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The Serbian Orthodox Church
to her spiritual children at Pascha, 2017

+IRINE]

By the Grace of God
Orthodox Archbishop of Pec, Metropolitan of
Belgrade Karlovci and Serbian Patriarch, with
all the Hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox
Church to all the clergy, monastics, and all the
sons and daughters of our Holy Church: grace,
mercy and peace from God the Father, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, with the
joyous Paschal greeting:

Christ is Risen!
“Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.”
(Paschal troparion)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Resurrection of our Lord is the

Resurrection is in our faith. The Holy Apostle
Paul, the teacher of the nations, whom we
unreservedly can call the greatest preacher of
the Resurrection of Christ and our own, clearly
said: “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and
has become the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep.” (I Corinthians 15:20) Faith in the
Resurrection of Christ is the essence of the
apostolic preaching and teaching, the foundation
of the Church and of her services and theology.

In the Holy Scriptures the Resurrection
is the central theme, in the Old Testament as
well as in the New Testament. The
Resurrection is spoken of in two mutually
connected meanings: as the general resurrection
of the dead at the end of the history of mankind
(cf. Isaiah 26:19), and as Christ’s Resurrection,
foretold by the Old Testament prophets (cf.
Psalm 15:10), and confirmed through the
preaching of the Holy Apostles (cf. Acts 2:23-
24).

The Old Testament, with its language
and prototypes, in many places talks about
resurrection. The prophet David speaks about it
in his Psalms (Psalm 15:9; 16:15). The greatly
suffering Job with faith in the resurrection cries
out to God: “For I know that my Redeemer lives
and that in my flesh I shall see God.” (Job 19:25
-27) The prophet Jonah is a prototype of Christ’s
three day resurrection. (cf. St. Matthew 12:40)
The most well-known vision of the resurrection
of the dead in the Old Testament is given in the
book of the prophet Ezekiel: he, inspired by the
Spirit of God, sees how the dry bones come to
life and how each one puts on human flesh. (cf.
Ezekiel 37:1-10) That vision filled the hearts of
all believing Jews of the Old Testament and it
was inseparable from the faith in the coming of
the Messiah and in His Resurrection. (cf. Isaiah
53:10)

The New Testament is, on the other
hand, entirely centered in the mystery of the
Cross and Resurrection of Christ. This is
confirmed by the Holy Evangelists’ emotive
description of the last events from Christ’s life
that happened in Jerusalem: His judgment
before Pilate, His Crucifixion, His death on the
Cross, but also His glorious Resurrection. (cf.
St. Matthew 27-28; St. Luke 23-24) The first

greatest Christian feast day. It is the feast day of ones who were made worthy to become

faith, life and of every blessing from God. Our
entire faith is in the Resurrection and the

witnesses of Christ’s Resurrection were the
myrrhbearing women (cf. St. Mark 16:1-2), and
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then the Holy Apostles and the fullness of the
ancient Church. They are joined with the first
Christian martyrs and all later martyrs, and the
new martyrs, true witnesses of Christ’s
Resurrection, as well as the Fathers of the
Church, who through the holy councils, through
the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed and through
their dogmatic teaching have bequeathed to us
the faith in the resurrection. The Church itself'is a
witness that Christ is with us throughout all ages.
(cf. St. Matthew 28:20) The Church witnesses to
this, most especially, in the Divine Liturgy,
which is celebrated in remembrance of the “death
and Resurrection of Christ.” In the Divine
Liturgy the Resurrected Christ is given to us in

us with every spiritual blessing, so that we may
be People of the Living God. May the joyous cry
of newborn children be stronger than the helpless
cries of death! May Serbia and the entire world,
once again, become a great Cradle! Let us return
to faith in life, let us return to the Resurrection!
Dear brothers and sisters, the Holy
Orthodox Church is our spiritual Mother. She
cares for her children regardless of where they
live and she is crucified with her sons and
daughters so that all together they may achieve
the Resurrection. Let us rejoice with those who
have joy and let us mourn with those who mourn,
bearing one another's burdens, for in this way we
will fulfill the law of Christ! (cf. Galatians 6:2)

Holy Communion. Let us, then, be children of The Holy Elder Sofronios (Sakharov) said that

the Resurrection! Let us live by the Resurrection
of Christ, as the Holy Apostle Paul said, and not
allow anything to separate us from His love!
(Romans 8:35)

The great Russian elder, Saint Seraphim
of Sarov, would greet the pilgrims who came to
his monastery throughout the entire year with
these words: “Christ is risen, my joy!” To reach
that spiritual state, in the words of Saintly Bishop
Nicholai “we must with our very life kiss Christ’s
Crucifixion, not out of custom, but rather as our
own crucifixion, and kiss his wounds as our own
wounds.”

With sadness and pain in our heart we
must say that today’s world is not following the
road of resurrection, but instead is following the
road of death and hopelessness. When we say
this we have in mind the fact that in Serbia every
year the equivalent of a whole city dies due to the
mortality rate being larger than the birth rate.
This is a reason for weeping and wailing, but it is
also an alarm for admonition. Something must be
done to stop this way of death. “A voice was
heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to
be consoled, because they were no more.” (St.
Matthew 2:18) Abortion is always and
everywhere, and even among our own people, a
deadly sin which cries to heaven. We must stop
killing our own children in the womb! They too
have a right to life and resurrection. We ask
where are those pretentious “fighters for human
rights” to protect the weakest among us — unborn
children in their mothers’ womb. Let us, brothers
and sisters, leave the country of sin and death, as
the Israelites of old left Egypt, and God will bless

the fulfillment of God’s commandments crucifies
in us the old man and resurrects the new man
created according to the image of God, our
Creator and Savior. In the same spirit, Saint Basil
the Great also talks about the transformational
meaning of fasting and said that God's angels
record the names of those who keep the entire
Great Lent, for by their fasting they renounce the
earthly and transitory in order to gain the eternal
and heavenly, and that is resurrection. By
fulfilling the commandments of God, we express
and confirm our love towards Christ (St. John
14:15), but also towards our neighbors. (cf. St.
Matthew 22:40)

Today’s world has largely adopted a
different philosophy, the philosophy of the wide
road that leads to destruction. (cf. St. Matthew
7:13) Attempts are being made to replace
Christian virtues with a seeming humanism and
the false spirituality of the Far East. All false
religions and para-religions, philosophies and
false philosophies, ideologies and modern
mythologies are enslaved to death and are
sentencing human beings to death inasmuch as
they believe that man is “a being for death”, and
not a being meant for eternal life, especially if
they encourage people to murder and kill
themselves, either quickly (in wars and in bloody
“peaceful” conflicts) or over time (by licentious
living in every kind of vice, especially in slavery
to drugs). We live in a time when some try to
make evil look like good, and good evil; while
sin, according to the Holy Elder Paisius the
Athonite, is made out to be something modern
and acceptable. Idols, anti-heroes, disobedience
to parents and rejection of every authority are
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being offered to our youth instead of examples
of virtue and honesty. Great is the
responsibility of the Church, but also of all
educational institutions of this country,
because it is necessary to help the youth to find
the way of authentic life and resurrection. Let
us teach our children to be like the young man
in the Gospel who asked the Lord: “What
should I do to inherit eternal life?” And this
young man received from Christ this answer:
“Observe the commandments!” Here is the
way to salvation, here is the resurrection!

We paternally call all those who have
separated themselves for any reason from the
One, Holy, Catholic (Saborna) and Apostolic
Church to return to her fold. The sin of schism
and heresy is truly a terrible one. According to
the Holy Fathers not even the martyr’s blood
can cleanse it. Let us forgive each other by the
Resurrection and let us again be brothers in our
Holy Church, the only Ship of our salvation!

We greet all of our spiritual children in
our Fatherland and abroad with the Paschal
salutation, and we pray that the Resurrected
Lord will grant the joy of the Resurrection to
all. We especially greet our faithful in the
crucified Kosovo and Metohija, that
inseparable part of Serbia, whose holy shrines
are guardians not only of Serbian Orthodoxy
but also of Christianity in Europe. Kosovo was
and will remain ours, because God is found not
in force but in justice, and He is able to return
to us that which is being taken away from us
by force.

By this feast of the Resurrection may
Serbia and the entire Serbian people be
resurrected, as our poets used to say. May God
grant that those who lead and guard our
country may be inspired with the spirit of the
Resurrection and the spirit of faith in the
victory of good over evil! May the Resurrected
Lord, the Conqueror of death and Giver of
Life, grant every good to His People, that is to
say, to the entire Christian and Orthodox race,
and to all people of good will, that we all may
have even now a foretaste of the joy of the
future age, the joy of resurrection and eternal
life!

Christ is Risen!

Your intercessors before the Crucified and
Resurrected Christ:

Archbishop of Pec,
Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and
Serbian Patriarch IRINEJ

Metropolitan of Montenegro and the
Coastlands AMFILOHIJE

Metropolitan of Zagreb and Ljubljana
PORFIRIJE

Bishop of Sabac LAVRENTIJE

Bishop of Srem VASILIJE

Bishop of Banja Luka JEFREM

Bishop of Budim LUKIJAN

Bishop of Banat NIKANOR

Bishop of New Gracanica-Midwestern
America LONGIN

Bishop of Canada MITROPHAN
Bishop of Backa IRINEJ

Bishop of Great Britain and Scandinavia
DOSITEJ

Bishop of Zvornik-Tuzla CHRYSOSTOM
Bishop of Osijek and Baranja LUKIJAN
Bishop of Western Europe LUKA
Bishop of Zicha JUSTIN

Bishop of Vranje PAHOMIJE

Bishop of Sumadija JOVAN

Bishop of Branicevo IGNATIJE

Bishop of Dalmatia FOTJE

Bishop of Bihac and Petrovac ATANASIJE
Bishop of Budimlje and Niksic JOANIKIJE
Bishop of Zahumlje and Hercegovina
GRIGORIJE

Bishop of Valjevo MILUTIN

Bishop of Ras and Prizren TEODOSHE
Bishop of Western America MAXIM
Bishop of Gornji Karlovac GERASIM
Bishop of Eastern America IRINEJ
Bishop of Krusevac DAVID

Bishop of Slavonia JOVAN

Bishop of Austria and Switzerland ANDREJ
Bishop of Frankfurt and all Germany
SERGIJE

Bishop of Timok ILARION

Bishop of Australia and New Zealand
SILUAN

Vicar Bishop of Moravica ANTONIE
Vicar Bishop of Toplica ARSENIJE
Vicar Bishop of Diokleia KIRIL
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THE ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF
OCHRID:

Archbishop of Ochrid and Metropolitan of
Skoplje JOVAN

Bishop of Polog and Kumanovo JOAKIM
Bishop of Bregalnica MARKO

Vicar Bishop of Stobi DAVID

[Path of Orthodoxy translation]

Cpucka IIpaBociaaBaa Lpksa
CB0jOj 1YX0BHO]J aAeuu O Backpcy
2017. roAuHe

NPUHEJ

o mmwitoct boxjoj
[IpaBocnaBHU Apxuenuckorn nehku,
MuTtpononut 6eorpaacko-KapIoBauKu 1
[TaTpujapx cpricku, ca CBUM
Apxujepejuma Cprcke [IpaBocnaBHe
IpxBe —

CBELITEHCTBY, MOHAILITBY U CBUM
cuHOBMMa 1 Khepuma Haie cBete L[pkse:
6maroxaar, muitoct u mup of bora Ona, u
~ I'ocriopa namrera Mcyca Xpucra, u [lyxa
- CeeTora, y3 paJloCHH BaCKpILELH TT03/IPaB:

XPUCTOC BACKPCE!

XpHUCTOC BaCKpce U3 MPTBHUX,
cMphy cMpT nopa3uBIIN

1 OHMMa KOjU Cy Y TpoOoBHUMa
JKUBOT JTaPOBABIIIH

(mponap Ilacxe).

Hpara 6paho u cectpe,

Backpc je Hajsehum xpumthancku
Npa3HUK, IPa3HUK Bepe, )KUBOTA U CBAKOT
omarocinoBa boxjer. Ca Hama Bepa je y
Backpcy u Backpce y Bepu. Otyna cBetu
aniocton IlaBne, yuuTesr Hapoja, Kora
CI000JTHO MOXKEMO Ha3BaTU W HajBehum
IIponoBeTHUKOM Backpcewa, Xpucrosor
U HallleT, jacHO Kaxe: “Ako XpHCTOC He
ycTaje, y3ailyd Bepa Bama’, a oaMax
noToM Joaaje: “Anu je XpucToc ycrao u3
MpPTBUX, Te noctaje [IpBeHar] oHuUX Koju
cy ympiu” (I Kop. 15, 17-20). Bepa y

Backpcewe  XpucroBo  cymItMHa - je
anoCTOJICKE TMPOIMOBEIN U y4yeHa, TeMeJb
[pxse, HBECHOT oorociyxema u
OorociosJba.

Y Cgerom Ilucmy, kako Crapor
tako u HoBor 3aBera, Backpceme je
neHTpanna tema. O \meMy ce TOBOpH y J1Ba
Mel)ycoOHO  TOBe3aHa  CMHCIA:  Kao
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CBEOMILITEM BacKpcewhy MPTBUX Ha Kpajy
mwyncke ucropuje (Mc. 26, 19) u Backpcemy
XpHUCTOBOM, IMPEACKA3aHOM OJI CTapO3aBETHUX
npopoka (Ilc. 15, 10), a yrBphemeMm Kpo3
poroBe cBeTux amnocrtona ([am. 2, 23-24).

Crapu 3aBeT HaM Ha MHOTO MecCTa,
CBOJUM ]JE€3UKOM M TIpaciuKkama, TOBOPU O
Backpcewmy. O meMy cBenouu npopok Jlasun y
ceojum [lcammuma (Ilc. 15, 9; 16, 15).
Mpuoroctpaganau JoB Banuje bory BepoMm y
Backpcemwe: “3HaM 1a je kuB Moj Mckynuresb
u 1a hy omet y oBom Teny BuaeTu bora” (JoB
19, 25-27). Ilpopox Jona je mnpaobpa3
TPUIHEBHOT BaCKpCGH>a XpucroBor (M. 12,
40). Hajmo3natuja BI/ISI/I_]a BAaCKpCeHha MPTBUX Y
Crapom 3aBery nata je y Kmuszu mpopoxa
Jesexuspa: oH, HagaxHyT Jlyxom boxjum, Buan
KaKo O’KMBJbABAjJy CyXe KOCTH M KaKO Ce CBakKa
obnauu y cBoje Jbyacko teno (Jes. 37, 1-10).
To Buheme je wHCHymaBajJo cplia CBUX
Bepyjyhux Jyneja Crapor 3aBeta u Ouio je
HEOJBOJUBO O]l Bepe y JAonazak Mecuje u y
Hberoso Backpceme (Hc. 53, 10).

Hosu 3aser je, ca apyre cTpase, caB y
tajan Kpcra n Backpcewa Xpucropor. To Ham
NMOTBPhyjy CBeTH jeBaHN)EIUCTH MOTPECHUM
onucoM Tmnocnenwux aorahaja u3 XpuUCTOBOT
KMBOTAa KOJU Cy ce 30mmm y Jepycamumy:
Beroor wusBohewa Ha cyn mnpex Ilunara,
Berosor Pacneha, HberoBe cMpTtu Ha KpcTy,
anu u beroora cnaBHora Backpcewa (Mrt. 27
-28; JIk. 23-24). IIpBe koje cy ce ymocTojuie
Jla TocTaHy cBefouu Backpcema XpuctoBor
oune cy xene muponocure (Mk. 16, 1-2), a
MOTOM CBETH anocToiu u myHoha pane Ilpkse.
Bbuma ce mnpuapyxyjy paHoxpuirhancku
MYUYEHUIIW W CBU TMOTOHBH MYYCHHUIHM W

HOBOMYYEHMIH, VCTUHCKHU cBEIOLHU
Backpcewa XpucrtoBor, kao u Oum Llpkse,
KOjU HaM Kpo3 cBere cabope, Kpo3

HUKeo-napurpaacku CHMBOI Bepe W Kpo3
CBOje JOrMAaTCKO YdYeH€ OCTaBHIIE BEpy Vy
Backpceme. L[pkBa je cBenok na je Xpucroc ca
Hama y BekoBe (MrT. 28, 20). Ona Tto mocebHO
cBeoun cBetoM JluTyprujom, Koja ce BpIIH y
crioMeH “‘cmptu U Backpcewa XpucroBor”. ¥V
CBETO] HHTprPIJI/I HaM Cc€ Kpo3 CBETO
[Tpuuemhe mapyje Backpcnum Xpucrtoc. 3ato

OyauMo aerna Backpcema! Kusumo
Backpcewem XpuCTOBHM M HE JO3BOJMMO Ja
Hac, TI0 pedrnMa cBeTor arocrtouna [laBna, umra
o/Boju of1 JbyOaBu Hberose (Pum. §, 35)!

Benuku pycku crapai, cBetu Cepaq)HM
CapoBCckd, TOKOM 4YHTaBe TOJMHE j€ CBE
XOJIOYaCHUKE Y CBOM MaHAaCTHPY IMO3PaBJhao
peunma: “XpucTtoc Backpce, pamoctu mojal”
Jla 6ucMO TO NIyXOBHO CTam€ JOCTUTIIH, IO
peunma cBeror Bianuke Hwukomnaja “mopamo
CBOjUM  JXKMBOTOM  IHlenmuBatd  Pacmehe
XpucrtoBo, He paau obOuuaja Beh kao cBoje
COTICTBEHO, U paHe Iberose kao cBoje pane”.

Ca tyrom u 60J10M y cpIy MopaMo pehu
Jla JaHAIllbU CBET HE HUJE MyTeM BacKpcema
Beh Bume myrem cMpTu u 6e3naha. Kaga To
KaXeMO, MMaMO Ha yYMy TOJaTak Ja u y
Cpb6uju cBake TOAMHE YMUPE IO jelaH BEITUKH
rpaj 300r CMPTHOCTH MHOTO Behe Hero IiTo je
pahame. Taj momarak je pasjor 3a Iutad H
puname, anmd W ajgapMm 3a y30yHy. Mopa ce
HEIITO YYMHUTH Ja Ce Taj MyT CMPTH 3ayCTaBH.
“Paxuiba onnaKyJe hi (1% CBO_]y u Hehe ce
yTemuTtd, jep wux Hema’ (Mt. 2, 18).
YenomMopcTBO je cBarja W CBYyrIe, ma U y
HAIlleM Hapoay, CMPTHHU TpeX KOJjU Baruje
HeOy. Ilpectanumo yOujaTu CBOJy COICTBEHY
neny y yrpoou! 1 ona umajy mpaBo Ha >KMBOT
n Ha Backpcewe. lluramo ce rie cy BaJHU
“OopuM 3a JbyACKa TmpaBa” Ja 3allTUTE
Hajcmabuje, a TO cy jom Hepohena gema y
yTpobu cBojux Majku. W3uhumo, Opaho u
cecTpe, W3 3eMJbe TIpexa M CMpPTH, Kao
crapo3aBetHu W3pauss u3 Erunra, u bor he
Hac OJarocjJoBUTH CBakuM OJIarocioBOM
IyxoBHUM, na Ouwcmo Owmm Hapon bora
JKupora. Heka pamocHu 1iad HoBopolheHe
nene Hagjadya O6ecriomohne kpuke cMptu! Heka
Cpbwuja — 1 caB CBET — MIOHOBO MOCTaHE BEITUKA
Koneska! Bparumo ce Bepu y KUBOT, BpaTUMO
ce Backpcemy!

Hpara ©Opaho wu cectpe, cBera
[IpaBocnaBHa llpkBa je Hama nqyxoBHa Majka.
Omna 6puHe o cB0joj Aeru 6e3 003upa Ha TO T1Ie
OHA YKUBE U PACIIHUIE CE Ca CBOJUM CHHOBHMA H
khepuma ga OM CBH 3ajeTHO JOCTUIIIH Y
Backpcerse. PagyjMmo ce ca pagocHuMa 1
TYryjMO ca OHHMa KOjuU Tyryjy, Hocehu
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OpeMmeHa jemHu JOpyrux, jep hemo Tako
ucnyHutu 3akoH XpuctoB (I'an. 6, 2)! Ceetu
crapary Codponuje (CaxapoB) kaxe na
IpKame 3amoBecTH boXjuxX pazanume y
Hama CTapor 4YOBEKa M BacKpcaBa HOBOTA,
cazmaHor mno Jwmky bora, TBopua wu
Cnacutespa Hamera. CBetm  Bacumiuje
Benuku Takohe, y MCTOM ayxy, TOBOPH O
npeoOpaxkaBajyheM 3Hauajy mocta U Kaxe Jia
anhenu boxju 3amucyjy MMeHa OHUX KOjU
Ipke 1eo Benauku mocT jep ce OHU TUM
MOCTOM OJIpUYYy 3€MaJbCKOT U IMPOJIA3HOT Ja
Ou 3a700MIM BEYHO W HEMPOJIa3HO, a TO j€
Backpcemwe. [pxxehu 3anosectu boxje, mu
u3pakaBaMo M TOTBphyjeMo CBOjy JbyOaB
npema Xpucrty (Ju. 14, 15), anu u npema
cBojuM OmmxmuMa (MT. 22, 40).

JlaHalimky CBET je YBEIHKO MPUXBATHO
npyry ¢unocopujy, ¢unocodpujy MHUPOKOT
nyra Koju Boau y mpomact (Mt. 7, 13).
Xpumrhancke  BpJIMHE  TOKYIIaBajy  Ce
3aMCHUTH TNPUBHIHAM XyMaHW3MOM |
naxxHoM ayxoBHomhy Jlanexor Mcroka. Cse
JTaKHE penuruje 17§ napapeuruje,
bunocopuje wm  maxHe  umocoduje,
UJCOJIOTH]€ U MOJIEPHE MUTOJIOTHjE M came
pobyjy cMmptu u Jpyiacka Ouha ocyhyjy Ha
CMPT YKOJIUKO BEpyjy Za je 4oBek ‘“‘Omhe 3a
cMpT”, a He Ouhe 3a KUBOT BEYHH, TOTOTOBY
MaK YKOJIMKO TOACTHYY JbyJe Ha yOHCTBa W
camoyOucTBa, TpeHyTHa (y paTy U Y KpBaBUM

“MHAPHOAOIICKUM o0pauyHuMa) WIN
npoaykeHa (pa3y3JlaHUM JKUBJBEHEM Y
CBaKOM  TIOPOKY, OCOOMTO poOOBameM

nporu). JKUBUMO y BpeMEHy Kaja ce 3710
MOKYIlIaBa MPOIJIACUTH J00poM, a a00po
37I0M, TpexX Mak, M0 pedynMa CBETOr cTapla
[Tajcuja Cperoropua, HEYUM MOJEPHUM U
npuxBaT/buBUM. OMIQJAUHH C€  YMECTO
npuMepa BPJIMHE W YECTHTOCTH HYAC WI0JH
¥ aHTUXEPOjH, HEMOCITYITHOCT POIUTEIHHMA
U onbalyBame CBAaKOT ayTopuTera. Benmka
je oaroBopHoct IlpkBe, amu W CBHX
IPOCBETHUX MHCTUTYLIMja OBE 3EMJbE, jep
Tpeba momohu omuiaguHu na mpoHahe myT
AyTeHTHUYHOT  JKMBOTA W  BacKpcema.
[loygaBajmo gemy ga Oyny — ciauvHa
jeBanhenckoM Miaguhy KOjU je THTao

locnona: “IllTa ma pagum na 6ux 3aa00HMO
XKUBOT BeuHu?” A Taj muanuh je ox Xpucra
nobuo oxarosop: “Jpxu 3amoBectu!” ETO
nyTa Cracema, €To BacKpcema!

OuuHCKHM TIO3MBAMO CBE OHE KOJU CY
Ce M3 HEKOr pasjiora oJABOjuiM of JenHe,
Cgete, Cabopue u Anocroicke Llpkse ga ce
Bpate y BWeHO Okpusbe. CTpaiiaH je rpex
packona u jepecu. Ilo cserum Ommima, HU
MyYeHHYKa KpB Ta HE MOXE OIpaTH.
Onpoctumo jennu apyruma paau Backpcemwa
¥ TIOHOBO MocTaHuMo Opaha y cBetoj L{pkBH,
jenunoj Jlahu cacema!

BackpuimuM 1no3zipaBoM mo3apaBibamMo
CBYy Hally OyXxoBHY jenry y OrayuOuHu u
pacejamy U MoauMo ce aa Backpeau ['ocon
cBUMa napyje paaoct Backpcema. [locebHO
Mo37paBjbaMO Hall HApoJ Ha pacleToM
KocoBy um Metoxuju, HEOABOJUBOM JCITY
Cpbuje, umje CBETHIEC Cy UyBapu HE Camo
cpIicKora [IpaBocnaBiba HETO "
xpuuthancta y EBponu. KocoBo je 6uno u
octahe Hame jep bor HHUje y culu HEro y
npaBAu U MohaH je Ja HaM BpaTH OHO IUTO
HaM Ce Ha CHJTy TTOKYIIIaBa O y3€TH.

Heka ca oBum mnpa3znukom Backpca
BackpcHe u CpOuja, U BacIeIn CPICKH PO,
KaKo Cy TOBOPWJIM HAIlld HAPOJHU TMECHUIIH.
Haj boxxe na Jbyau KOju BOJE W UYBaJy
npkaBy Oyny HagaxHyTH AyxoMm Backpcemwa
U JIyXoM Bepe y moOemy moOpa Hax 31mom!
Heka Backpcau I'ocnon, Ilo6enuress cmptu
u JXXuBoromagarl, napyje cBako 100po Come
Hapony, mTo he pehm cBemy poay
XpUIMTNaHCKOM W TIPABOCIABHOM, WM CBUM
JbyauMa Jo0pe BoJbe, Ja Ou CBU 3ajeHO
NpeIoKyCcHiin panocT Oyayher Beka, pamocT
BACKPCEHA U BEYHOI'a )KMBOTA!

XPUCTOC BACKPCE!

Bamm monutBenunu npen Pacnernm u
Backpcimm [N'ocionowm,

Apxuernuckorn nehku, MUTpOTIONHAT
Oeorpajncko-kapioBauku u [latpujapx
cpricku UPUHEJ

MuTpONOaUT HUPHOTOPCKO-IPUMOPCKHU
AMODOUIIOXUNIE
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MuTtpornosnut 3arpedayko-sbyosbaHCKU Apxuenuckon oXpuacku 1 MUTpOIIOIUT

[HOP®UPUIJE ckoncku JOBAH

Enuckon ma6auku IABPEHTUJE Enuckon nonomxko-kymanoscku JOAKMM
Enuckon cpemcku BACUJIMJE Enmckon 6peramamuku MAPKO

Enuckon 6amwanyuku JEOPEM Buxapuu enuckon ctooujcku JJABUJ]

Enuckon 0ynumcku JIYKMIJAH

Enuckon 6anarcku HUKAHOP

Enuckorn HOBOrpayaHW4YKoO-
cpeamweszanaaHoamepuuku JIOHI'MH
Enuckon xanagcku MUTPODAH
Enuckon 6auku UPUHEJ

Enuckon OpuTaHCKO-CKaHIUHABCKH
JOCUTEJ

Enuckon 3BOpHUYKO-TY3JIaHCKU
XPN30CTOM

Enuckomn oceukonosrCKu  0apamCcKu
JIYKNJAH

Enuckon 3anagHoesporncku JIVKA
Enuckon xuuku JYCTUH

Enuckon Bpamcku [TAXOMUIE
Enmuckon mymanujcku JOBAH

Enuckon 6pannuescku UT'ThbATUJE
Emuckon ganmatuacku @POTUIE
Enuckon 6uxahko-nerpoBauku
ATAHACHUIE

Enuckon OynuMibaHCKO-HUKIIMhKY
JOAHUKUNIE

Enuckon 3axyMcKo-XepleroBauku
I'PUT'OPUJE

Enuckon BasseBckn MUJIYTUH
Enuckon pamko-npusperacku TEOJOCUIJE
Enuckon 3anagnoamepnuku MAKCHUM
Enuckon ropwokapnosauku ' EPACUM
Enuckon ncrounoamepuuxu UPMHE]
Enuckon kpymesauku JTABU/]

Enuckon cnaBoncku JOBAH

Enuckon ayctpujcko-mBajuapcku AHPEJ
Enuckon ppankdyprcku u cee Hemauke
CEPTUIJE

Enuckon tumouku MJIAPUOH

Enmckon aycTpaiujcko-HOBO3EIaHCKU
CUIIYAH

Buxapuau Enuckon mopasuuku AHTOHUMIE
Buxapuu Enuckon Tonnmmuku APCEHUIE
Buxkapuu Enuckon quoknujcku KUPUJIO

OXPUJCKA APXUEIINCKOIIMJA
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bnaiogahy Boxcujom, IIpasocnasnu Eiuckoii 3asiagnoamepunu
bnaiogain, mup u munociv og Backpcnoia Cisaca Xpucitia!

Hajppaxn y Tocriopy,
Cpnayno Bam ynyhyjem gectutke 3a cBepagochu [Ipasuuk Backpcema Xpucrosora, Koju uysu mpucy-
THUM Bymyhu skuBot, gapusajyhu Haum ra, oBfie n cajia, y JIurypruju Lpkse.

Lpxea fipuHocu cede uuiliasom 4ose4anciisy ga Su y3sucuna u 05Ho8uUnA ceeli t ga Su 0g tweia HA4UHU-
74 ,Ho6a Hedeca u Ho8Y 3emmy " (vii. Oimkp.21,1). Citiola u fipyxa jesanhencko c6ego4anciiso u gaje saceme-
Hu cuny Backpcera u ouekusarwe seurociniu. Ha fiaj Hauun xpuciioumenuiia tiynoha Hapoga boscjei
Hanasu y doiouoseuanckoj sajegruuu Lpxee eisuciienyujanto yiiopuuiiiie u goxue»asa y woj 6ackpcHy
nepciieinusy 0doxerva fio dnaiogaimu. Lpxea odixpusa ciaconocHy uciiiuny o boiouosexy u o Teny Fbeio-

80M Kao u yuewihe, eeh 08ge Ha 3emmu, y wueoiiy Backpcnoia Xpucia. p
(V13 Oxpyaxre iocnanuve

Caeror 1 Bemukor Cabopa
[IpaBocnasue Lipkse, Kpur 2016)

Xpucroc Backpce!
Bawnctuny Backpce! (%eﬂ//cdémy

O Csetoj [acxu Tocropboj, 2017. TOMMHE i e e s v o ok ot e e e e e s o o2 2 2 Ban Mo/muTBeHyK npef Backpemum Xprcrom

By the Grace of God Orthodox Bishop of Western America
Grace, Peace and Mercy of the Resurrected Savior Christ!

The Most Dear Ones in the Lord,
[ wholeheartedly greet you on the most and all-joyous Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, Who makes
present the Future Life, “of the world to come;,” which is already given to us in the Liturgy of the Church.
The Church offers herself for the whole of humanity in order to raise up and renew the world into new heav-
ens and a new earth (cf. Rev 21:1). Hence, she gives Gospel witness and distributes the power of the Resurrec-
tion and the expectation of eternal life. Thus, the fullness of the Christian people finds an existential support
in the divine-human communion of the Church and experiences in this the resurrectional perspective of theo-
sis by grace. The Church reveals the saving truth of the God-man and His body as...participation even now

th in the life of th ted Christ.
o Raris i hsle Sfrbrestieates Gl (From the Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council

of the Orthodox Church, Crete 2016)

Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen! 4///6”%/’—\
At the Holy Pascha of our Lord, 2017 < - s s s 2o 0 2 202 0 20 o+ Your Intercessor before the Resurrected Christ
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St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral

Executive and Auditing Boards

Elected at the Annual Parish Assembly November 13, 2016

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Bob Medan, President
Stan Grgic, Vice President
Predrag Milovac, Secretary
Luka Erceg, Treasurer
George Postic, Financial Secretary
Members: Micaelee Ellswythe, Stevan Davidovich, Don Kosovac,
Jovica Maksimovic, Paul Bunjevic, Zarija Lukic,

AUDIT BOARD: John Lambright, Dushan Medan, Dan Grgich
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Axo cu u'y epob cuwao, Becupmuu, HO pazopuo cu
cumny nakia

u 8ackpcao cu kao nobeoumess, Xpucme boorce,
Jrcenama muponocuyama 2ogopehu: Paoyjme ce!

u Ceojum anocmonuma mup oapyjyhu,

Tu xoju nanum cmpmuuyuma oajeut Backpcerwe!
(Konoax Backpca)

ITynoha boxjer mnpucycrsa y Iberooj
TBOPEBUHH OTKPHBA C€ YIPaBO Y TajHH XPHUCTOBOT
Backpcema, oBora cBerora naHa y Koju My mojemo:
Y epoby menecrno, y aoy ¢ oywom xao boe, y pajy ¢
paszbojuuxom, u na llpecmony 6uo cu, Xpucme, ca
Oyem u [lyxom, cee ucnyrasajyhu, Heoepanuuenu.

OueBnpHO je, na ce Backpceme XpHcroBo
jaBJba W TOKa3yje He caMo Kao mobena Haj cMphy u
nmpoja3Homhy, HEr0O M Kao OTKPHBEHE IyHOhe
BoskaHCKOT TPOMHUCIIA O CBETY M YOBEKY.

Backpciu Xpuctoc, ,,Koju je cmphy cmpr
VHHIITHO W OHWMA y TpoOOBHMa >KUBOT BEYHHU
JapoBao,“ OCHOBa je 4YOBEKOBe MpoOyheHocTH 3a
OJI'OBOPHOCT 3a CBako JpyjAcko Ouhe, He camo y
BpeMeHy Hero W mpen BewHomrhy. McmoBenajyhm
Backpceme Xpucroro wu Bepyjyhm y ommTe
Backpceme MpTBHX, MH HCIIOBENAMO H IOCTajeMO
CBECHH CBOje€ HEIpOoJIa3He OJrOBOPHOCTH 33 CBETHILY
CBakor JbyACKor Ouha ¥ CBakor CTBOpeHma, H
Mpa3HyjeMO HEYHHIITHBOCT Bepe M JbYICKE Hame y
BEUHH CMHcao xuBoTa, y Xpucry, bory sby0OaBw,
’KpTtBOoBaHOM ,,32 )KUBOT CBETA"".

ITomonumo ce T'ocnogy Backpcmome na ce
MHUp BpaTH CByJa OJAaKJe je MpOTepaH, Ha IMPBOM
MecTy y Hamia cplua 4 y Hame jgomose. UyBajMo
CBETHY XpuIithaHCcKora Opaka, jep je OHa OCHOB
y3BUIIEHE, 37paBe H YeCTHTe XpUIIhaHCKe
MOpOIHLIE.

Heka myka u Teckoba HAlMX JaHa y3MakKHe
npen cBetonthy u pagonrhy Backpcema Xpucrosor! 1
HHMKaga He 3abopaBuMO jaa Backpc 3HauM modvertak,
CUT'YpHH 3aJI0T ¥ TeMeJb Haulera Backpceema.

VY pamoctn Backpcema XpHCTOBOT 3arpiuMo
JeIHU JIpyre W CBa CTBOPCHbA, W 3aleBajMO CBETY
MEeCMY BEYHOT JKUBOTa U CBETIIOCTH:

Xpucmoc eackpce uz mpmeux, cmphy cmpm

nobeouswiu U OHUMA Y  2pOOOBUMA  HCUBOM
daposasuiu.
XPUCTOC BACKPCE!
BAHCTHHY BACKPCE!

Bam monutsenuk npen Backpeiaum ['ociogom,
IlIpomojepej Bypuua I'opouh
Ca Ympasom Cabopaor Xpama

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immor-
tal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades,
and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the
myrrh-bearing women, rejoice, and giving peace un-
to Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrec-
tion to the fallen.”

(Paschal Kontakion)

The fullness of God’s presence in His creation is
particularly revealed in the mystery of Christ’s
Resurrection, this holy day in which we sing to Him
the song: In the tomb with the body, in hell with the
soul as God, in paradise with the thief and on the
throne with the Father and the Spirit, wast Thou, O
boundless Christ, filling all things.

Clearly, the Resurrection of Christ appears and
presents itself not only as victory over death and
mortality, but also as the revelation of the fullness of
God’s providence in the world and with man.

The Resurrected Christ, “Who trampled down death
by death and on those in the tombs bestowed life,” is
the foundation of man’s awakening to responsibility
for every human being, not only in time but also
before eternity. Confessing the Resurrection of Christ
and believing in the general Resurrection of the dead,
we confess and become aware of our own unending
responsibility for the sanctity of every human being
and every creature, and we celebrate the
indestructibility of faith and human hope in the
eternal meaning of life in Christ, the God of love,
sacrificed “for the life of the world.”

Let us pray to the Resurrected Lord that
peace may return to all places from where it has been
expelled, firstly to our hearts and our homes. Let us
preserve the sanctity of Christian marriage, for it is
the foundation of an exalted, healthy and honorable
Christian family.

May the trials and anxieties of our days van-
ish before the light and joy of Christ’s Resurrection!
And may we never forget that the Resurrection
means the beginning, the sure pledge and foundation
of our resurrection.

In the joy of the Resurrection of Christ, let us
embrace each other and all beings, and let us sing the
holy song of eternal life and Light:

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestow-

ing life!

CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN!
In humble prayer, yours in the resurrected Lord
Protopresbyter Djurica Gordic
With Cathedral Parish Board
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Christ 1s Risen! Hristos Vaskrse!

Dear Parishioners of St. John:

It is my pleasure to report to you, the members and parishioners of St.
John’s, the work that has been accomplished this past year through the good deeds
and hard work of many and the upcoming projects that still require our attention.

The memorial garden that was recently completed helped transform the
Church’s front entry and side areas into beautiful and easily maintainable
landscapes that are a pleasure to look at and use little water. Benches were also
installed to provide a comfortable area to rest and contemplate.

We took the opportunity to remodel our ground floor apartment next door at
918 Baker St. The kitchen was completely remodeled and the living space was
enhanced with new windows, flooring and paint. It is currently rented out and
enjoyed by a new tenant.

The next project we would like to start is in conjunction with our St. Sophia
Sisterhood and will include the painting of our hall kitchen, upgrading the light
fixtures, installing of new stainless steel stove surrounds, and putting in a new fire
suppression system. It has also been our desire to reconfigure the coatroom closet
and ticket booth in the main hall into our new bookstore and display area. Our
continuing saga of repairing our leaky roofs is alive and well in 2017 as it was 25
years ago. This winter has given us ample opportunity to find out where the leaks
are coming from and how to fix them. With Gods help, the leaks will be a thing of
the past.

We are also just beginning our investigation into repurposing the garage we
control at 918 Baker St. facing St. Josephs into a new rental unit. The city of San
Francisco has streamlined the process for increasing housing by being able to
convert parking garages into living units. This endeavor will help to secure our
future and allow us to continue serving God and our community.

We at St. John’s have been blessed with many who work tirelessly on behalf
of the Church, serve on our Board, attend our meetings, chair our events, and do
the many things that keep the lights on and the doors open each and every Sunday
with a choir ready to sing. We are thankful to those who have helped us complete
our past projects through their donations and hard work and look forward to
completing many more.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

CHRIST IS RISEN! HRISTOS VOSKRESE!
Sincerely,
Bob Medan
Parish Council President
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Hristos Voskrese! Christ is Risen!

As Orthodox Christians, FEaster offers an ¥
opportunity to step into a spiritually refreshed world;
even our contemporary and exceptionally fast paced
world. One besieged with discord, disharmony, and often
despair. Modern times generate unique stresses, it is our
work to stay in front of those stresses and comport
ourselves with a deep seated spiritual sensation of being
refreshed in our daily routines. Easter also brings hope [
that the impossible is truly possible and as we move into |
the light of a renewed spiritual season, we remember that &
love and truth are part of our daily Orthodox Christian j&
weave. We can be kind, we can forgive, and we can &
provide comfort even in the most trying circumstances.

St. Sophia Sisterhood works to enhance those areas in our Parish that need
continual refreshing. We offer comfort for ailing and aged parishioners, as well
as routine support for the operational needs in our Church and Social Hall. If
you are seated with a member of our Sisterhood on Easter Sunday, please take a
moment to tell them thank you. Thank you for the countless cookies that
magically appear at events, thank you for a fully stocked kitchen each Sunday
for coffee hour. Thank you for the prayers and spiritual support offered to our
parishioners. Thank you for working with a shoe-string budget to enhance our
Parish. We are a tiny group of strong women wide ranging in age and work
status, yet we each take time to stay refreshed and focused on the work needed
at St. John’s. Easter Sunday is a perfect day for us to feel recharged and ready
to re-engage with the needs of our Parish.

May you and your family have a blessed Easter Sunday. The great gift of
hope is offered to all of us today. The Sisterhood looks forward to a new cycle of
support for our church originating from a collective and refreshed sense of
spiritual energy.

On behalf of the members of St. Sophia Sisterhood,

Hristos Voskrese!

Tina Milinovich
Saint Sophia Sisterhood President
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Saint John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
Caoopuun Xpam Cgetor JoBana Kpcrurtesba

Parish Report for Year 2015
To the Diocesan Annual Assembly — September 3, 2016

The year of our Lord 2015, at St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral parish was filled with the
grace, mercy and love of God, with many blessed events.

Of special note for our parishioners was the honor and blessing of Patriarch Irinej’s visit to the Bay Area,
following the Canonization of St. Sebastian Dabovich during Diocesan Days celebration in Los Angeles in
September.

Our church Board delegated Mr. Stevan Davidovich to coordinate this important event among the four Bay Area
Serbian Parishes. All of the feedback we have gotten was that the event was a very successful endeavor for all.
During this visit in the bay area, His Holiness, had a group of 35 people that included Bishop Longin of Midwesst
and New Gracanica, Bishop Justin of Zicha, Bishop Grigorije of Herzegovina and our Bishop Maksim. They
visited the Colma Chapel and Serbian Cultural Center located at the Serbian Cemetery and operated by the First
Serbian Benevolent Society, the oldest Serbian Fraternal organization in American. In addition, the group accepted
an invitation by the Russian Archbishop Kyrill of San Francisco to visit their Cathedral on Geary Street. While at
the Cathedral the presence of St. John the Wonderworker of Shanghi and San Francisco could be felt by many.
After the visit to the Russian Cathedral his Holiness and guests attended a fundraising event at the Saratoga Parish.
The following day, after touring the city, our congregation was blessed by his Holiness visiting our
Cathedral. Many parishioners came to greet and take blessing from his Holiness and other bishops. We provided a
dinner free of charge for all attending. All expenses related to patriarchal visit were covered by our parish and
various donors.

Our Parish community was also honored and privileged to host last December the 10" Annual Four Kolos
Humanitarian banquet. It was a great success! The Four Kolos Humanitarian fund was established in order to help
Serbian people in Kosovo, Serbia, Republika Srpska and Crna Gora. As of the end of 2015, they disbursed over
$300.000 over its 10 years in existence.

Our congregation has approximately 150 parishioners around the San Francisco Bay area. This number is
slowly growing, since young Serbian professionals are moving to this area for work in software/computer industry.

Among our parishioners, for year of 2015 there are 56 members and 26 families as stewards
(most members are stewards). The Parish council does not aggressively solicit membership or stewardship dues,
but continues to encourage their active role in attending church services, participate in sacraments and support of
our parish activities. The average Sunday attendance is 40-60 parishioners. The results of serving this community
can be reflected in the following services:

87 Divine Liturgies,

8 baptisms,

2 weddings,

4 funerals,

26 home blessings, and
28 family slava services.

We continue to have religious education lectures once a month following Saturday vesper service. Sunday
school is prepared for new school year. Sunday School is held every other Sunday, in order to have better
participation, since many children have sport activities at their schools. Last year we had 15 children ages 5-10.
Sunday school organizes field trips for kids, sponsored by our parish.

Right now we are completing a gardening project in the front of our Cathedral church. All plans and labor
are donated. There is a strong working collaboration and relationship between the Priest and the Board in guiding
and coordinating our auxiliary organizations, such as St. Sophia Sisterhood, Sunday School and St. John’s Choir.

Respectfully Yours in Christ,
Fr. Djurica Gordic, Parish Priest
Stan Grgich, Parish Board President
Stevan Davidovich, Church Board member
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A Note From Our New Treasurer

This year George Postich and I (Luka Erceg)
undertook our new roles as Financial Treasurer
and Secretary, respectively. This marked a
change and transition from the diligent and
tremendous work of Micaelee Elswythe and
Bitsy Kosovac to a parish newcomer and a
member of a long-standing family at our
parish. We hope that you will please stop and
thank both Micaelee and Bitsy when you see

generate approximately $8,500 after all
expenses to help us manage our ministries. We
collected approximately $13,300 in revenues,
and about $4,000 were through credit card
sales using our SquareUp terminals. This year
we hope to dramatically increase our income,
and hope that you can assist us in the event by
volunteering (and not just for eating the
cevapi)!

Carrying on, our technology adoption at the

them to thank them for their many years of parish has led us to implementing a new

service and support to our parish.

Over the last several months, you have likely
seen some changes at our parish. Early this
year, we completed the installation of a campus
wide WiFi deployment to improve internet
community from our rectory, to the Church,
social hall, and everything in between. While
this may sound easy, it actually required nearly
1,000 feet of network cabling and 8 WiFi
routers. The result is that we now have one
uniform network across our entire property.

Upon completion of the network installation,
we were then able to upgrade the security
system in our rectory, and also upgrade our
phones to a voice-over-IP technology. All told,
the technology is saving us approximately $85

per month. In the near future you will also see g
NEST thermostats appearing throughout our g
parish as we also look to engage in better E

energy management.

So, what does networking have to do with our
treasury function? Well, I gave some of it
away above discussing savings from the new
phone system. In addition to cost savings, we
have also implemented point-of-sale-solutions
(SquareUp terminals) in our banquet hall and at
the tutor station. As many of you know, this
allows us to now accept credit card transactions
for ticket sales, books, and tutor stand items, as
well as donations. This year, you will see us
using the system even more.

Last year, we inaugurated our first Serbian
Food Festival — without a doubt, it was a
resounding success. The parish was able to

Church Management System (ChMS) that is
known as IconCMO. This is a system that has
been implemented in over 5,000 churches
around the U.S.A. It was selected after a 7
month selection period and process, and we are
excited to say that we have fully implemented
it now.

Many of you would be justified in asking why
and how much? Let’s deal with the how much
— it is less monthly than Quickbooks.

Easy decision.

O Forma

No the why. Quickbooks was not designed for
non-profit entities, and has really accumulated
a lot of “work-around” solutions to make it fit.
The result is a shoe that is too narrow — and it
created far more work for our former treasurer
and financial secretary than was necessary. In
the process of reviewing alternatives, we
decided that it was important to spend less time
on the administrative aspects of our parish so
that we could spend more time on our
ministries. In addition, it was also important to
us to better manage the important records of
our parish.
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Our parish was founded 63 years ago, and we
are now in many instances transitioning to our
second and third generations of parishioners.
Honoring the vision, commitment, and love
for our parish demonstrated by founders, we
decided it was time to become better stewards
of our information.
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Consequently, IconCMO was selected because
it will allow us to track information on
parishioners that includes birth, marriage, fam-
ily, baptismal, godchildren, godparents
(kumovi), patron saints (Slava), and deaths.
This is a step towards honoring of our f
ounders and families that came before. This
year, we will begin the process of uploading
our historical archives to the system from the
TCONGS
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first members and baptisms of our parish.
Later, you will be able to have access to your
own specific sacramental registry information
via the system.

Another important part of the system is tightly
integrated link between parishioner records
and our parish financial system.  Going
forward, you will be able to designate all of
your contributions to our parish by a unique
“envelope number” assigned to your
household. This means plate, and specific
contributions can be tracked, and we can also
closely monitor contributions made for
specific causes and ministries such as Four
Kolos, KSS, Sunday School, Kolo/Dance
group, etc.

JCONG .

Fund Ust Fund Name
[ Saectafuns |
Bulang Fund
Chriatmas Boric
Crurch Saints Day Slave
Foldore Growp
General Fund
K55S Laches Acliary
Mens Auxiiary
Pascha Lavter
Sertian Festvel
Sorbian New Year
St Sava Day Savia Dan
Vidow Dan

Sowe Deging Duarces |  USing 12312015

The system will allow you to make one time to
recurring donations online using your bank,
credit cards, etc. We hope that you will
consider making a modest recurring donation
to our parish — just click “Donate” on our
home page!

' Another aspect of our new system is that we

are focused on developing ministries that can
be built from the time, treasure and talent of
our parishioners. Thus, we will be contacting
you about stewardship pledges, but also about
understanding your unique skills where you
might assist us without financial obligation.
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With all the work we have undertaken, our
parish is at the forefront of technology
adoption amongst Serbian and other
Orthodox parishes. In fact, this month, our
Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Western
America (our Diocese) has begun
transitioning to IconCMO, and we have
other parishes in the U.S. now filing suit.
Please be proud of the fact that through the
blessing of His Grace Bishop Maxim, we

| ranan .
ue === became a test site, and are now a model for

other parishes. Once our Diocese
completes its adoption, we will no longer
have to submit financial reports as
summary level financial data will
automatically be transmitted to the

we s == Djpcesan treasurer, eliminating extra work

for us.

We hope that you will be excited by all the “behind-the-scenes” work we have been doing. It
is truly an honor to help our parish and Church. Often we find it very easy to simply write a
check, or make a cash contribution. We miss however that our Lord asks us to give when it is
hardest — that does not imply money. Giving time as a tutor, or overseeing important projects
is often more valuable than money. Please join us in this important mission of preserving,
protecting, but also growing the ministry of St. John the Baptist in San Francisco that was
entrusted to our care.

Luka Erceg
Treasurer

An example architecture for a denomination using lconCMO+,

Feel free to dick through the office levels and churches to see the different sample databases.

Level 2

Lewed 1

Church

Family
Leel

TOP Ther Offce
Dhanrkot 1 Dhanrko 2 Dratrict 3 DHstrice 4
Chinoh AALI Chasrch ABG

Chusret ACL Church ACW

Chasrch AAN Chasrch ABH Crurch ABS
Chiurgh AAS Charch ACC Chasrch ACM Church A

Chaurch AAD Chnch AW Chasrch ABI Church ABT
Chasrch AAM Church ACD Chunth ACH Crirch ACY

Charch AT Charch AAK Church ABJ Chwsrch ABL
Chiunch AAMN Clasrch ADE Chiusreh ACO Chasrch ACZ

Chaarch AAD Chagrrh ARY Chaurch ADK Chasrch ATV
S AAD Clwarch AICF Chagrch ACP Chiungh ADA,

Lraurch ARE Chaurch AAT Chwarch ABL Chwarch AW
Chaurch AAP Chunch ACG Chundh ACG Church ADE

Charch AAF Church AL Church ADM Chunch AlLX,
Charci KD Chaunch ACH Church ACR Chaunch ADC

Church ARG Charch A Chasrch AlIN Church AlIY
Charch AR Cragrch AL Chusmch ACT Charch ADD

Cherch AAH Church AlIC Cherch ARG Church AT
Crrarch ARS Chunch ACH Chaarch ACT Charch ADE

Church A1 Church ADD Church AllE Church ACA
Chrch AKT Church ACK Chaurch ACLY Church ADF

Chearch ABE Chearch ABG Church ACE
Chagrch KO Chwsrch ADG

Chorch ABF Church ADR
Apiacs Badeil
Ballerd AdSinon
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Dear Parishioners of St. John’s Cathedral,

This is my final article “From the Treasurer’s Corner”. By now many of you know Bitsy
Kosovac, financial secretary and I, treasurer, stepped down at the beginning of the year. It has
been a pleasure and a challenge to serve the church in this capacity. Secretly I always
considered the two of us as the dynamic duo!

Most importantly I want to thank Bitsy for the tremendous support as financial secretary
and sounding board when I needed advice. I want to point out Bitsy is not done. You may have
noticed she is now serving as Tutor, is a committed member of the St. Sophia Sisterhood, and is
always willing to step in and help out if she is not traveling.

I want to welcome the new financial team, Luka Erceg, treasurer, and George Postich,
financial secretary. They are the new dynamic duo leading St. John into the future. You have
seen the changes concerning POS stations for events, new software that not only manages the
financial records but maintains the church parish records. The future is now. Luka spent an
incredible amount of time last year researching, presenting to the Board, and implementing this
new system. I wish great success to Luka and George.

Hristos Voskrese!
Micaelee Ellswythe

St. Sophia Sisterhood — 2017 Events

By Tina Milinovich
Valentine’s Day Luncheon
The Sisterhood kept its commitment to tradition and hosted their 45™ (or so) Valentine’s Day
Luncheon. Members decorated, cooked and greeted guests for an afternoon in Paris! Proceeds
raised from this event - $2600 — will be earmarked for our extended Social Hall refresh effort.
A heart felt thank you to all who to all that support this luncheon by attending or by donating.
We are truly grateful for your support!
For fans, March is THE month for college basketball. The Sisterhood brought the first round of
March Madness to St. John’s on March 19", Our 1*' Annual March Madness event was met with
good success. Many members attended,
some even tried their luck with a friendly
bracket competition. Congratulations to Lili-
ana Perazich, Melody Key, Marie Derr and
Francesca Milinovich for creating their
brackets in this event. Sadly, most of the
brackets are now red, but one of the partici-
pants will come out of it with a victory —
and bragging rights for the whole year. Thank you to all who supported our effort to try
something new!
Memorial Garden
The Sisterhood has a deep respect for all members, especially those who have contributed to our
organization but are now watching over us from heaven. We plan to erect a garden in their
memory somewhere on the property. We hope to locate an area for perpetual remembrance so
we may honor them with the beauty they deserve; all selfishly giving to their parish during their
time with us. Thank you to Melody Key and Liliana Perazich for working on this project.
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Episcopal Visit & Tonsur of a New Reader

M On November 13, 2016, His Grace Bishop Maxim
A/\ served the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy in our Cathe-
(8 dral. After the Matins, and prior to the Divine Liturgy,
Luka Erceg, dedicated parishioner and church council
member was honored to receive the first degree
order, by being tonsured a reader (Ctec) by His
_ /ls Grace. The tonsuring occurred following the Great
‘ Doxology. Luka was led by Father Djurica and Deacon
Vladan to the center of the solea in front of the
Bishop. Following three prostrations toward the Holy
Altar and one prostration before His Grace Bishop
Maxim. His Grace then laid his hand on Luka’s head
and both the Deacon and His Grace led the prayers of
the tonsuring. Luka has been assisting Fr. Djurica in the Altar
since he moved to San Francisco few vyears ago. Many
parishioners were present along with Luka’s family. The
ordination or tonsuring of a reader (Ctec) is a first degree
order. It is a commitment by the new reader to continue |
earning and reading of our Lord Jesus Christ with the goal of
serving our Lord, His Church, and the community. It is not an
accolade, rather a commitment to even more service to our;
Lord. The ordination may continue to further ministry, or |
not. As always, we seek to follow to the lessons of our Lord |
Jesus Christ, and this is another path. |

His Grace Bishop Maxim delivered a sermon, explaining our
Lord’s story of the sower and the seed, from Sunday's Gospel
reading according to St. Luke. It was a pleasurable day for all,
and was completely unexpected as His Grace was not
scheduled to be in San Francisco that day.

He said that as Orthodox we live the mystery of the new
creation in a totally different way: we are in another world, a
different atmosphere, and way of thinking. §

Following the Divine Liturgy His Grace Bishop Maxim, along
with clergy and all faithful gathered in church hall for lunch pre-
pared by parish board president Stan Grgich. Bishop Maxim,
also, thrilled and delighted the children with his famous “candy

H|

rain”!
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Miladost Folklore Group of the Bay Area
Serbian Orthodox Churches

During the weekend of August 5, 6, & 7, 2016, the
Mladost Folklore Group of the Bay Area Serbian
Orthodox Churches visited St. Sava Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Merrillville, Indiana for their annual
Serbian Festival celebration. The kids were all ex-
cited about making the trip to the Midwest. For the
majority of the group, it was their first time to Indi-
ana. On Friday, August 5", the group was treated
to a boat river cruise on the Chicago River by the
St. Sava Folklore Group.

We were able to see the beautiful architecture of
both old and new buildings. We even walked Navy
Pier and took pictures by the Glass Bean. We also
visited our monasteries in Libertyville and Gracani-
ca. The group performed for the Festival on Satur-
day, August 6™ in front of a very large crowd. The
kids did a wonderful job. We danced all afternoon
and evening with our new friends from the Mid- §&
west. We attended Sunday liturgy on August 7" k.
that was officiated by Protojerej Stavrofor Marko
Matic, who was the former parish priest of St. John -
the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in San
Francisco. We were treated like royalty the whole
weekend. We definitely have wonderful memories
of our trip and made new friends. We are planning
our next trip for the summer of 2018 to Toronto,
Canada.

Pavle Bunjevic

Page 21






Saint Sava Celebration
Ilpocnaea Ceemoz Cage
January 29, 2017

Mila i Vuk Erceg- 1z zivota Svetog Save
Lazar Vujkovic - Sveti Sava (Vojislav Ilic)
Irina Milic- Mali zivot (Dragan Lukic)
Ivona Sutilovi¢ —Violoncello- 1. Long, long ago by T. H. Bayly
2. March in G by J. S. Bach

Mia i Senka Lukic — Beograde, Beograde (Dusko Jaksic)
Nikola Jakovljevic — Medju javom i medj snom (Laza Kostic)
Filip Rajkovic- Sveti Sava (Vojislav Ilic)
Sofia Chawla — Decija molitva
Anya, Natalia & Nikola Chawla— Kisa pada, trava raste
Marija Jakovljevic

— Devojacka pesma (Desanka Maksimovic)
Kristina Maksimovic — Piano — Make a Wish M. Bober

Fur Elise (Beethoven)

Milena Hanson — Life in the Monstery (Life of St Sava)
Nikola Hanson - ABC



Stewardship Reflection
By Very Rev. Fr Bratislav Krsic

CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Stewardship = Trust, Not Fear; Faithful-
ness, Not Success
The Gospel According to
St. Matthew 25:14-30
16™ Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction

I’d like us to remember something that all of us
forget: that what God requires of us is not
success, but faithfulness.

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The Gospel we just heard (Matthew 25:14-30)
is known as the Parable of the Talents. That
word '"talent" has a double meaning. Its
original meaning in the Greek of the New
Testament refers to a huge sum of money. In
the ancient world, a talent was worth what an

in his three servants. Two of them have
doubled their money. The third has made
nothing at all; he returns to his master exactly
what he received. It turns out that this servant
had simply buried the money in the ground, a
common security measure in ancient times. He
reveals the reason for his action: he was afraid
of his master.

His trust in his master was zero, so he reduced
his financial risk to zero. Yet he reduced the
possibility of profit so that it too was zero.
Master’s unconditional love; reap rewards of
trust

The story as we have it leaves us with an
unanswered question. How would the master
have responded to the first two servants if they
had not brought in a profit? What if they had
put the money at risk and come back
empty-handed?

I think the master would have accepted them.
After all, in the parable what he commends is
not their profits, but their faithfulness. He does
not commend the servant who produced five
talents more than the one who produced two.
Each receives the same commendation: "Well

ordinary laborer earned over the course of done, good and trustworthy servant." Each

fifteen years. Thus, giving each of his servants
one or more talents, the master in this story is
entrusting them with a fortune.

The second meaning of the word "talent"
results from one interpretation of this very
story. As the master entrusts his servants with
talents, so God entrusts each of us with
abilities. Talent has thus come to mean ability
or skill. We say that someone has a talent for
teaching or music or cooking or business.

This parable is about trust

But the Parable of the Talents isn’t really about
money or ability. It’s about something even
more important. The Parable of the Talents is
about trust.

The story opens with an act of trust. The master
is about to leave town on a journey. He entrusts
his wealth to three servants. Each is given a
different sum of money. Yet each is given a big
amount -- one talent or two or five. It’s clear
that the master trusts each of his servants. He
even hands over the money without any
instructions.

After a long time, the master returns and calls

receives the same invitation:” You have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master."

And in responding to the third servant, the
master makes it clear that he would have
accepted anything -- even rock-bottom savings
account interest -- that was motivated by faith
rather than fear.

Moreover, it’s notable that the servant who is
given five talents makes five talents more, and
the one who receives two makes two more.
This doubling in each case suggests that the
growth is automatic. It’s not the cleverness of
the servants that produces results so much as
their willingness to act out of trust.

Master is interested in us

The parable is not about money or ability so
much as it is about trust. The master trusts his
servants and acts on this trust. The servants --
or rather two of them -- return the favor by
acting out of trust rather than fear, and they
come back to their master with one fortune
stacked on top of another.
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The third servant paints an ugly picture of a
grasping master who demands success. What
this servant gets for his trouble is exactly the
rejection he fears. He’s a small-minded man
who insists that his master is just as
small-minded.

The other two servants however, recognize
generosity when they see it. The piles of money
thrust their way reveal a guy who’s pretty
generous, who takes a risk, who accepts
them-even honors them. Finding themselves at
the receiving end of such outrageous trust, they
feel empowered, and are willing to take risks of
their own. The love their master has shown them
overcomes their fear of failure. They realize that
any master who treats his money managers in
this open-handed way is more interested in them
than in turning a profit.

The Master is not who we thought He was

This brief story about a master and his three
servants turns upside down the standards of the
world. It announces that the worst thing that can
happen to us is not failure. The worst thing that
can happen is that we make God out to be a
horrible old grouch who rejects us when we fail.
The story tells us that the worst thing is not
losing out. The worst thing is never risking. In
the eyes of God, the fear that keeps a treasure in
the ground is an act of atheism. The freedom
that puts that treasure at risk-and may even
result in its loss-requires an act of faith.

How do we apply this Gospel lesson into our life
and our community?

We can learn from our failures, and often it is
failure that provides the most indelible lessons.
But fear teaches us nothing -- until we leave it
behind.
The gospel stage is crowded with people who
are there to shock us into the recognition that it
is stupid and ugly not to trust God. There's the
snide elder brother who refuses to welcome
home the prodigal son; the all-day workers who
demand that late arrivals receive less than the
daily wage; the Pharisee who tries to talk God
into accepting him because he’s kept the rules,
not because God is merciful. All these live in a
gray, fearful world, where grace is absent and
slackers get thrown to the wolves.
We understand these pathetic people because we
too are given to burying our talent out of fear.
We’re made anxious by the ogre idol of our

imagination. We know what it's like to
misperceive and mistrust God.

What if the true, living, and only God has no
interest in keeping score? What if God’s
concern is simply that we all get up and take a
turn at bat?

The Gospel (The Good News) of Jesus Christ
gives new meaning to success (faithfulness) and
security (is only in God). Success is found, not
in accumulating more than we can ever use, but
in our willingness to risk in response to God’s
invitation. Security is found, not in keeping pace
with our rising paranoia, but in the utterly
reliable God who trusts us before we trust
ourselves, who risks, and asks that we risk also.
Here is the final word for us to take home

The Parable of the Talents is not really about
money or abilities. It’s a story about trust, a
story about risk. Life's the same way. What's
important is not money or abilities in
themselves, but our decision to use them in
ways that show our willingness to risk and to
trust. The central question about life is not
"What did we accomplish?" but whether we
learned to obey, whether we learned to love.
Final blessing

May our loving God, holy, consubstantial,
life-giving and undivided Trinity, the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, who desires above all else
that we learn these things, have mercy upon us
and grant us wisdom so that his Gospel may
shine in and through our lives. Amen!
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e STEWARDSHIP 2016

Cris and Todd Adair
Zach and Kit Antovich
Marisa and Brett Atha

Blage and Sergio Carabin
Alex Ciganovich
Rodney Ciganovich
Sasha and Olivera Djordjevic
Mira and Svetislav Djurich
Micaelee Ellswythe
Melody and Jay Key
Don and Bitsy Kosovac
Bob Lazich
John Lambright
Diane and Brian McKone
Gigi and Dushan Medan
Mara Milinic
Predrag Milovac
[an and Aleksandra Parker
Brigita and William Perazich
Sister Seraphima
Ivana Stojanovic
Ann Tepovich
Miodrag Vujkovic
Total $14.950.00

Time and Talents
Stan Grgich
Dusan Medan
Jovica Maksimovic
Ranko Gajic
Danilo Maksimovic
Dan Grgich

Please join our
Stewardship program!
For more information contact
Fr. Djurica Gordic faher.gordic@gmail.com
415-567-5869
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Sunday School classes are every other Sunday. Please bring your kids!
Our teachers are Aleksandra Milic and Pauna Maksimovic

Cathedral Slava 2016
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The Doctrine of Deification (Theosis):
What It Tells Us About Man And
Creation And The Importance Of

Synergia
By: Luka Erceg, J.D., LL.M., MBA

Deification or theosis are two terms that
refer to the same belief of the Orthodox Church that
man can become a god, that is man by the grace of
God is exalted and made God. Synergia in its literal
sense refers to cooperation or working together, but
in the context used herein more specifically refers to
man using his own free will and using God’s will can
achieve union with God. Man was created for union
with God, and our entire purpose in life is to achieve
that union. This goal or purpose is critical and
supported by Scripture through accounts of the
transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ (Mt. 17:2,
Mk 9:3).

In order to achieve deification, we must
acquire the Holy Spirit. Acquisition of the Holy
Spirit is meant for all, and is a necessary goal for all
Christians.  Deification is a process, whereby as
Christians we are to attend Church, receive the
Sacraments, pray to God, read the Gospels and attend
to the Commandments.

But, deification and union with God is not a
mere process. It is an acquisition of the Holy Spirit,
to become godlike, not a “religion-by-numbers’
endeavor. Rather, it is lifestyle, a social process
whereby we follow the Commandments (such as
“love thy neighbor”), but this lifestyle is embodied by
life in the Church and life in the Sacraments.
Throughout the process of deification, we do not stop
being aware or conscious of sin — we do not move
beyond sin. It is by virtue of attending Church and
partaking of the divine nature proffered to us that we
are deified, but in full recognition of our sins and fall
from God. To be deified, we must be proactive in
achieving union with God, we do not abandon our
will or calmly accept things as they are — as in the
concept of quietism.

This proactive requirement of deification
acknowledges that we as human persons have
received the order to become a godlike — we have
been instructed, implying that we must now take
action. Our Lord Jesus Christ did become human, so
that we might become God — showing us the way to
restore our union with God by providing a path to a
union with the divine energies of God. Christ was
both fully god and fully human, the purpose of
incarnation was to become human that we might be
made god. Restoring our union with God requires a
union with the divine energies of God. God’s divine

energies are activities that we actualize in the real
world, we experience or partake in the divine in an
intellectual capacity.

Christ became human so that we might learn
from him how to actualize the attainment of the
divine energies, so that we could achieve union with
God. We are called to live in the Trinitarian God, yet
we are unable to understand the essence of God
because it is beyond our ability to comprehend, and
this essence cannot be experienced as the divine
energies can be.  We cannot seek union with the
divine essence of God because we are made, while
God was not created. Because we cannot
comprehend the divine essence of God, we cannot
understand God’s true nature. Consequently, when
we consider the divine essence we refer only to
things manifesting about his nature and not
manifestation of God’s nature.

As stated previously, throughout the process
of deification, we do not stop being aware or
conscious of sin. The reason is, that we retain our
personal integrity that is distinct from God
irrespective of how closely linked to God we are. We
must be distinct from God, because we are not God
by nature. This is known to us because of the
Incarnation of Christ, who became fully man, while
being fully God. Our deification, or becoming god is
a manifestation by God’s grace or status.

Through Incarnation, Christ took the body of
man while fully being God and because we are made
in the likeness of God, we are not god yet. That is
why  deification involves the body — we must
attain god, which is more than our physical bodies.
As Orthodox, we recognize the importance of the
body in the process of deification — a human person is
the combination of body and soul. This is self-
evident through our reverence for relics of saints
where we know that the body is sanctified and
transfigured together with the soul. The grace of God
that is present in the saints’ bodies during their life-
time continues to be active in their relics when they
have died. Our belief is that God uses the relics of
saints as a channel for his divine power, to be an
instrument of healing. It is also important to note that
few people can achieve union with God in the present
life. When Christ became incarnate, He took a body
(or flesh) of the material world. That action made
possible the metamorphosis and redemption of all
creation, including the material body and the
immaterial.

That said, Deification is for all of us, and as
stated earlier is the goal for every Christian. Since
few of us will be deified in our present life, the
remainder can only be fully deified at the Last Day.
Whether we are deified or not is a question of
whether we began the process in our present lives.
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The process that we engage in throughout our lives
is an ongoing act of repentance, it is not an esoteric
or extraordinary pursuit. As stated earlier, it is a
process of attending Church, receiving the
Sacraments, praying to God, reading the Gospels and
following the commandments.

Attending Church and following the
commandments underscores the social aspect of
deification — deification is not achieved in solitude.
It is not possible to love God if one fails to love his
fellow humans, and living in solitude by definition
eliminates the possibility of loving others. This
social aspect of deification requires that our
attendance of Church and following commandments
be as much in deed as in thought. In deed we love
our neighbors, we attend Church, we partake in the
Sacraments. In thought we pray to God, that through
our life in the Church we can acquire the sanctifying
Spirit and be transformed into god.

By being fully man and fully God, Christ
established for us that both God and man have
important operative roles in the process of
deification. These combined or joint roles are the
essence of synergia. God works through all of us,
and we have a choice as to whether to live by the
Word, or reject it — we are not passive. We must
accept the instruction and commandments of God
such that we strive for deification, recognizing that
we will never truly comprehend God. It is important
to note that the two roles are distinctly different —
they represent different human energies and divine
energies.

Energy is closely related to will, as in the
free-will of a person. Man’s human energies are
expended in the form of our will and actions
whereby we actively live by the Word. The divine
energies represent God’s will for us to become god.

God gave us His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ
for our salvation — a gift. Our salvation is not
guaranteed; thus we must work to attain it. It is the
responsibility of each person, individually, to do
their best through self-discipline and avoiding
indulgences synonymous with sin — leading an
ascetic life. That life-long struggle is determinate of
our possibility for deification. Deification is a gift
from God, given only to those who have truly sought
it.

Man knows that we are intended to be
deified, because we were intended to be god, but for
our fall. God made man according to “Our image
and likeness” (Ge 1:26), an act of the all Triune God
— thus man’s link to creation. But the Triune God is
a Trinitarian image and likeness, all three persons in
the Trinity, but each is distinct. This is important
because it underscores that it is up to each person to
seek deification.

Being made in the “image and likeness” of

God means that we are not God, and the two terms
cannot be used interchangeably. First “image”,
according to John of Damascus, is indicative of
“rationality and freedom,” while “likeness” indicates
that by virtue we can acquire the characteristics of
God. Thus, for each of us, at our conception we are
imbued with an image that is demonstrative of the
power each of us has. But, we have not yet gained
the virtues that allow us to acquire the characteristics
of God — we must strive to develop ourselves
gradually. Despite our sins, we still maintain the
image of God, and our virtues underscore our
likeness which is driven by our moral choices. The
better those moral choices, the more virtuous we
become and the more likely we are to acquire the
characteristics of God.

If we do acquire the characteristics of God
and at the Last Day succeed in becoming deified, we
do not cease to be human. That is because we were
created and cannot become God by nature. We
become a created god, but grace or status. We were
not god by nature, and hence with deification cannot
be god by nature. = Whether by creation or
deification, our image and likeness to God was a
creation by God.

As stated earlier, some — such as saints —
were deified in the present life (for example St. John
of Kronstadt), which is the exception as opposed to
the rule. This was actualized by their peace, prayer
and contemplation while in this life. Those saints
pursued perfection when trying to fulfill Christ’s
commandment for perfection (Mt. 5:48). Perfection
as God can only be achieved through unity with
God. This underscores that at creation man was
perfect, but then fell. While we retain the image of
God, our fall from grace, or fall to sin, has resulted
in us losing our likeness to God. The further
implication is that at creation, man was perfect, but
by our own choice we fell from God and lost that
perfection. Consequently, we can again choose to
strive for perfection again and regain unity with
God, which results in our deification.

If one was to be deified, their deification
would not be fully complete until resurrection. This
underscores the importance of soul and body as it
pertains to humankind. At resurrection, our bodies
are reunited with our souls. Salvation is the unity of
body and soul, and is a gift from God. To receive
the gift, we must have faith and act of our own free
will to attain it. But, it is also critical to note that
man’s salvation has already been provided for —
Christ was incarnate, died and was resurrected for
our sins. Hence, to receive salvation one must
personally embrace God’s commandments, and in
striving for unity with God — seeking deification —
we are ultimately seeking and striving for salvation.
Salvation is the ultimate unity with God.
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10" Annual Humanitarian Banquet
By Veljko Davidovich

Welcome and
thank you all for
coming to the
10th anniversary
of the annual
humanitarian
banquet. The four
circles (four
kolos) of Serbian
sisters of the San
Francisco Bay
Area was
organized at St.
John’s church

: slava in October
of 2006 and they inaugurated the first
humanitarian fundraiser banquet on December
10, 2016 at St. John the Baptist church hall in
San Francisco. The four local priests and kolo
presidents who were instrumental in starting
this were Father Marko Matic, Father Dusan
Bunjevic, Father Slobodan Jovic, Father
Vasilije Cvijanovic, protinica Ljiljana
Bunjevic, Dorothy Zakula Pratte, Natalie
Vukmirovic-Conkle and Dragana Siljak.

For a decade now, these four woman’s
organizations have collaborated to help those
less fortunate in Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia
& Hercegovina and Kosovo & Metohija.
Refugees, children in orphanages, hospital
patients, the sick and hungry have been the
monetary recipients of the Four Kolos’ hard
work and determination to make difference
for men, woman and children in the region.
Funds are distributed in person by our Bishop,
priests and parishioners to every location in
need. To date, the Four Kolos have raised and
distributed almost $300.000 with NO addi-
tional expenses for the distribution of these
funds. All expenses for this humanitarian
fundraiser banquet are covered by each of the
Four Kolos treasuries and personal donations.
I think it’s important to note that ONE
HUNDRED PERCENT OF EVERY
DOLLAR RAISED AT THIS YEARLY
EVENT IS DONATED. ‘
The Four Kolos are proud of the funds they’ve
raised and the impact they’ve made since
2006.

Page 30



The philosophy of the Four Kolos in sponsoring

this event, “Our Help Today is Their Better Gardening project

Tomorrow speakg to the continuing needs of our Special thanks to Aleksandra and Djordje Milic
fellow Serb.S back in the homeland- for donating their professional time in planning
The Four Circles are comprised of the Woman’s and improving our garden in front of the
Auxiliary of St. George Serbian Orthodox Church Cathedral

in Oakland, the St. Sophia Sisterhood of St. John
the Baptist, Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in San
Francisco, the Woman’s Auxiliary of the St.
Archangel Michael Serbian Orthodox Church in
Saratoga and the Woman of the Holy Trinity
Serbian Orthodox Church in Moraga. Please join
me in thanking the woman of the Four Kolos for
their continuous and dedicated work in helping
those in need. Puno vam hvala!

On the Feast of Entrance of the
Most Holy Theotokos, Saratoga
December 4, 2016

By Bill Davidovich

Our kitchen has fresh
new look, thanks to
Jovica Maksimovic,
Stan Grgich and Dusan
Medan
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Jlo3za CBetor CumeoHna
Ha jyxnoj crpan CabopHe XuIaHIapcKe IPKBE,
CBaKOM IOKJIOHHKY TaJia ¥ OYM BHUCOKO y3paclia U
CH&)XHO pas3rpaHata BUHOBa JI03a, MOJerjaa Io
cBojoj meprynu. beHo ctabno monasm u3 3mma Ha
MeTap ¥ MO OJICTOjama OJ1
_ 3eMJbE, U3 TIpoda CBETOr
Cumeona (Credana
- Hemame) koju ce Hanasu
=—— nopel HUCTOT 3uja, ca
YHYTpaIIbHe CTpaHe
Xpama. Xunanaapcko
npe/iambe O TOj JI03U KakKe
= cnenehe:
L Kan je on cMpTH cBeTor
- Cumeona (13. ¢edpyapa
+. 1200.) mpotexso cenam

9002/L0/8}

Caga pomrao n3 Kapejcke
HCIIOCHUIIE Y MaHACTHP Jia OM MPHUIIPEMHO MPEHOC
MomtHjy ceeror Cumeona y CpOujy panu Mupema
3aBaljeHe my Opahe, oHzIa Cy XMJIaHAAPCKA MOHACH
HEeyTelrHo Tutakamu. Taga ce cBetrn CHUMEOH jaBH y
CHy wWrymMany MeToaMjy W Kaxe My Kako je
MOTpeOHO Ja HEeroBe MOIITH OyAy IpeHeTe Ha
pOIHY Tpyay, anu na he 3a yTexy XWIaHAapCKOM
OpaTCTBY M3 MPa3HOT rpoda HEToBOT M3HUNY J103a 1
JoKJIe rox oHa Oyne pabhana, nomie he u Gimarocinos
HBEroB Ha XWIaHAapy Ja TMOYuBa.

Ta no03a ce oapkana U J0 Hamux AaHa. Mcra cBake
roguHe 0e3 u3y3erka Oorato paha, nako joj ce ocum
o0pe3uBama, HAKaKBa JIpyra Hera He yKasyje, HUTH
ce KakBe Mepe MpOTHB (WIOKCepe WM JPYTUX
OomecTd W INTETOYMHA  MPEAY3HMajy, IITO
MpeacTaB/ba BEJIMKO 4yn0 boxuje, U THME BEIUKY
MOpaJHY yTeXy M IYXOBHO 00OIpeme 3a HaIe
Xunaugapcko 6paTCTBo a u 3a cBe Bepyjyhe CpoOe.
Amm, Ta 503a HHje camMo 1Mo Tome u3y3erHa. OHa
¥Ma ¥ JEIHO JPYro CBOJCTBO: OJ H-CHOT IUIOJA
paspenryje ce HEIUIOMHOCT CYNPY)XHHKa KOjH ca
BEPpOM H MOJMTBOM MHPUXBATE OBO YYyJAOTBOPHO
CpEICTBO.

Hajcrapuje cauyBaHO mpename O OBOME MOTHYE U3
roguHe 1585., xaga je jeman TypuuH J0BEO CBOT
CHHa TpBEeHIA Ja OM ra ocTtaBHo y XWIaHIapy Ha
cnyx0y bory jep ra je mo06uo, kao u JIpyry CBOjy
Iely, mo yrnorpedu rpoxiha ceeror CumeoHa.

On oHIa g0 JgaHac, Halml CBETH MAaHACTHUP
HENpPeCTaHo JeiMHM TOKIOHWIMMAa WM JO0CTaBJba
MOIITOM OHUMAa KOjU MYy C€ THCMEHO 00paTe OBO
4yZOTBOPHO Ipoxkie.

Hexan cy u3 Pycuje nonasuiy NOKJIOHUIIA MACOBHO
Ha Csery ['opy m oBO rpoxhe MHOrO TpasKuiTH.
JlaHac je TOTpaXkma 3a HKHUM Ca CBHX CTpaHa W3
I'puke, jep cy Hapo4yWTO Yy TIOCIEIHE BpEME
pe3yiATaTH o1 HeroBe ynorpede 3aauBibyjyhu.
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O kpcHOj c1aBu

[IpBoxpumthancka je Bepa, ox bora Ham manHa u on
Ceetnx Armocrojia mpeaaHa, jAa ciaBuMo bora u
Hberoe Caerutesse. CnaBmeme bora u boxjux
VYroanuka: Anlena, Anoctona, [Ipopoka, Myuenuxa,
Ceertutespa. [Ipenogo6umx u cBux [IpaBennunka, jecte
Hall XpuirhaHCKK MPaBOCIABHU YKUBOTHU CTaB KOjUM
HCIOBEAaMO BEpPYy CBOjy M MNpaBH LWb U CMHCAO
HaIller JbYACKOT JKMBOTA OBAE€ Ha 3€MJbU U Y
BeuHocTH. Jep ko cmaBu bora m boxwuje Cerutene,
Taj cIaBU UCTUHCKY M BEYHY ClIaBy YOBEKOBY Yy bory
Kusom u Hctunutom, M Taj oHaa Hehe claBUTH
HUKaKBe JIa)KHE OOTroBe M MpOJa3HEe M CMPTHE JbyZAE
oBora ceera. Ko cmaBu bora m Boxje Csere, kao
IpaBe W HCTUHUTE, OECMpTHE JbyIe, KOJH W3 OBOT
npojia3HO W cMpTHOr >kuBoTta borom JKusum
npehore y xuBOT BeuHHn u OecMpTHH, Taj he ce u cam
cmaBoM boxjom mpocmaButd u bory u Cseruma
ynonobutw, jep he ox bora 6utn 3ajenno ca Cpetnma
npocnasibeH y BeuHoM LlapcTBy Hebeckom.

Tako cy bora u tberoe Csere crmaBunm xpumthanu
JOII O/ caMor MoYeTKa, ¥ 3aTO Cy MHOTH O] BhUX H
camu Cenu moctranmu. To HaM MoOKasyje W cBegoue
Beh npBu xpumhanckn MydeHHIH, KOjU Cy 32 CIIaBy
Boxjy u came cBoje XHBOTE MOJNOXKHIU. Tako, Ha
mpamep, CBern Myuennk Kapm (koju ce cmaBm 13.
OKTOOpa), mpea He3HaOommuMa W 0e300KHHUIIMA
OHOTa 700a, HUje XTeO Ja CIaBH JakHe OOTOBE, HEro
camo Xpucta - jenunor Mcrunuror bora, ma je 3aro
FOBOPUO OHAALIKUM BractoApmiuMma: "VcTUHUTH
OOTOIOKIIOHHIM, KOJH €€ MO0 OOKAHCKO] pedn
XpuctoBoj Kiamajy bory y Iyxy H HUCTUHH,
yrnono0ikaBajy ce ciasu boxjoj u mocrajy 3ajenHo ca
Hbum 6ecMpTHH, jep ce jomn cana mpuyennyjy BE4HUM
XKHUBOTOM Kpo3 Xpucta Jloroca, MoK ce OHHM Koju
CITy’Ke JI)KHUM OOroBUMa yno;[o6n)aBaJy HHIITAaBHITY
haBosia u ca wume nponangajy y makao". Crora u mu,
NpaBOCIaBHU XpHUINhaHU, OJ caMor Focnoaa Xpucrta
MPUMUBILN CBETYy BEPY M CBETH 3aBET, CIAaBHUMO H
mpocnaBibamo bora u kberoBe Cpere Yromnuke u
becmprtauke:  Ilpecsery  boropomuiyy,  Csere
Amnocrone u Mydenuke, Cere Orie U npaBeHHKE, U
TaKo OBUM claBjbeeM bora u Caerutespa, Koje je
cam bor mpocmaBno 3aro mTo cy m oHm bora
MpocIiaBJbalid, 1 MU 33100MjaMO BeuHy ciaBy boxjy
u Haciel)yjeMo JKUBOT BEUHH.

OBo gpeBHO XxpumhaHCKO CBETO NpeAame o
cnaBbeby bora u cnase boxje y CBetuma, npuMunu
cmo u mu [IpaBocnaBan Cpbu on Ceerux hupuna u
Mertonuja u ox Ceerora CaBe. 3aTO M CIIaBUMO CBaKe
HelleJbe M CBakor IpasHuka Xpucra bora wu
Crnacutespa Haer u beroBy [Ipecsery boromarep, n
ceere Anhene um Cserutesbe boxje. CiaBumo ux
Hajmpe 3ajeaHo ca menoM LlpkBom Boxjom, y cBojoj
MapoXuju M CBOME Xpamy, KaJa Halla MapoXHjcKa
LpKBa WM HAall MaHACTHP CJIaBH CBOjy XpaMOBHY



Cnagy, 10 ject cBora Caeruresba kKao cBora HebOeckor 3amTHTHHKA, KOTa WCTOTa JaHA CIaBe W CBU
npaBociaBHH XpHIThanu y cBeTy. Otyna cBera Cnapa, Kao OMITEXPUITNAHCKO U CBEIPKBEHO CIIABIBEHEC
Bbora n boxjux Cserama, HHje camo cpOcku o0m4aj, jep CraBy ciiaBe W CBH OCTalIHM MPABOCIABHU Y
ceery. Anu Ceern Otan Cp6Oeku, CaBa PaBHoamocTonHu, 1ao je HaMa npaBociaBHuM CpOuMa U jeqHy
moceOHy cpOcky aomahy CmaBy - Hame KpcHo Mwme, To jecT 6marocinoBmo je Hamry cpOCcKy HOPOJUIHY
CnaBy: na cBaka cpOCKa mopoauia, cBaka kyha u nomahnHcTBO ciaBu oHora CBeTUTEIba HA YHjH CY AaH
HAIllM TIPETHY M Mpaoly MpUMWIN XPUCTOBY Bepy M KpcTuiu ce y ume Csere Tpojuue. To je, makme
Hamra cpocka Kpcna Cnasa mm Kpcro Mwme, 3a xoje Ham BepHH Hapon ca mpaBoMm kaxe: "Ko KpcHo
Nwme cnaBu, oo My U momaxe".
Hamra Kpcua CnaBa, k0jy c1aBEMO TOCEOHO Y CBAKOM JIOMY M CBaKOj ITOPOIHUITH (aKO Ce HICMO OAPEKIH
Bepe XpucroBe u uMeHa CpOuHoBor), MoiuTBama CBeTora Kora CliaBUMO OKHBJbaBa y HaMa M Jylama
HAallUM CBETY W CBETIy YCIOMEHy Ha OHAaj JaH Kaga CMO C€ CBH HOPOAMYHO KPCTWIH H
XPUCTHjaHU30BAIN, KaJa CMO C€ M Hallld NpeTHd M MU 32 BUMa BEPOM M KpIITEHEM y XpHCTa
YXPUCTOBMJIM U OXPHUCTOBMJIM, KaJ CMO C€ YHPKBMJIM M OLPKBWIH, A2 Ou ce 000XKMIN M
00ecMPTHJIM, KaKO TO JIETO BeNW Hall HOBU yrogHuk boxju Otan Jyctun. CnaBehu namy nomahy
CnaBy, MH He TIpecTajeMO CIIaBUTH W CBOjy I[pKBeHy, XxpamoBHy CiaBy 3ajeqHo ca cBOjoM Opahom
napoxujaHuMa, U TO je Haia 3ajenHuuka cBera [lpeciaBa. A kana cnaBUMO CBOjy qoMaly ¥ MOpOIUYHY
Cnagy, He cIaBUMO je omeT camMu y Kyhu, HUTH caMo y Kyhu, HEro Hajmpe ca OCTAIMM MPAaBOCIaBHUM
xpmmhanuma y Lpkeu. Ha 3ajegamukoj cBeroj Ciry:xk0u, cBetoj Jlutypruju, Te Cy MPUCYTHH U CBH
Boxju Anhenu H cBu CBeTH, U I'lle c€ CIIOMHIbY CBH HAIllM KHBH M YIIOKOjEHH, 11a TEK OHJA U Y JOMY
cBoMme. M omeT y oMy He CIIaBHMO je caMU, HETO Y 3a[apy3d W 3ajeIHHUIN Ca CBOjOM TMOPOIUIIOM, ca
CBOjUM ONMKIbMUMa U CPOAHUIIMMA, Ca CyceqrMa H MpujaTesbuMa, U ca CBaKUM HaMepHUKOM Boxkjum
KOjU HaM TOT JlaHa Jiohe y oM, Makap Ono u mpocjak u yOoKjak, IIOroTOBY OH. Jep je W OH, Kao U CBaKu
4yoBek cnuka boxkuja u Opat XpuctoB u Ham. U npeu xpumrhanu cy Ha ciudaH HauuH ciaBuid CrnaBy
Kao IITO M MU JaHac CJIAaBUMO M Kao IUTO Hamu cBetd Manactupu u llpkBe nmanac ciase: mocie
3aBpieHe cBete JIuTypruje y xpamy CBH NMPHUCYTHU MY 32 jelHY 3ajeIHUYKY TpHe3y JbY0aBH: CBU Ce
3ajellHO ca CBEIITEHHUKOM momodie bory, y3 cBeTy Boawmily, cBehy U TamjaH, 3aTHM ce OJIarocioBH CBETO
Kuto u nmpenomu u npenuje BUHOM cBeTu Kosad, u oHZIa ce TOMEHY CBU HAlllM CPOAHHIIM HA
3eMJbH U Ha HeOy, Ia ce OHJA, Y3 JbyOJbeHhe U MOJHUTBEHE KeJhe W YeCTUTama, CBU 33j€HO yTelle 3a
OIIITOM TPIIE30M, OHUM MITO je bor nao m momahun cnpemuo. A cBe To ce unHu y CnaBy Boxkjy H y
yact CBeTora uuju ce CBETH CIIOMEH TOra JjaHa CIaBU.
Cnasbewe bora m MberoBux Cserurespa, m y apeBHOj xpmrhaHckoj LIpkBM M gaHac y 4YuTaBOM
IIpaBocnaBiby, HEOABOjMBO je OX 3ajenHuuke cere JIuTypruje y Xpamy M O 3ajeJHHYApEHa CBUX
BEPHUKA y CBEMY OHOMe TO je Boskje u mTo je o bora 6;1aroc/ioBeHo: y 3ajeHHALH y BEPH ¥ HCTHHY,
y Onarojmatu u Jby0aBH, Yy CBETOM TOCTY, Nokajamy W Ilpuuemhy, y OGmarocioBy 3ajeIHUYKOT jea H
nuha, y Mmel)ycoOHOM nomremny U omaramwy, y OpaTckoj 3ajefHuIH ca XpUCTOM U ca cBuMa CBeTuma.
Jep Lipkea boxja [IpaBocnaBHa u HUje Ipyro a0 3ajenHuna cBux y Xpucty borodoseky, y themy koju je
"[IpBenan mehy mHorom bpahom", a bpaha cy Hberosa npe csera Cerutesbr, a OHIA ca BUMA U CBU
Mu, tberoBu u BUXOBH CBeYapH, KOjU CMO 3aTO W Mo3BaHH o1 bora aa Oymemo ceeta Opaha u Cabpaha
XpHCTOBa cuHoBu boxju nmo 6maromatn y Cuny boxjem mo mpupoau, xkako Benu CBeTd ATaHacuje
Benuku.
Cgera Kpcaa Caasa ynpaBo 1 uma Taj CMHCAao0 H 3Hayaj: Ja CBE HAC OKYIHU U CjelUHH Y jeoHy
mpaBy OpaTcky XpHCTOBY 3ajemHuiy, y ceety LIpkBy kao cabop boxuju, kao cabpame nene boxuje, Te
3ato KpcaHo Mme u ciaBumo y cnaBy boxujy u y yact CBETHX, Ha Hallle Cliaceme U 000XKeme, Ha
OYOBEUEH-E U OXPUCTOBJBEH-E, HA OOTOYTOJHO 3APYKEHE H CjeAUIBECHE ca HhUMa, HALIUM CJIaBaMa, u
MPEKO BUX ca XPHUCTOM, HAIlIOM BEYHOM U HerposiazHoM CiiaBoMm.
Crora ce Ha cBakoj aomahoj m npkseHoj CrnaBu meBa oBa OoromaaHa necma llpkBe Hamre,
mpaBociaBHa xuMHa cBake Kpcue Crase, koja HaM Haj00Jbe Ka3yje CMKCcao U 3Ha4aj Haiie cBere CiaBe:
"Jlanac Hac 01atogat Cserora /lyxa cBe caGpa, u cBu ca Kpcrom XpucToBUM Ha ceOM rOBOPUMO:
Baarocnosen Koju nosasu ( Xpucroc u Cseruress ) y ume 'ocnoame; Ciaa bory na sucunn!"
Jepomonax Amanacuje
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Specifics of Serbian Orthodoxy
by Fr. Vojislav Dosenovich

Writing or talking of the specific traits or char-
acter concerning Church and religion one
would, at the first glance think, that there is
talk about the differences from other church-
es, in this case other Orthodox jurisdictions.
This is not the case or the subject of this arti-
cle, rather it is the intention to point out the
positives which were developed through the
history of the church, and in harmony with the
teachings and dogma of the universal Ortho-
doxy. The organizational principle of the Or-
thodox Church is the one established at the
First Ecumenical Council (325) at which time
the church on the island of Cyprus and the
church in Armenia were awarded autono-
mous status. This means that one ethnic
group or geographical region receives the
right to administer to its own needs, use its
own language in worship and have its native
clergy. Autonomy of the Serbian Orthodox
Church was achieved in the beginning of the
thirteenth century. The vernacular language
and native riches of motives in church sing-
ing, chanting and customs all of this is pre-
sent, yet the unity of faith is not only in tact,
but it is enhanced with the riches of many
and various historic, ethnic groups and na-
tionalities. On the other side they compliment
the Universal Church through their specific
expression of life within the church — artistic
and cultural creativity.

There are some eighteen national, ethnic
and historic groups of Orthodox Church juris-
dictions. Most of them have their individual
history of its development, struggle, triumphs
and hard times. In most cases and time peri-
ods their history is identical with the history
and life of its own people. So, the history of
the Serbian Church is identical with the histo-
ry of the Serbian people. In fact the spiritual
values of the church became the values of
the people: its development, creativity and
culture. In such a set-up, the movement of
the Spirit “as it wills”; is alive and functioning
in full.

In the case of the Serbian Orthodox
Church and people this is manifested in the
life, history and culture of the people itself.

So, the values of the Gospel and the Church
permeates through the life of every individual,
and the people in forming the character of the
individual and the nation as such. Creative
forces are at work in the folk epics through
the national bards who are inspired with the
spirit and the values of the faith and the
church. In fact this becomes the basis of the
formation of the individual and the character
of the nation. The most significant achieve-
ments are considered to be the works depict-
ing the struggle for preservation of the faith
and the people. They are Kosovo Ciclus and
Mountain Wreath of Njegos.

The Serbian People received the teach-
ing of the Christian faith and became convert-
ed by the missionaries from Byzantium. It
was St. Sava who put down the foundation of
the Serbian Orthodox Church. What St. Greg-
ory was for the Armenians, or St. Patrick for
the Irish people, or St. Denis for the French,
or St. Antonius was for Russia, Saint Sava
was for the Serbian Orthodox Church. Be-
cause of his imprint on the Serbian Orthodox
Church the church’s name became synony-
mous with his SVETOSAVSKA CRKVA and
the teaching of the church SVETOSAVLJE. It
is not then out of place to hear some faithful
refer to their church and religion as the
“SERBIAN FAITH.” Because of this close tie
to the founder of the independent Serbian Or-
thodox Church and the reverence for him,
perhaps, many church and state heads
among the Serbs followed the example of the
Saint and became elevated to sainthood
themselves.

It is said that God reveals himself to man
in the Bible and the life of the world. So it can
be said concerning man in the Orthodox
Church, that man reveals himself to God
through the external symbols of faith and the
customs of his Church and religion. One such
custom for the Serbian people is the SLAVA.
The is one of the distinct religious observanc-
es for the Serbian family and the nation. The
family celebrates the SLAVA, as do many cit-
ies, civil and military institutions. This is in
fact an observance of the day when the first
ancestors became baptized in the Orthodox
faith. They took the Saint of the day as their
family patron. Male members of the family will
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carry the same patron Saint as they establish
their own families. The most common patron
Saints among the Serbs are: St. John the Bap-
tist, St. Nicholas, St. George and many others.
Among the Orthodox Christians, Serbs are the
only ones who have this religious observance.
One, even being a good and pious Christian,
and not observing Slava as a Serb, would be
looked on an “orphan”.

Then there is the BADNJAK custom.
Again, this is a typical Serbian custom which
takes place during the observance of Christ-
mas, and carries a significant symbolic spiritu-
al meaning. This is equivalent to a Christmas
tree. The decorative side of the BADNJAK is
not considered at any point. There are some
other smaller and less important in significant
customs. Yet, all of them are expressing the
presence of Church in the home and the na-
tion.

All that we have mentioned above has a
direct imprint in the formation of the character
of the believer. The late Bishop Nikolai in one
place sketches the main components of char-
acter realized in the life of the nation as he
states: “The character of the Serbian people
can be seen in the love of Christ; in St. Sava;
in the sweet soul of King Vladimir; in the en-
durance of Nemanja; in the eagerness of Mi-
lutin; in the humility of Stefan of Decani; in the
humbleness of Urosh; in the sacrifice of Laza-
rus of Kosovo; in the gallantry of Strahinja; in
the love of justice in Marko; in the Yugovich’s
mother’s heart; in Militca’s truthfulness; in Yev-
rosima’s.

This past helps us to understand more
clearly our present. The geographic position of
the Balkans between East and Latin West de-
manded an effort from the people and the
church preserve its identity as people and
church. This process will be undiminished until
this day. Here the church and the people will
exercise a balanced approach and TOLER-
ANCE in life with other faiths and people. This
was the attitude exercised in the very begin-
ning by its founder St. Sava. (Religious toler-
ance will be known in the West much later un-
der the influence of the encyclopedic’s). Today
one can observe that the main preoccupation
of the Serbian Orthodox Church is the preser-
vation of its people and its unity. “In this work

the Serbian Orthodox Church was always and
is now far away from any kind of sectarian hy-
pocrisy. In this regard and in the light of its suf-
fering in the time of the Second World War
and after it until this very day, the Serbian Or-
thodox Church can say indeed: ‘Father forgive
them for they do not know what they do!”

The progress and success in edification of
human soul in faith in God and morals ground-
ed on that faith, will justify the existence and
work of church itself among its people. This
element would give substance and the mean-
ing to all other branches of human endeavor.
Values of this kind are tested in the great cri-
ses of a nation we have seen in this brief
sketch on the Serbian Orthodox Church. It ap-
pears that the disaster of Kosovo Polje at the
end of the fourteenth century became the test-
ing point of the Gospel’s and Christian values
in the history of the young Serbian Nation. So,
Kosovo in religious, moral, and national sense
became the great victory, which will inspire
generations for centuries to come to the pre-
sent day; to fight “for the Venerable Cross
and Golden Freedom”. In the same sense
and in a similar situation, during the Second
World War, decendants of Kosovo would say
now to the invader from the West: “better to be
in the grave than to be a slave!” Even being
exploited in the worst way by the international
conspiracy and by many among its own peo-
ple, this remains a moral axiom worthy to re-
member and to emulate.

In both instances we see the main point: to
preserve moral values and our own soul. This
is the way the people and church show how to
vanquish death. The Battle of Kosovo was
fought under the slogan: “for the Holy Cross
and Golden Freedom!... This kind of moral
strength went down into the tomb of national
suffering and thus became the pledge of na-
tional resurrection”. There was a main point
namely: that moral values of the Gospel are
put above life itself, because it will outlive life
not only of our generation but many genera-
tions to come.

After Kosovo many were forced one way
or another to embrace the religion of the con-
querors, be it from the East or the West, but
the purity of the faith, language, customs and
moral values was preserved in the remote
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mountainous regions and villages of the simple people. Today temperance; in Kosovka Girl's
mercy; in the endurance of captive people; in the blind bard’s vision; in the wisdom of the Ser-
bian monks and priests; in the modesty of Serbian girls; in the inspiration of the poets among
the people; in the talent of the craftsmen; in the grace of the embroiders and weavers; in the
clearness of the sayers; in the moderation and gallantry of the Serbian peasants, and in the
radiance of SLAVA of all baptized Serbs. Thus, the character of the Church and the Nation be-
came one and the same.

We learn from history that from the time of St. Sava until the disappearance of the Serbian
medieval organized state, during one and a half centuries there was accomplished even more
closer merger between the Serbian people and its church. It is said that the merger between
the people and the church began with St. Sava. Now it became a whole where the church will
receive its full force from its people, states the historian Stanojevic.

Another all important occurance took place, which formed a historic uniqueness. This was
KOSOVO, — as the poet Isidora Sekulic would say: “Kosovo is the grave in which all of it
(Serbdom) was buried, and resurrection goes again through the grave.” But the KOSOVO
grave is not only the grave but the promise of resurrection also. KOSOVO became that living
force which did not allow a nation to die and accept the Turkish slavery...

This was the spirit of a struggle and loyalty to faith and church. This became measured
more and more with contempt of physical life and readiness to die “for some distant genera-
tions”. The circumstances of time and the nature of the struggle, which was imposed upon the
people for its survival and for its national and religious preservation, gave to the people faith
and piety and the seal of heroism. Another historian Jovan Cvijic states: that after the KOSO-
VO struggle there was formed a strong Serbian national conscience which will last until this
day. This became sort of a school in which generations shall be educated, and in which pro-
cess Serbs became inspired with a desire to revenge the old defeats and the renewal of the
state. This shows us that in this process the Orthodox faith and the Serbian nationality, which
merger started with St. Sava, now became ONE WHOLE at the end of the fourteenth century.
The Orthodox faith among the Serbs in this process received a more and more ethnic charac-
ter that the name “SERBIAN FAITH” became synonymous with the original Orthodoxy, as it
was stated above in this article. This gave to the Serbian Church its specific character and
identification for the time to come. Because of this fact, the historian Ivo Pilar said with full jus-
tification: that Serbdom and its Church are indestructible as long as the Serbian Orthodox
Church exists. Because of this phenomenon Seriban Orthodox Church will be the object of the
attack of all of its enemies through the history of her existence to this very day.

DIASPORA lives in freedom and from such a position would be called upon to help
both the church and the people in the present time of their struggle, which in many instances
is similar to that of the first Kosovo centuries ago. Having this in mind, the efforts of the Serbi-
an People within the country, and those in diaspora should be directed to defend and preserve
its tried and lasting spiritual and moral values in a fast changing world of ours. The loss of the
specific character of Church and nation would be the loss of their existence in the future.

V. Rev. Stavrofor Vojislav Dosenovich passed away on 24 October 2008 at the age of 92. He was a Parish priest of
St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church in Omaha,NE since 1948 until December of 2005.He wrote seven books. One of
them, "So Help Me God," is a testimony to one of the great tragedies of a century - the genocide of the Serbs during World
War II by members of the Croatian Ustashi, it is also a deeply personal accounting. Author V Rev Fr Vojislav Dosenovich
was an eyewitness to the slaughter in which he lost his father, one brother, his sister, and ultimately, his homeland.
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[Inamranuna je mMJIaTHO ca M3BE3CHUM WU
HaclIMKaHUM  XpUCTOM  HEMOCPENAHO  IOCIe
ckupama ca Kpera. Ha nnamranunu ce Hanasu
npeacraBa ckuaama ca Kpera u monarama y rpoo,
a Ty je u mpencraBa boropomune, Jocuda,
Huxonuma u eBanhenucre JoBana. [lnamranuma ce
W3HOCH Y TOKY I0jalba CTUXOBIHMX CTHUXHpa Ha
BeuepmeM Oorocnyxkewy Bemukor Iletrka wu
Mmolake ce YyBEeK 3ajeqHo ca JeBanheisbem Ha
CpeIuHy XpaMa Ha 1mocebaH cTo.

Pa3Boj muiamranuie je MpUIMYHO CI0XKEH U JIOBOJAM CE Y Be3y ca pa3B0jeM BO3/yXa, BEJIHKHM
BXOJIOM U BeuepmoM ciayxOom Bemukor [lerka. Bo3nyx je mimaTtHo Koje je CHMBOJ MTOKpOBa y
koju cy Jocud u Hukoaum yBuin tesio XpucToBo. Y mera je yBujaHo JeBaHhesbe U CBEIUTEHUK
ra je M3HOCHO INPHCIOHEHO Ha TPYyIU WIM Ha paMEHy JOK Cy Ce IOjalieé CTUXOBHE CTHXUPE
Beuepwe Benmukor [leTka 1 monmarao ra Ha CTO y CpeIMHH Xpama I'Jie My C€ HapoJl MOKJIamkao 10
Kpaja jyrpewma Bennke Cybote.

Tanma je Ha jyrpemy Bemuke Cy0oTe, Ha TPHUCBETOM BEIMKOT CIIaBOCIIOBJbA, KOje c€ M0jajio
ciopo, JeBanhesbe OOHOIIEHO y JIMTHjU W TOJIATAaHO HA CBETY TpHe3y KoOja CHUMBOJIMYHO
npencraBiba Tpod [ocnommu. Kama cMo roBopwim o Bo3myxy, OuTHO je pehm nma cy
CHUMBOJIM3MH U Tipakca Bemukor IleTka ytumnanm Ha TO Ja ce HA BO3AyXY CIMKa WIIM BE3€ TEJO
mptBor Mcyca Xpucra. Cynehn mo clImKOBUTHM MpecTaBaMa CKUama ca KPCTa U MoJlarama y
rpo0, mpencraBa Mcyca Ha BO3/1yXy CBe BUIIIE je IOTUCKUBANIA JeBaHhesbe Koje je par excellance
cuMmBOi XpuCTa, na OW JOLHHUje Tpepacia y CaMOCTalaH JUTYPTHjCKU TPEeIMET Yy
"miamraHuIy", Koja ce momaBameM boropomure, Jocuda m Hukomuma, jeBanhenncre JoBaHa,
MHUpPOHOCHUIIA M aHljena pa3Buia y CIUKY 'OIUlakWBama Xpucra', OK je BO3IyX IOHOBO
MOTIPIMHUO CBOjY CTapy, jeTHOCTaBHY (hopMmy.

KacHyje je nnamranuia noyena ja ce M3HOCH Yy TOKY I0jamba CTUXOBHUX CTUXHpa Ha Benuku
Ilerak, yBek 3ajenHo ca JeBanhessem, Ha cpequHy Xpama Ha mocebaH cto. Tamo je Ouia
IpeIMeT MOKJIOHkemha U MaHH(pecToBama MOOOKHOCTH BepHUKa (I11Behe, apoMaTu4Ha yiba) 110
MOMEHTa CHMBOJIMYHOI 'mojarama y rpo0" mocie 3aBpuieTka "omena', OJHOCHO jyTpeme
Benuke Cyb6ore.

Cro Ha KOju ce mojiake IUIAIITAHUIA, KOJU j&é CHMBOJIM30Ba0 KaMEH Ha KOMeE je TeJI0 XPHCTOBO
OUJI0 IPUTIPEMIBEHO 32 ToJIarame y rpod, BpeMEHOM Ce TOJIMKO Pa3BHO J1a je 100uo u O6aniaxuH
(xuBOpHjyM), 1O yriieny Ha CBery Tpre3y wiu KyBykinjy Ceeror rpo6a. Kaaa ce cturio g0 ose
Tayke OWJIO je OHJa Jako Jia ce Johe OO MOrpemHor TymMauewa OBOrI cTona kao ['poba
I'ocrionmer, a monarame JeBanhesba U IIIAMITAHUIIE C€ TIOYEIO0 CMAaTPaTH Kao IMOJIarame y Tpoo,
U Ha Kpajy na Ou koH(y3uja 6mia Beha Ha weMy je mouena na ce cinyxu Jlurypruja Bemuke
Cybore.
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Serbian Food Festival 2016

On May 21, 2016 our parish hosted our first food festival, which was a great success!

We would like to thank all volunteers who helped. Special thanks to Zeljka Maksimovic, for being the
driving force in organizing this event and food preparation. We served over 500 meals!

We are grateful to Dobrila Maksimovic, Danilo and Nevenka Maksimovic, Ranko and Jasna Gajic,
Sekula and Smilja Mijatovic, Dusanka and Momcilo Lazic.Rade and Bosa Milosevic Luka Erceg, Stan
Grgich, Dusan Medan, Dan Grgich, Jovan Gordic, & protinica Marija Gordic, Mirela Cukovic, George
Postich, St. Sophia Sisterhood and all of you who supported the event!




St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral Board would
like to express gratefulness for your donations, which enable our
Church to successfully continue the mission of spreading the
Word of God unto the salvation of the faithful and parishioners!

Christmas 2016

Tina Sankoff
Barbara Leach
Jerome Davidovich
Melody & Charles Key
Zoran & Sonja Kovacevic
Olga Krnich
Svetislav & Mira Djurich
Daniel Visnich
Vera Solovkov
Diane McKone
Daniel Tomasevich
Danilo & Nevenka Maksimovic
Paul & Ana Blackwell
Rodney Ciganovic
Stanislav Miskovic
Milan & Milena Stevanovic
Dobrila Josipovic
Radivoje & Bosiljka Milosevic
Marija Micic
Nadine Radovich
John & Celeste Radanovich
Joe Gardner
Stan Grgich
Michael & Lana Bakisian
Don & Bitsy Kosovac
Sister Seraphima
Mira Guzijan
P.G. Kovijanic
Larry M. Vuckovich
Neda Cvijetic
Robert & Mira Medan
Milorad & Teresa Golubovich

Page 39

John Lambright
Vaso & Karen Novakovich
Tina Milinovich
Suzana Saric
Branislav & Liliana Perazich
Michael & Marie Djordjevich
Elena Petrov
Danica Medan
Bogdan & Agnes Zelalich
Tatiana Belaeva
Kathleen Djordjevich
Marie Derr
Bessie Popovac
Rosanda Amerine
Blagoje Zoran Djordjevic
Blage & Sergio Carabarin
William & Brigita Perazich
Denise Hale
Ian & Aleksandra Parker
Micaclee Ellswythe
Millie Zakula

Total $6.270.00

Prepared by Parish Treasurer



Easter 2016

Mileva Nikcevic
Diane McKone
Bessie Popovac

James & Yvonne Gielniak
Donald Sever
B. Collis
W.L. & Rosanda Amerine
Stevana Ausban
Don & Bitsy Kosovac
Daniel Visnich
Anatiloy
Renee Ciganovich
Dushan & Gigi Medan
Alexander & Michelle Dzigurski
Bogdan & Agnes Zelalich
Melody & Charles Key
Barbara Leach
Milorad & Teresa Golubovich
John Lambright
Robert & Mira Medan
Stanislav Miskovic
Walter & Dana Bogicievic
Danica Bogicevic
Mirela Cukovich
Daniel Tomasevich
Milan & Milena Stevanovic
Peter & Olivera Jovanovic
Donald & Martha Missirlian
Gordana D. Stojanovic
Aleksandra Parker
Gordana Mandaric
Svetislav & Mira Djurich

Branislav & Liliana Perazich
Slavka Thomson
Celia Grgich
Nicholas & Sharon Grgich
Micaelee Ellswythe
Milan Zlojutro
Paul & Ana Blackwell
Mileva Nikcevic
Vaso & Karen Novakovich
Nadine Radovich
Gregory W. Stepanicich
Danica Medan
Aleksandar Kojic
Rodney Ciganovich
Raul & Maria Mendez
M. Djordjevich
John & Jelena Medan
Olga Krnich
Danilo & Nevenka Maksimovic
Dobrila Josipovic
Marija Gordic
Beverly & Mihajlo Petrovic
Blage & Sergio Carabarin
Barbara Petrovic
Stan Grgich
Janine & Theodore Di Marco
Millie Zakula

Total $8.325.00

Dear Parishioners, I want to express my appreciation for your generosity in support of our
Cathedral. Not only is generosity measured in terms of monetary donations, but also our
members’ willingness to donate their time and talent!

Fr. Djurica Gordic
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The life of St. Mardarije of Libertyville
(1889-1935)

Born in village of Kornet, Ljesani County, in Montenegro, on November 2, 1889, to pious par-
ents Petar and Jela Uskokovic, he was baptized in his village church dedicated to St. George and
received his baptismal name Ivan. His mother was from the well-known Bozovic family. Both of
his parents were well respected in their community holding the office of leadership and particu-
larly his father was a captain of their clan.

Considering his parents’ status, young lvan was sent to further his education, first in Rijeka
Crnojevic, Cetinje, and then in Belgrade, Serbia. While in Belgrade, young Ivan advanced his
childhood desire to serve God and the Church, and so from there he headed to monastery Stu-
denica where after a short period of novice life he gets tonsured to monasticism having re-
ceived the name Mardarije. With the decision of the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox
Church, now young hierodeacon Mardarije is sent to Russia where he spent twelve years (1905-
1917) furthering his theological education and growing in wisdom. From there, the Holy Synod
of the Russian Orthodox Church sent him to the United States of America to organize the Serbi-
an Orthodox Church. On December 1, 1923, now archimandrite Mardarije is appointed as ad-
ministrator of the Serbian American-Canadian diocese with the see in Chicago and that same
year he purchased around ten acres of land in Libertyville, Illinois, where later St. Sava monas-
tery was built. He was elected by the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church
as the first bishop for the newly established diocese in America on December 7, 1925, and his
consecration took place on Palm Sunday, the Feast of the Entrance of Our Lord Jesus Christ into
Jerusalem, on April 25, 1926.

From then on His Grace Bishop Mardarije, the first bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church in
North and South America, labored tirelessly in building churches, St. Sava monastery in Liber-
tyville, sowing Christian love, spread peace, preached and witnessed the Gospel of Christ
throughout his diocese. In spite of inescapable wordly trends, he lived spontaneity of truth and
a provision of grace, just because Life has dawned from the Tomb, and is dawning still. Having
labored as bishop for a little over nine years he died peacefully on December 12, 1935, hospital-
ized in Ann Arbor, Michigan, while writing his last Nativity Encyclical to his beloved flock. His
earthly remains were laid to rest at St. Sava monastery in Libertyville. The Holy Assembly of
Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church during its regular session held from May 14-29, 2015
brought forth a decision that his name
be added to the Diptych of saints of
the Holy Orthodox Church.

N
W ONWTH A0M MOIIMTBE KAO BEYHY KYRY BOXJY, OCTAB/BAM Y A“A BN

CBOME APATOM CPNCKOM HAPOAY A FA U NOCNE MOJE CMPTH

From the Hon Hierarch I\/Iardarije, we @ YYBA U YHANPERYJE, A TA KAO AUBHA CNOMERWMK uAl?ouA“n::Y *
p= W BEPCKE CBECTH OCTABH ¥ HACAERE CPCKHM HAPALITAJK -
see how the grace of God reaches the 0BOM HOBOM CBETY..
H=~ : : BISHOP MARDARY'S LAST ‘W, ~

heart of our cities, brmgmg to the con- “| BEQUEATH TO MY DEAR SERBIAN PEOPLE THIS oueﬂ'o’lﬁl;sn:nv o\ -

; 3 ¢ G PLACE OF SERBS IN AMERICA AND A COMMON HOUSE OF PRA'
fusion of the world the breeze of the .S, 70 € OREVER THE NOUSE-OF Sen, THAT, APSEE SRR MAY PRESERY

.. . ‘ AND CHERISH IT, AND HAND IT DOWN AS A SPLENDID MEMORIAL
Spirit and the serenity of the Age to OF THEIR ETHNIC AND RELICIOUS SPIRIT T0 THEIR SERBIAN OFFSPRING |
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Christian Apathy
By Blagoje Djordjevic

The peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:7

Throughout our march through Great Lent and on
our subsequent arrival to the victory of victories, the day
on which our Lord Jesus Christ triumphs over Hades,
trampling down death by death, many of us have asked
ourselves how we can be better, truer Christians. Thoughts
on attending church more frequently, how to fast more
mindfully and authentically, how to pray more fervently
have surfaced in our minds. Likewise, we ought to have
asked ourselves how we could have been growing in vir-
tue. To most, such language signals one toward the four
cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, temperance, and
courage, and the three theological virtues of faith, hope,
and love (I Corinthians 13). As the good Orthodox Chris-
tian never boxes themselves into such strict divisions and
lists (or precise definitions of time, on that note), we may
even find ourselves more expansive in our reckoning of
virtues. One virtue which the Orthodox prize most highly,
and one which may seem most farfetched to the Western
mindset, is that of dispassion or apatheia (dndéBei),
whence we get the word apathy.

Apatheia, like many Greek words, has found itself
restricted to a much narrower and more negative connota-
tion in English than it does in the original language (see
Byzantine, autocrat, idiot, etc.). To the Ancients, apatheia,
translated dispassion or passionlessness, meant either the
uprooting of the passions (negative ones such as despair
and rage) or, more appropriately for us, the proper exercise
of the passions with respect to their original purity. While
dispassion may still sound like cold stoicism at best to the
Modern ear, even in the pagan world it was considered a
virtue. The paragon practitioner of stoic philosophy, the
Emperor of Rome Marcus Aurelius, said himself that “a
mind free of the passions is a citadel” (dkpomoAig €oTv 1
ErevBépa mabdv ddvoa, Meditations, 8.48). However, the
narrower definition, the strict expulsion of the passions, of
feelings and emotions, also creeps into Christian thought
like it does in the pagan.

Blessed Augustine of Hippo, despite some faults
in his thought, or at least the later interpretation of his the-
ology, translates apatheia into Latin as impassibilitas, and
says of the virtue: “a freedom from those emotions which
are contrary to reason and disturb the mind... is a most
desirable quality, but it is not one which is attainable in
this life,” (City of God, XIV.9). His first error is to focus
only on those vices that are obviously bad (rage, gluttony)
but also to neglect the fact that even virtues like love can
be corrupted into lust, obsession, or envy and in turn are in
need of proper reorientation. This error in turn nearly leans
into the compromising position of metriopatheia, or meas-
ured passion, which the pre-Christian Jewish philosopher
Philo of Alexandria advocated for more often (the Chris-
tian shouldn’t seek to be “moderately” virtuous, since it
implies they are also seeking to be “moderately” sinful).
Second, he straightaway says that dispassion is a charac-
teristic of the perfected man in the next life when they are

no longer with sin, not of one in this life and likely not a
pressing concern for him. The Orthodox understanding of
dispassion is not that of the eradication of but rather the
education of the passions, their proper stewardship by a
heart at rest with the Lord. We need not look any farther
than the life of our Lord Jesus Christ himself to show us
that dispassion does not mean emotional lobotomy. Did he
not overturn the tables of the money lenders in a fit of
rage? (Matt. 21:12) Did he not weep over Jerusalem?
(Luke 19:41) Did he not rejoice at the seventy-two disci-
ples returning from their mission? (Luke 10:21). As we
can see, Christ, a man perfect and without sin, passionate-
ly exhibited both love and fury at the ways of the world,
but did so dispassionately and in complete control of his
feelings, thoughts, and deeds, something we should all be
striving to imitate.

One of the earlier codifiers and pillars of Ortho-
dox theology, St. Maximus the Confessor, begins his Four
Centuries on Love with the following three verses:

“Love is a holy state of the soul, dispos-
ing it to value knowledge of God above all creat-
ed things. We cannot attain lasting possession of
such love while we are still attached to anything
worldly.

Dispassion engenders love, hope in God
engenders dispassion, and patience and forbear-
ance engender hope in God; these in turn are the
product of complete self-control, which itself
springs from fear of God. Fear of God is the re-
sult of faith in God.

If you have faith in the Lord you will
fear punishment, and this fear will lead you to
control the passions. Once you control the pas-
sions you will accept affliction patiently, and
through such acceptance you will acquire hope in
God. Hope in God separates the intellect from
every worldly attachment, and when the intellect
is detached in this way it will acquire love for
God.”

In of itself a beautiful work, each verse almost a
prayer on its own, the Centuries of St. Maximus present us
with a divine ladder of virtues that begins and ends with
love for God, unto which the final rung is the virtue of
dispassion. Maximus goes on to show how we must be
proper stewards of our feelings and passions, rational and
disciplined charioteers of the twin steeds of our soul, iras-
cibility (spiritedness) and concupiscence (desire). He
teaches us that we must direct our passions not towards
earthly cares but towards heaven, to turn them towards
God.

Nevertheless, given our station in an increasingly
secular country with Protestant roots, we cannot haphaz-
ardly claim to be saved just by expressing our faith
“passionately,” assuming such passion must be good just
because it is directed towards God (it would not behoove
us to display our Serbian tempers in church). We believe
the true light not to be found in passionate and charismatic
evangelical rhetoric, or even in the humble and inspiring
sorrow of Gospel music, but in humility, peace, and si-
lence as we approach the chalice for communion with rev-
erence. Salvation is found in quietude, and it is in proper
adherence to our own beliefs that we can bring salvation to
others, as the popular saying attributed to St. Seraphim of
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Sarov goes, “acquire the spirit of peace, and thousands around you will be saved” (cTsku oyX MHpPEH, U TOrna
TBICSYM Ayl criacyTcest okoiio Tebs1). In the Old Testament, the prophet Elijah meets the Lord in the whisper after
the storm: “Behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in
the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; but after the fire a still small voice,
and there was the Lord” (I Kings 19:11-12). Where the Protestant theologian Seren Kierkegaard saw anxiety, res-
ignation, and then fear and trembling in Abraham as he approached the mountaintop to sacrifice his only son Isaac
to the Lord, the Orthodox should see in Abraham a disposition of dispassion and perfect trust in the Lord. “So long
as the contest continues, a man is full of fear and trembling, wondering whether he will win today or be defeated,
whether he will win tomorrow or be defeated: the struggle and stress constrict his heart. But when he has attained
dispassion, the contest comes to an end: he receives the prize of victory and toils no more” (St. Isaiah the Solitary,
On Guarding the Intellect, 18).

Whatever progress or goals we have made for ourselves during Lent to grow and improve as
Christians should be carried forth throughout the rest of the year and our lives as we strive to draw closer to God.
Let us strive to live out our lives with greater clarity of mind, better focus and discipline of the less virtuous aspects
of our character, and with a stronger mentality of dispassion to lead us forwards. As St. Symeon the New Theologi-
an said, dispassion “is a foretaste of heaven.” In summary let us finish with the modern theologian of the Russian
emigration, Georges Florovsky, from the compilation of his works Creation and Redemption (Vol. III): “In gen-
eral, the [apatheia] of the Greeks is poorly understood and interpreted. It is not an indifference, nor a cold insensi-
bility of the heart. On the contrary, it is an active state, a state of spiritual activity, which is acquired only after
struggles and ordeals. It is rather an independence from passions. Each person's own ‘I’ is finally regained, freed
from a fatal bondage. But one can regain oneself only in God. True [apatheia] is achieved only in an encounter
with the Living God. The path which leads there is the path of obedience, even of servitude to God, but this servi-
tude engenders true freedom, a concrete freedom, the real freedom of the adopted sons of God. In evil, the human
personality is absorbed by the impersonal milieu, even though the sinner may pretend to be free. In God, the per-
sonality is restored and reintegrated in the Holy Spirit.”

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you, not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
John 14:27

Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Monastery
Serbian Orthodox Diocese

of New Gracanica and Midwestern America

32377 North Milwaukee Avenue, Libertyville, IL 60048

Pan-Orthodox
Glorification
of Saint MARDARIJE
of Libertyville

and All-America

Save the Date \
Fridav. Tulv 14 - Sundav. lulv 16%. 2017595 «
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The Mladost Folklore Group of the Bay Area Serbian Orthodox Churches
(Holy Trinity, St. Archangel Michael, St. George, and St. John the Baptist)
invites you to their
Fundraiser Dance
on
Saturday, April 22, 2017
8PM to 12 Midnight

St. John the Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
Social Hall
900-910 Baker Street
San Francisco
Music for the evening provided by
SRMA Orchestra with Aki Nikodijevic
Tickets sold at the door
Adults - $20
Children (7 to 12) - $10
Children (6 and under) - Free

Bar and Kitchen will be open
All proceeds from this evening benefit The Mladost Folklore Group for their trip to Canada in the sum-
mer of 2018. If you are unable to attend and wish to make a donation, please make your check payable
to St. John’s Church and mail to Paul Bunjevic, 37 Topaz Way, San Francisco, CA 94131

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!!

Serbian Orthodox Pilgrimage to the

Best of ORTIr.lodox
Russia

with His Grace Bishop Maxim,
Western American Diocese of the Serbian Orthodox Church

NATIONAL
YOUTH
CON{FER’EN&C“E
888

GRACE IN AMERICA:
THE BLESSINGS OF

SAINTS ix

OUR COUNTRY [T

and Fr. Bratso Krsic,
St. George Serbian Orthodox Church, San Diego, CA

Select International Tours at
800-842-4842 sylvia@select-intl.com

www.selectinternationaltours.com
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Protopresbyter Djurica Gordic - Cathedral Dean, Parish Priest

The Gracanica Herald is regular publication of Saint John the
Baptist Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in San Francisco, California.
The purpose of the Herald is to educate faithful members and
parishioners in the teaching of the Orthodox Faith and Tradition in
order to assist in their commitment to Christ and His Church. In
addition, the Herald keeps our parishioners informed as to the
activities taking place at the parish and other news of interest to our
community.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members
and parishioners for their help and support of Saint John’s
Cathedral.

If any parishioner or member has news of either religious or social
interest that they would like to have published in the Gracanica
Herald please mail it to: 900 Baker Street San Francisco,
California, 94115 or e-mail to stjohnsoc@yahoo.com



MR WiEnm-
TASTE - DISCOVER - EXPERIENCE

Saturday, May 20, 2017

o
Hosted by St.John the Baptist
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
000 Baker Street, San Francisco

From 12:00pm until 9:00pm
FREE ADMISSION !







