly. Under the icons there is what looks like an army crate which
was converted to a small wardrobe. And finally, there is a nook with books. That’s it, there is nothing else.

While looking at the wall of icons, something incredible happened: Sasha recognized St. Sebastian of
Optina and Karaganda. He learned about the saint some ten years before when in a strange twist of fate
he was given a book about the Elder Sebastian. Then, we realized that we were at the monastery on the
day of St. Sebasitan. And then, Fr. Nikolai said: I was working on that exact book here many years ago
and I translated it to English. The story went full circle there in Fr. Serafim’s tiny cell. It is a beautiful
coincidence and a testament to the importance of the St. Herman Press and the work that the brotherhood
is doing.

By the time we visited the bookstore, it was time to slowly head back home. Saying farewell and looking
forward to our next visit, we shared hugs with the brotherhood and our brother Ivan who is iskushenik
there. Kiza the dog snuck in for some more cuddles and we were on our way.

Looking forward for you to join us next year on the pilgrimage to Platina.

With Love in Christ,
Stanislav Miskovic with Fr. Djurica Gordic, Dr. Sasha Vasilijic and Dr. Zarija Lukic
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Savindan Celebration [IpocnaBa CaBungana
January 28, 2024

St. Sava celebration was held on January 28, 2024.

Aster the Divine Liturgy and cutting of the Slava Bread we had short but beautiful program in our church
hall.

Our young parishioners, Adrian Alexandrov, Sofia Maksimovic, Natalia Maksimovic, Anya Maksimovic,
Mia Lukic and Senka Lukic participated in the program reciting, singing and playing beautiful poems and
songs dedicated to St. Sava.

Vladimir Rajkovic cooked chevaps, Pauna Maksimovic, protinica Marija Gordic and Ajumi Lukic prepared
very testy lunch for all. Mirela Cukovic with her daughter Milena prepared beautiful slava bread and zito.

With God’s help in the years to come, we will have more children to participate in the program.

Page 30



HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST SERBIAN
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL?

We ask that you too might consider being part
of efforts by doing the following:

Worship With Us — whether you are a parish
member or even an occasional visitor, you are
part of our parish family, and when you pray
with us you help to strengthen and encourage
us.

Spread the Word — tell your family, friends,
and about Saint John the Baptist Serbian
Orthodox Cathedral and invite them to come
and visit us. A personal invitation is the
number one way the Church grows. Tell a
friend to “Come and seel”

Pledge Your Support — you can help us grow
by pledging your financial support. Even if you
are not a full-time or even part-time member,
your financial assistance can help make a
difference. Our parish has many needs, and we
are steadily growing, and we are always in
need of more resources to preserve and
maintain our church temple, which is beautiful
and lasting testimony to the generous
donations of our members and supporters.

Pray For Us — remember us in your prayers,
asking that the Lord strengthen, help, and
direct us according to His divine will.

WHAT Is A PLEDGE?

A pledge is simply a commitment that families
make each vyear to their parish. The
commitment is in 3 parts: an amount of
money promised to be given during the year,
an amount of time promised to work on parish
activities, and the use of specific talents with

which you have been blessed to aid the parish.
WHY SHOULD | PLEDGE?

There are several important reasons to
commit to and fulfill a pledge. The first is very
straightforward — each year the parish council
must make a budget for the coming year to be
presented and approved at the General Parish
Meeting. The pledges received serve as the
primary source of income planning. As the
ministries and expenses of the parish are
enabled by the parish giving, the pledges form
the basis of planning for parish activities in the
coming yeatr.

The second, and perhaps most important
reason to pledge, is concerned with the
individual. Giving, like attendance at the divine
services, is an important aspect to our worship
as Orthodox Christians. Should we miss a
liturgy, our church family will take note and
lovingly wonder why we weren’t there. In the
same way, the Pledge Card serves to solidify
our financial and time commitments and aids
us as a reminder should we slowdown in
fulfilling our promised giving.

The third and last reason to pledge is that it
forces us to address this important facet of
worship in a disciplined and thoughtful
manner. As in every other aspect of life, when
we promise something and fulfill it, we grow
as individuals. Likewise, when we make
promises to God — and fulfill them- we grow
our faith and our confidence before God. We
intuitively know the truth of St. James: “faith
without works is dead.” God honors promises
made and kept.
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Commemorating the Living and the Departed during Divine
Liturgy

e The Orthodox remember our living and departed loved ones in our
S i daily prayers, both Orthodox and non-Orthodox. We also provide

N '_' 4 the names of our loved ones to our parish priest
- for commemoration during Divine Liturgy.

For our Orthodox loved ones, these prayers occur during the
Proskomedia, or the service of preparation before the actual Divine
Liturgy begins. The priest takes out particles of prosphora for the
living saying, “Remember, O Lord, thy servant...,” and for the
reposed, “Remember, O Lord, the soul of thy servant...” As St. Symeon of Thessaloniki writes “...because it (the
particle) is placed near the eucharistic Bread, when that becomes the Body of Christ in the course of the Liturgy, the
particle too is immediately sanctified. And when it is placed in the Chalice, it is united with the holy Blood. That is
why it transmits divine grace to the soul of the one for whom it is offered. So a spiritual communion takes place
(between that person and Christ). If (the person commemorated) is among the godly, or those who have sinned but
then repented, that person receives the communion of the Holy Spirit invisibly in his soul.”

This is a mystery, something we cannot fully comprehend, and yet we believe the truth of it completely. Referring
specifically to commemorations for the departed (which also applies clearly to the commemorations for the living),
St. John Damascene writes: “The mystics and witnesses of the Word—the disciples and Apostles of the Savior sent
round the world—ordained the commemoration of the departed faithful during the Dreadful and Immaculate and Life

-giving Mysteries. Truly and very incontrovertibly the Apostolic and Catholic Church has done this to the present
throughout the world and will continue to do so until its end. This they (the Apostles) inaugurated not thoughtlessly
or at all in vain.”

St. John Chrysostom adds: “Not by accident did the holy Apostles decree that the departed would be commemorated

in the presence of the awesome Mysteries. They knew that there is much to be gained from that, much benefit.”
From the life of St. Philaret of Moscow, we learn of the following remarkable account: A certain priest was
particularly diligent in praying for the dead whose names were given to him to be remembered at the Liturgy. He
used to copy out these names into his private notebook and pray for them all his life. The names accumulated, and
eventually his notebook contained so many thousands of names that he was forced to divide it into sections and take
up one section a day.
It so happened that he fell into some sin which threatened him with losing his priestly rank. The matter reached
Metropolitan Philaret. As the Metropolitan was about to sign a resolution stating that the priest should be removed
from his duties, he suddenly felt his hand grow heavy. He thus postponed signing the document until the following
day. That night he had a dream wherein he saw a great crowd assembled under his windows. In the crowd there
were people of all ages and walks of life. The crowd was agitated and finally addressed to the Metropolitan some
kind of plea. “What do you need?” asked the Bishop, “and who are you?” - We are departed souls and have come to
you to plead for our priest. Do not remove him from his office.” Philaret, greatly impressed by this dream, was
unable to forget it after he awoke. He had the accused priest brought before him. “What good deeds have you
done? Tel me,” asked the Metropolitan. “None, my Lord,” the priest answered, “I deserve being punished.” “Do
you pray for the departed?” asked the Metropolitan. “Well, yes, my Lord, always; it is a rule with me always to re-
member all whose names are handed to me, and I always take out parts of the prosphora for all of them, so much that
my parishioners have begun complaining that my proskomedia is longer than the Liturgy itself. But I cannot do
otherwise.” The Metropolitan limited himself to transferring the priest to another parish, having first explained to
him who it was that had interceded for him.”

St. John Maximovich relates the following, regarding the importance of commemorations at Divine Liturgy:

Before the opening of the relics of St. Theodosius of Chernigov (1896), the priest who had revested the relics sat
down exhausted near the relics and dozed off. As he was sleeping, the hierarch appeared to him and said, “Thank
you for laboring on my behalf. T also ask that when you serve the Liturgy, You commemorate my parents,” and he
gave their names, Priest Nikita and Maria. “How is it that you, a holy hierarch, are asking my prayers, when you
stand at the throne of Heaven and grant people God’s mercy?” asked the priest. “That is true,” replied the Saint, “but
the offering at the Divine Liturgy is more powerful than my prayers.”

Abundant grace flows from the Divine Liturgy. We are given the opportunity to participate by way of submitting for

commemoration the names of our dearly loved living and departed. We indicate if our loved ones are Orthodox or
non-Orthodox so that the priest can know who he should include in the Proskomedia. But all receive prayer.
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Celia "Cil" Grgich Obituary
July 15, 1923—December 27, 2023

Celia “Cil” Grgich (nee Pavich) passed away on December 27, 2023. Born
July 15, 1923 to Serbian immigrant parents, Cil grew up in a close-knit Ser-
bian enclave in Steubenville, Ohio. Her early days were filled with hardship
due to her father’s early demise yet her memories were of laugh-out-loud
moments and innocent mischief with childhood pals that became lifelong
friends or relatives.

After her marriage to Nick Grgich in February 1946, they started a family in
San Francisco and settled in Daly City where they raised their four sons.
She was devoted to her Serbian Orthodox faith as a founding member of St.
8 John’s Serbian Orthodox Cathedral where she served her church community
¥ as a multi-term Past-President and active member of the St. Sophia Sister-
hood. Her legacy includes 50 years of fellowship and volunteer service at
Camp Saint Sava dedicated to preserving Serbian Orthodox and cultural
~ traditions for hundreds of kids from parishes throughout Western America.

Cil loved a good bargain (especially a mystery Kohl’s scratch-off coupon) on clothes and accessories - those
that were not returned — that she would combine with items from her bursting closets into stylish outfits she
crafted as much for a doctor’s appointment as for a special occasion. She relished discovering garage sale
kitsch to fill the home she and Nick built in Sonoma in 1973. No outing was complete without a picking up a
kitchen gadget, romance novel or clock followed by a cherished lunch out.

Of course, her legacy would not be the same had she not, as a young woman, met the love of her life, Nick
Grgich. Partners in marriage, dance, and life for over 65 years until his death in 2011 — theirs was a special
love marked with a sense of humor and devoted friendship. Her heart always beat a little faster when he was
near. Cil is predeceased by her parents, Mike and Anna, as well as her siblings, Maryann “Maci” Vignovich
and Stanko Pavich along with her Grgich in-laws and their spouses. She was preceded in death by her beloved
niece, Joanne (Fred) Wolfinger in Ohio. Cil leaves her sons Steve (Natasha), Stan, Dan (Sharon) and Mitch
(Cathy) and grandchildren Kyle (Krystle), Kaia (Nikola Kordic), Nick and Michael (Eunmi) and great-
grandchildren, Olivia and Carter Grgich and Nova Kordic. She is survived by her godchildren, Ann and
George Tepovich and her devoted caregivers Griselda & Araceli Hernandez who provided 24/7 competent
compassionate care for over four years.

The family who became friends and the many friends who became family, will miss her active presence in
their lives. Each have wonderful memories to hold close, and in the coming years each will realize the impact
she had on them is beyond measure. Having Cil as a mother, mother-in-law, aunt, Baba, great-grandmother,
godmother, mentor, and loving friend will always be valued. Cil enjoyed a “family-first” life that made her
happy, a heart full of dreams that found their way true, and a lot of good friends along the way. The endless
memories shared with her will sustain us for the rest of our lives.
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Cil’s 100th Birthday celebration in Sonoma
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Danilo Don Kosovac
February 16, 1934—December 26, 2023

Don E. Kosovac, USAF Colonel, retired, of San Rafael, CA, passed
away peacefully in his home surrounded by his family on December
26th, 2023. He was born into a Serbian immigrant family residing in
Indiana Harbor (East Chicago) on February 16, 1934. He spent his
youth as the youngest child of four to Danica Tatalovich (Kosovac)
and Drago Kosovac. He moved west to attend the University of
California, Berkeley, where he became a loyal Golden Bear. He
studied Architecture and General Education while also fulfilling his
commitment to the Air Force ROTC program. In addition, he was a
member of the Phi Kappa Alpha fraternity and continued his faith
and love of music singing in the choir at St. John the Baptist Serbian
Orthodox Cathedral in San Francisco.

Upon graduation in 1958, he was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant and entered active duty at Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas. He met his “Yellow Rose of Texas”, Caroline
(Bitsy) Bachofen, and they married in the Hill Country at her
beloved family home, Pleasure Hill. During Don’s 30 years of active
duty, he held numerous assignments, notably as a navigator in
Vietnam, an instructor of navigation at the Air Force Academy, and
lastly as the U.S. Defense/Air Attaché at the U.S. Embassy in Prague, the former Czechoslovakia.
While stationed at the Academy, he earned his Master’s of Arts in Education at the University of
Denver.

Beyond Don’s esteemed military career, he spent his life as the patriarch of his family. He built two
family ski cabins in Colorado and Lake Tahoe where he taught his children and grandchildren his love
for skiing. He spent many mornings with his apron around his waist flipping his famous Swedish
pancakes for his family. He also served as the “quarterback” of a four-decade long tailgate cheering on
the Cal football team. In retirement, he and Bitsy continued a life of travel, he earned a contractor’s
license, and taught carpentry classes at Laney College. He continued to give to his church community
as President of the church board and to sing in the church choir with his beautiful bass sound. As a Cal
alumnus, he gave generously of his time and resources to the Class
of 1958 gift to the Mark Twain Papers at UC Berkeley and created
the Danica and Drago Kosovac Prize, a scholarship for students
researching Serbian/Montenegrin culture.

Don is survived by his loving wife of 63 years, Caroline “Bitsy”
Kosovac; three daughters and son-in-law’s, Cris (Todd) Adair, Di-
ane (Brian) McKone, and Natalie (Chris) Kosovac; six grandchil- §
dren, Max, Jessica, Quinn (Emma), Sydney, Joseph, and Caroline; |§
several nieces and nephews; and Kumovi. Preceding him in death g =524
were his parents Danica and Drago, and his 3 siblings, Helen,
Mike, and Jeanne.

At Ease to dear Colonel, our loving husband, dad, and grandpa.
Ziveli! Go Bears!
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Teresa Maria Golubovich
August 3, 1929 — October 4, 2023

Teresa passed away peacefully with dignity and grace, just as she lived her life, at home
surrounded by family on October 4th.

Teresa was born in the barrio of Miraflores in Lima, Peru on August 3, 1929, daughter to
Alfredo and Esther Figueroa. She was the 4th of 8 children: Eleazar, Alfredo, Gloria,
Teresa, Violeta, Rosario (Charo), Camilo and Julio (Gringo). Her father, Alfredo, was a
very successful businessman and a first-generation Peruvian whose parents had migrated
from Spain in the late 1800s.

Teresa enjoyed her youth in Lima in a house full of laughter and very well supported until,
when she was 15, her father Alfredo unexpectedly died.

She eventually decided to pursue a career through secretarial school. She decided to travel
to the United States, taking her skills to the offices of New York where she worked as a
secretary for one of Bank of America’s vice presidents in the international department.

After spending six months in New York she paid a visit to San Francisco before her
planned return to Lima. The decision to come to San Francisco would change her life
forever.

During her time in the city, she met her soon to be husband, Milorad V. Golubovich from
Yugoslavia.

They fell in love and were engaged in 1962. On February 17, 1963, they married at St
John’s Serbian Orthodox Church in San Francisco, settling down in Menlo Park by 1964.

Continuing with her career path, Teresa spent several years at Syntax as a Senior Secretary.
Roles followed at Stanford Law where she was a Translator of Papers for professors and
then at Xerox as Administrative Assistant. She finished her career at Telesensory Systems
where she was Manager of International Sales and Market- s

ing for Latin America.

Teresa’s passions included gardening, dancing, music, read-
ing, knitting, sewing and traveling. Her greatest joys were
spent with family.

She is survived by her loving husband Milorad, children
Paul (Deanne) and Liliana (Branko).

A loving and devoted grandmother, she was forever
surrounded by her grandchildren: Elena, Cristina, Luka and
Anya. And embraced being a grandmother to Bella, Paul’s
stepdaughter and Caroline (Coco), Paul’s niece.
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18" Annual Humanitarian Banquet
By Pavle Bunjevic

On Sunday, November 12, 2023, the Four Circles of Serbian Sisters of
the Bay Area of the Western American Diocese of the Serbian Or-
thodox Church hosted their 18" Annual Humanitarian Banquet at Holy
Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church in Moraga. This years event was
chaired by the KSS of Holy Trinity with their President Dorothy Zakula
Pratte. The wonderful members and friends of our Serbian community
from around the entire Bay Area were able to make this event a great
success by raising over $38,000. We had approximately 100 people in
attendance, who were able to hear from those that directly delivered the
monetary support to those that were in need.

There are many people to thank and without their support and hard
work, we would not have been able to raise such a large amount of
money. First, a big thank you to our wonderful sisters of St. George,
St. John the Baptist, Holy Trinity, and St. Archangel Michael. ~ With-
out their dedication, hard work, and love for their church and this great
cause, we would not have been able to provide the monetary support
over the years to those that are less fortunate. Second, many thanks to
our Bishop Maksim and clergy for their spiritual support in providing
us the strength to organize this special event. Third, a special thank
you to our world class chef, Ron Pratte and his crew. Fourth, a special
thank you to Danka Petrovic Poore for donating the wine. Fifth, many
thanks to Aleksandra Milic for the centerpiece decorations. Sixth, a
special thank you to ISKRA Choir for singing. Seventh, a very special
thank you to the Mladost Folklore Group for a wonderful performance.
Eigth, a big thank you to the KSS’ of San Francisco and Oakland for
the desserts, and the KSS of Saratoga for the hors d’oeuvres.

We look forward to another successful event this year that will be host-
ed by the KSS of Saratoga. Date to be announced. We look forward
to having you join us for our 19™ Annual Humanitarian Banquet.

Once again, a big thank you to Dorothy Zakula Pratte and all the Sis-
ters of Holy Trinity, along with their parish priest, Fr. Vasilije, for
hosting such a wonderful event. May God always bless you and watch
over you.




The Mladost Folklore Group and The ISKRA Etno Group Concert

On Saturday, March 16, 2024, The Mladost Folkore Group of the Bay Area Serbian Orthodox Churches and
The ISKRA Etno Group hosted a concert titled “An Evening of Folk Songs and Dance” at St. John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in San Francisco. It was a very special evening as attendees were presented with
wonderful perfomances of songs and dances from Serbia. Many thanks to those who attended and for all that
made it a success. A special thank you to Fr. Djurica and Church Board of St. John the Baptist Serbian Ortho-
dox Cathedral for providing us the use of the church hall.

U subotu vece, 16.marta ove godine u svecanoj sali nase crkve, Iskra Etno, vokalno- instrumentalna grupa je
odrzala koncert posvecen sedmogodisnjici svog rada i postojanja. Naime, Iskra Etno grupa osnovana je 2014.
godine od strane Gordane Mihajlovic i Nene Lovre i okuplja kako izvodjace iz razlicitih delova San Francisko
zaliva tako i povezuje izvodjace razlicitih generacija. Iskra Etno ponosno radi na predstavljanju srpske, slov-
enske i balkanske muzike na ovim prostorima a pored ovog delovanja radi i na ocuvanju tradicije i jezika Srbi-
je 1 Balkana. Rad grupe prepoznat je kao veoma znacaj doprinos kulturnom i socijalnom zivotu srpske zajednice
u Kaliforniji 1 sire.

Svaki koncert odlikuje se jedinstveno odabranim repertoarom koji za temu ima uvek poseban dogadjaj ili se-
canje sto kulturnog, tradicionalnog tako i istorijskog segmenta srpskog nasledja. Dokaz tome bila su i dva
poslednja koncerta ove grupe. Koncertom na godisnjem humanitarnom banketu Kola Srpskih Sestara, kroz
posebno odabran muzicki program zahvalili smo se svim nasim majkama i sestrama osnivacima Kola Srpskih
Sestara kao i svim precima koji su dali zivot tokom Prvog Svetskog rata a na koje danasnje generacije ne smeju
zaboraviti 1 moraju biti ponosni.

Koncert odrzan u nasoj sali ovoga marta, pored proslavljanja godisnjice Iskre Etno podsetio je i publiku na Mar-
tovsko secanje koje je posveceno novijim stradanjima srpskog naroda na Kosovu i Metohiji. Clanovi grupe
nosili su ovom prilikom bros u obliku kosovskog bozura i izveli kako tradicionalne numere sa KiM : “Gusta
mi magla padnala”, “Ej dragi, dragi” tako i numere skorijeg datuma poput “Suze Kosova” stavljajuci akcenat i
na taj nacin na vaznost ocuvanja secanja na ove dogadjaje. I na kraju veceri, s obzirom da je povod svakog kon-
certa Iskre Etno pored svega i druzenje, jacanje i povezivanje zajednice, zapevala se pesma “Veseli se srpski
rode” i zajedno sa folklornim ansamblom “Mladost” pod vodstvom Pavla Bunjevica, igralo se kolo do kasno u
noc.

Do sledece prilike i novih radosnih i vaznih dogadjaja,
Iskra Etno vas pozdravlja i cestita Vaskrs: Hristos Vaskrse! Vaistinu Vaskrse!
Aleksandra Milic




Living out the Incarnation in our Lives

One of the foundational beliefs of the Or-
thodox Christian faith is that of the incarnation,
which we acknowledge every time we say the
Creed, that be believe in “One Lord Jesus Christ...
who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.” We be-
lieve that he is fully man and fully God, not a mys-
tical, incorporeal being like the Monophysites de-
clared nor imperfectly divine like the Arians and
Nestorians believed. This is an essential truth for
us and one that we should embody in our lived
lives as Orthodox Christians. The goal of the incar-
nation was firstly and most clearly articulated by
St. Athanasius of Alexandria, who said that “God
became what we are so that he might makes what
he is... Christ became made man that we might be
made God.”

The incarnation makes itself relevant on
the grandest scales of human experience, where
Christ is not only the God of Eternity but also the
God of History. While all humans have been im-
perfect and fallen in their lives, we do not believe
that history is a sequence of accidents that culmi-
nate in our present experience, that is a form hu-
bris that is unbefitting an Orthodox Christian. Eve-
ry step of creation, from when the light was
cleaved from darkness (Genesis 1), to the prophets
and the scribes, through the reigns of the pharaohs
and the Caesars, was divinely intended towards the
incarnation of Jesus Christ the Son of God. How-
ever, this divine march did not end with the resur-
rection of Christ we celebrate every Easter, but
continued on through the apostles unto the saints,
through the conflicts of emperors and the tribula-
tions of oppression, unto the turmoil and ambigui-
ty of modernity. But we should not be uncertain in
our beliefs, we should confidently see the will of
God guiding us. Even if feels that he is testing and
punishing us, it is towards salvation. In the Greek
Septuagint, which we follow for the Old Testa-
ment, the Hebrew word for “punish” — yasar, was
translated into Greek as paideuo, which means to
educate, discipline, where pais/paidos means
child. But crux of the matter is we should not di-
vide — “secularize” — our lives from our Christian
beliefs, but rather “baptize” our experiences with
the lived truth of the incarnation, seeing and seek-
ing out the divine in our lives.

It may almost feel easier to see the works
of God in the cosmic feats and the great events of

history, but the incarnation teaches us that the em-
bodiment of the divine is also a very personal real-
ity. This skepticism St. Athanasius himself ad-
dresses in opposition to the philosophers of the
Greeks, who deemed the incarnation a silly, unbe-
coming concept, saying “if it is fitting for him to
come into the cosmos and to be made known in the
universe, it would also be fitting for him to appear
in a human body and that it should be illumined
and moved by him. For the human race is part of
the whole; and if the part is unsuitable to be his
instrument towards the knowledge of his divinity,
it would be most absurd that he should be made
known even through the whole cosmos.” Christ
was fully man, and while He did not sin as we do
nor submit himself to the passions, He did experi-
ence the real joys, pains, and temptations that we
do every day of our lives. He shared in the joys of
a wedding, where he turned water into wine (John
2), he wept for Jerusalem (Luke 19), he raged at
those that would turn his temple into a den of
thieves (Matthew 21), and sorrowed for the trial to
face him in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew
26). He who commands the cosmos also has full
knowledge and empathy for our daily inconven-
iences, joys, and struggles. “He endured the insults
of human beings, that we might inherit incorrupti-
bility,” said St. Athanasius. However, we are not
God and we are not even perfectly human. That is
why one of the most fruitful ways we can exercise
our faith is to pray to the saints and study their
lives. It is why we pray to the Mother of God, a
fallen human like us, but one who accepted God
perfectly, that we may imitate her devotion and
bring God into our hearts.

Among us today is a temptation to mysti-
cize and philosophize away the banalities of our
lives and sometimes to even look with shame and
embarrassment at the historical path taken by the
Church. This is not the way. We should not be like
the Origenists, who believed we were to discard
the corrupt, mortal experience like the “garments
of skin” that God gave to Adam and Eve to cover
up their shame (Genesis 3). We should not be
prideful in ourselves and our faith and heritage, but
we should be confident that it was handed down to
us not just by our ancestors in blood and faith but
also from the hands of God himself. Sometimes we
take a dichotomous interpretation to questions of
faith and scripture, giving a literal and spiritual
interpretation to the Word, what some call cata-
phatic versus apophatic theology. However, we
should never forsake one for the other and we
should strive for a unified vision of our faith that
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as perfectly couples them together as we can in our
own, fallen way, epectactically (St. Gregory of
Nyssa) reach for the perfect union of worldly and
divine as found in the incarnation of Christ. We
are sojourners in this life, we seek the Kingdom of
God, but while its glory may make it seem like a
city on a hill, in the clouds, the Kingdom is already
among us is for us to realize and to actualize (Luke
17). We are a community with a strong sense of
identity, one that some might deem distracting
from our Christian calling. While it is often cited
St. Paul’s statement that there is neither Greek nor
Jew (Galatians 3), he also very clearly described
the tribes of man as branches of tree (Romans 11).
In the end times, we do not shed our mortal coil
but find it reconstituted (Ezekiel 37), when all join
together in the most perfect of liturgies, where “a
great multitude which no one could number, of all
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing be-
fore the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with
white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, say-
ing, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelations 7). The
incarnation rerevealed God’s commitment to his
creation, that there is “the root of Jesse, who shall
rise to rule over the nations, and in him the nations
will places their hopes” (Isaiah 11).

So, let us remind ourselves of the creed of
the incarnation in our daily lives, to see the divine
and spiritual and the banal and basic. Christ be-
came man to heal the corruption of the world and
ultimately to remove us from Death’s grasp, he did
not come to world to rescue us from it but rather to
perfect us. Let us not fall for the temptations of the
world, to fall prey to sophistic temptations that
seek not perfect our humanity to sunder us from it,
false beliefs that lead us to the lived death of nihil-
ism. Let us not take for granted the small ways that
the divine has touched us in our lives, whether in
the small kindnesses we share or the odd folk tra-
dition that helps keep us anchored to the Church
and Christ, for in such ways we can reflect the
truth of the incarnation in our lives.

Your brother in Christ,
Blagoje Djordjevié¢
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church,
Moraga
Parish Slava, June 23 2024
(No Divine Liturgy in our Cathedral)
*
Colma Chapel and FSBS Slava
August 24, 2024
Divine Liturgy 10:00AM
*
DIOCESAN DAYS 2024
in conjunction with the
DIOCESAN ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
Alhambra, California
Labor Day Weekend
*

St. John the Baptist Cathedral Slava
Celebrating 70 years of our Cathedral
October 6, 2024
Divine Liturgy 10:30AM
*

Moraga Food Festival
October 12, 2024

Holy Archangel Michael Serbian Orthodox

Church, Saratoga
Church Slava

November 24 2024
Divine Liturgy 10:00AM
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Protopresbyter Djurica Gordic - Cathedral Dean, Parish Priest

The Gracanica Herald is regular publication of Saint John the
Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in San Francisco, California.
The purpose of the Herald is to educate faithful members and
parishioners in the teaching of the Orthodox Faith and Tradition in
order to assist in their commitment to Christ and His Church. In
addition, the Herald keeps our parishioners informed as to the
activities taking place at the parish and other news of interest to
our community.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members
and parishioners for their help and support of Saint John’s
Cathedral.

If any parishioner or member has news of either religious or social
interest that they would like to have published in the Gracanica
Herald please mail it to: 900 Baker Street San Francisco,
California, 94115 or e-mail to stjohnsoc@yahoo.com
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